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Remarks by Rev. Mochizuki, Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 
in a meeting with the Ambassador on June 22, 2007 


Chandra Bose passed away on August 18. According to literature 
compiled by the Chandra Bose Academy in Japan, his body was 
cremated in Taiwan and brought to Japan by Mr. Rahman. 

A funeral service was held on September 18 at the Renkoji Temple. 
10 to 20 Indians and some 100 Japanese had participated in the 
ceremony. 

An Indian gentleman who fought for India’s freedom movement 
lived in Asagaya near the Renkoji temple. He was acquainted 
with Mr. Rahman. 

There were many temples around the Renkoji Temple. Each of 
them declined a request to keep the ashes. When no one was 
willing to accept such a difficult task in the midst of social 
confusion in the post-war days, my father, then the Chef Priest of 
the Renkoji Temple, accepted the request to keep the ashes for a 
short period of time. He believed that a soul of the dead did not 
belong to any country, saying “there is no national boundary for 
souls.” My father had kept the ashes with great care and careful 
attention. Sometimes, he brought % box containing the ashes to 
a bed and held it with his hands while he was sleeping. He had 
kept holding memorial services for the repose of soul of Chandra 
Bose and reciting sutra. 

After passing one year since ashes were kept at the temple, my 
father heard nothing from anyone about the ashes. He contacted 
either the Indian Representatives Office or the Staff 
Headquarters to know what to do about the ashes. (It is not sure 
to which office he had actually contacted with.) Then, an official of 
the Indian Representative Office told my father that they were 
the ashes of a very import Indian national, urging him not to 
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disclose the fact they were kept at the Renkoji temple to anybody. 
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In 1946 or 1947, the British Representative Office in Yokohama 
told my father to appear. My father was asked the reason why 
he was keeping the ashes. 

After passing 5 or 6 years since the ashes had placed at the 
temple, my father wrote a letter to Mr. Nehru, then the Prime 
Minister of India, about the ashes. In his reply letter, PM Nehru 
expressed his gratitude to my father for his dedication. During a 
visit to Japan, PM Nehru visited the Renkoji Temple to pay 
respect to the ashes of Chandra Bose. Other Indian PMs also 
visited the temple. Mr. Shigemitsu, then Foreign Minister of 
Japan, attended a memorial service for Chandra Bose. 

In the meanwhile, private parties approached my farther in an 
attempt to return the ashes to India. Being strongly convinced 
that only the Indian government would make a decision on this 
issue and any private party regardless of whether it is Japanese 
or Indian must not be involved in it, he turned down such offers. 
My father strongly believed that the ashes must be taken back to 
India by the hand of the Government of India and an envoy must 
be sent to Japan for that purpose. 

I am not in a position to say that the Government of India should 
take the ashes back to India within a definite time table. I am 
aware of the circumstances surrounding the issue in India. I will 
keep the ashes until the time comes for the return of the ashes to 
India by the hands of the Government of India. I strongly believe 
that the Government of India must send an envoy to receive the 
ashes. If it were not materialized during my lifetime, the task 
will be handed over to my son, like I have succeeded it from my 
father. 

I am upset by the moves of private parties to intervene in this 
matter because they totally ignore our view and long-time 
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dedications. In February this year, a Japanese man 
approached us in an attempt to return the ashes to India. He said 
that he has kept contact with an Indian organization associated 
with Chandra Bose. 

There is any particular difficulty in carrying my task. All visitors 
to the temple had been allowed to pay respects to the ashes of 
Chandra Bose before but I decided to discontinue it out of security 
concern. My major concern is a possibility that the ashes could 
be stolen. To contract with a security company like Secomu Co. or 
keep the ashes in a bank safe* would be among safeguard 
measures against theft. Such options sometimes come in my mind 
but I have not taken any specific measures to enhance security. 

As for letters written on a container (20cm xl5em x 25cm) of the 
ashes, it was written by Mr. Rahman. 


Mrs. Mochizuki said that a pagoda -shaped casket and a pair of 
the candle holders were the gifts from PM Nehru. 

* A bank safe is much smaller than a bank vault in size. It is 
^ like a drawer type container with a size of 40cm x 30cm xl5cm. 
Each bank has such facility in its branches for a ‘bank safe 
lending’ service to its customers. Customers put important 
documents and precious materials in it. An annual charge is 
around 20000 yen. (Takeuchi) 
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Debate continues over Bose's ashes 


By Rajender Singh Negi 

Yomiuri Shimbun New Delhi Bureau 

NEW DELHI— On the eve of his visit to 
Japan* which begins Wednesday, Indian 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has ex- 
pressed his appreciation for the "warm 
sentiments in Japan” for Indian freedom 
fighter Subhash Chandra Bose. 

Bose’s remains are said to have been 
kept in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo for the 
past 60 years. But Singh was noncommittal 
on the prospect of when the Indian hero’s 
remains would be returning to India. "We 


have to build a 
consensus on 
this important 
matter*” he said, 
referring to the 
sharply polar- 
ized views on the 
issue in his coun- 
try. 

Singh’s re- 
marks came dur- 
ing an interview 
with The YomL 
uri Shimbun in 
which he dis- 
cussed Ms hopes 
for an expansion of both political and eco- 
nomic ties with Japan when he meets with 
Prime Minister Shinto Abe in Tokyo. 

However* finding a consensus on the 
issue of the ashes will be difficult as there 
is pressure in India for the remains to be 
brought back. Krishna Bose* the wife of 
Bose’s nephew, Sisir Bose, said over the 
telephone from Kolkata, “We would like his 
mortal remains to be brought back to India 
with the highest degree of dignity,” 

According to one version of events, Bose 
died in Taipei on Aug. 18, 1945, when the 
Japanese bomber he was traveling in de- 
veloped engine trouble and crashed as it 
was trying to take off. The plane is said to 
have hit the ground and became engulfed 
in flames as it broke in two. Bose’s ashes 


were said to have been taken to Japan and 
interred in the Renkoji temple in Suginami 
Ward, Tokyo. 

TMs is just one of the many theories how 
Bose died. If one were to pay heed to all the 
folklore and anecdotal histories* Bose died 
not one but five deaths— murdered at 
Delhi’s Red Fort on Aug. 15, 1945; died in 
the 1945 Taipei air crash; died at Dehradun 
in Uttar Pradesh, now Uttaraneha, in 1977; 
died at Sheopurkalan in Madhya Pradesh 
on May 21* 1977; and died at Ram Bhavan in 
Faizabad on Sept 16, 1985. 

Questions over Bose's death still persist 
in India. There have been three govern- 
ment inquiries in India to ascertain the 
facts about Ms death. But they have all 
failed to convince many Indians about the 
true circumstances surrounding Bose’s 
death. The latest inquiry was conducted by 
Manoj Kumar Mukherjee, a former 
Supreme Court justice. The Mukherje ere- 
port repudiated the air crash theory* but 
when this one-man commission’s report 
was tabled before the Indian parliament 
last spring, its findings were Immediately 
rejected by the government. 

The earlier enquiry reports had con- 
cluded that he had indeed died in the ah' 
crash, a fact the governments of the day 
accepted. 

But in August, Barun Mukherjee of the 
Forward Bloc, the political party founded 
by Bose himself and one of the coalition 


partners of Singh's government, argued 
that the ashes kept m Renkoji temple might 
not be the remains of Bose. He said* “Who 
knows whether those pieces of burned 
bones were from an animal or something 
else?” 

Sugata Bose, a Harvard University pro- 
fessor and the son of Krishna and Sisir 
Bose* insists politics must be kept out of the 
debate. *T think you can understand that in 
the 1950s and 1960s* there was a sort of 
mass psychological phenomenon in India. 
People wanted Bose to return. And you can 
respect that kind of popular sentiment,” he 
said. 

“But today it is different because, if any- 
thing, tli at popular sentiment is exploited 
by only a few people, or by a few fringe 
groups. I think that the people of the coun- 
try are now mature enough to accept what 
I often describe as the ‘mortal end of a 
deathless hero*’” he said. 

Nichiko Mochizuki, 65, the chief minister 
of Renkoji temple, whose late father agreed 
to keep the remains at the temple in the be- 
lief that they were Bose’s and would soon 
be returned to India* told The Yomiuri 
Shimbun he hopes that the Indian govern- 
ment will take back the ashes sooner 
rather than later. 

For now the ashes will stay where they 
are. As Singh observed in the interview, 
the sentiments for Bose in Japan are 
“another bond linking our two peoples.” 
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As per the records available with the Government of Japan, Netaji 
Subhas Chander Bose was involved in a plane accident on August 18, 1945 
in Taipei at about 1400 hrs., was hospitalized at Nanmon Branch of Taipei 
Army Hospital with severe bums and passed away in the same evening. 
Col. Habibun Rahman was at his side at the time of his death. The body was 
cremated a few days later on the basis of a death certificate issued under a 
fictitious name. The remains were sent to Tokyo, which was then placed at 
Renkoji Temple. 

The Shahnawaz Commission (1956) and Khosla Commission (1970) 
concluded that Netaji died in the crash on august 18, 1945, but a section of 
the family members of Netaji refused to accept the findings. Mukheijee 
Commission was set up in 2000 and it submitted report in November 2005 
in which it concluded that Netaji did not die in that plane crash and that the 
ashes at the Renkoji temple were not of Netaji. The Government, however, 
did not accept the findings. 

As it has been generally accepted that the remains kept at the Renkoji 
temple belonged to Netaji, the Government of India quietly donates a 
lumpsum amount per year for the upkeep of the temple. The temple priest 
treats the remains as a trust held on behalf of the people of India and cherish 
the hope that one day the ashes will be taken back to India with due honour. 
The priest expressed his desire that his father and he might be suitably 
recognized if a memorial was built on the ashes. 

The Japanese associates of Netaji meet every year on August 18 to 
commemorate the death anniversary of Netaji. This group is keen to see it in 
their life-time that the remains of Netaji are duly rehabilitated in India and 
have recently started lobbying for it. Prof. Kzauo Azuma, a renowned 
Tagore scholar in Japan and Secretary General of Japan-India Tagore 
Association and LDP Chapter of the ward in which the Renkoji temple is 
situated have approached authorities in Japan including former Prime 
Minister Mori, the President of India Japan Association to take up the case 
of early return of the remains. 

Mr. Mori wrote to PM in April, 2006 requesting his intervention for 
return of the ashes to India. PM responded to it in July, 2006 promising to 
look into the issue. 


PMO mulls Netaji files' declassification : HindustanTinnes.com 
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The Prime Minister's Office is considering 
declassification of some files on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, in a move expected 
to bring to light fresh information about his 
mysterious disappearance. 

"As regards classified files held by the PMO 
(on Netaji), an exercise is being undertaken 
to review them for declassification/' Central 
Public Information Officer Kamal Dayani, said 
in a letter to 'Mission Netaji', a Delhi -based 
organisation. 

Files declassified after review would be sent 
to the National Archives of India, Dayani 
wrote to the organisation which runs the 
website 'www, missionnetaji.org 1 ; 


'Mission Netaji' had written to the PMO under the RTI Act to confirm whether 
they, or the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) which reports to the PMO, 
were holding any classified record or material on Bose. 

"As regards records kept by RAW, your application is transferred to them for 
appropriate action. You may contact them for appropriate action," Dayant 
said in his letter. 



The PMO, however, has offered to provide a list of 11 unclassified files. 

According to 'Mission Netaji' official Anuj Dhar, the Ministry of External 
Affairs, however, has rejected its request seeking reconsideration of their 
refusal to furnish the complete correspondence the MEA had with the USSR 
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The man who claimed to be Netaji dies 

Guna : A man, believed to be nearly 125 years old, claimed he was Subhash Chandra Bose shortly before he died two days 
ago in a village near Guna in Madhya Pradesh, The police have launched a preliminary probe. 

Baba Laljr Maharaj, who was living in Saiji village in Ashok Nagar district for the past 30 years, claimed before he died on 
October 27 that he was the iconic freedom fighter Netaji, ex-sarpanch G S Raghuvanshi said. 

"We were returning from a hospital after getting him treated when he revealed his identity and asked us to keep it a secret till 
his final rites were performed," Raghuvanshi said. 

Before coming to Saiji, the man had lived in neighbouring Chak Chrroli village for 20 years and nobody there was aware of his 
identity, he said. 

On several occasions, people had asked the man who he was. "But Baba used to say that if he revealed it, the place will be 
flooded with people Raghuvanshi said. 

When asked about deep scars on his head and body, he would reply that he had sustained the injuries when he fell from a 
plane, he said. 

Baba, who ran an ashram, always rubbished reports about Bose's death. 

Soon after information about Baba's claim was received, police officers were sent to Saiji to verify facts, Ashok Nagar's 
superintendent of Police Anil Gupta said. If some concrete evidence is found, a further probe will be carried out, he said. 

Baba, who occasionally made trips to undisclosed locations, probably in Delhi, was buried according to his wishes at a spot 
selected by him about a week ago, Raghuvanshi said. 

As word about Baba's claim spread, people thronged Saiji as local police station in-charge, Kavindra Pal Singh Chouhan, 
reached the ashram to collect evidence about the issue. 

"If the need arises, his body will be exhumed to confirm the claims," Chouhan told reporters. 

Meanwhile, several books related to Buddhism, old train and bus tickets, old newspaper clippings about Bose and 
photographs were found at Baba's ashram, officials said. 

Investigating officers believe the materials found in the ashram will give valuable clues about Baba’s identity. 

Print | Mail | Post your comments | Rate this Feature 
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It may be recalled that earlier this year, Prime Minister ha 
received a letter dated April 28, 2006 from Mr. Yoshiro Mori, former 
Prime Minister of Japan and President of the Indo-Japanese 
Association, regarding the purported mortal remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose being kept at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. In the 
letter, Mr. Mori mentioned that the remains had not been returned to 
India mainly because of the “delicate domestic circumstances in India". 
However, Professor Kazuo Azuma, a Board Member of the 
Association, had told him that Mrs. Krishna Bose, President of the 
Netaji Institute and a close relative of the Netaji, felt strongly that 
considering the “changed circumstances in India", his remains should 
be returned to his “fatherland”. Mr. Mori expressed the hope that PM 
would pay attention to the wishes of the Bose family and take 
appropriate steps accordingly. In his reply dated July 14, 2006, PM 
assured Mr. Mori that he had taken note of the points made by the 
latter and that those would be looked into. (A copy of Mr. Mori’s letter 
and PM’s reply is enclosed for reference.) 




2. During a meeting with Joint Secretary (EA), MEA on October 12, 
2006, the Japanese Ambassador also raised the issue of the return of 
the ashes of Netaji to India. Referring to the letters exchanged 
between PM and Mr. Mori, he remarked that the latter had continued 
to evince interest in early return of the ashes of “Chandra Bose" to 
India. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was a protege of Yoshiro Mori and in 
fact belonged to his faction in the ruling LDP. Giving this background, 
the Japanese Ambassador enquired whether it would be alright if this 
issue was raised by PM Abe during our PM’s visit to Japan in 
December 2006. In response, Joint Secretary (EA) discouraged the 
idea and suggested that if necessary, the matter could be discussed at 
the official level during the preparations for PM’s visit. The Japanese 
Ambassador took note of the suggestion but remarked that the ashes 
could not remain in Japan indefinitely. 

3. Separately, Prof. Kazuo Azuma, who is a well-known Tagore 
scholar and Secretary General of Japan-lndia Tagore Association, has 
met our Ambassador in Tokyo recently to discuss the Renkoji issue. A 
copy of a fax message from the Embassy of India, Tokyo, forwarding a 
copy of a note handed over by Prof. Azuma to the Ambassador, is 
enclosed. In the note, Prof. Azuma has, inter alia, conveyed, 
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“Although this exchange of letters has taken place at Mr. Mori’s very 
personal initiative, he expressed his personal willingness to 
recommend the Japanese Government to enter into an official contact 
with the Indian Government in this regard. I have learned that Mr. Mori 
has, through one of his assistants, already briefed Mr. Shinzo Abe, the 
present P.M. and has recommended to go ahead on this issue in the 
overall context of the policy to further strengthen friendly relations 
between our two countries. All I hope personally is that my 
Government and yours should now settle the Netaji legacy of over 
sixty years". 


4S? 


4. It may be recalled that the purported mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose were taken to Tokyo after his reported death in 
a plane crash in Taihoku (Taipei) on August 18, 1945. The 
circumstances of Netaji’s death/disappearance have been a matter of 
controversy. A three-member Enquiry Committee, headed by Shri 
Shah Nawaz Khan, which was appointed by the Government of India 
in April 1956, came to the conclusion that Netaji had died in the above- 
mentioned plane crash and his ashes were kept in the Renkoji Temple 
in Tokyo; one of the members of the Committee, however, submitted a 
dissenting report stating that there had been no plane crash involving 
Netaji’s death. The majority report was accepted by the Government 
of India. However, as the controversy persisted, another Enquiry 
Commission, headed by Justice G.D. Khosla, was appointed in July 
1970 to look into the matter. The Commission also came to the 
conclusion that Netaji had succumbed to injuries sustained in the 
plane crash at Taihoku and that his ashes had been taken to Tokyo. 

5. The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, which was 
appointed in May 1999, to enquire once again into all the facts and 
circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected therewith, has 
come to a different conclusion in its report submitted in November 
2005. The Commission has concluded: (a) “Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose is dead”; (b) “he did not die in the plane crash, as alleged”; and 
(c) “the ashes in the Japanese Temple are not of Netaji”. On the issue 
of the ashes in the Renkoji Temple, Justice Mukherjee has made the 
following finding: 


“As regards the journey of the ashes collected by Habibur 
Rahman from the crematorium at Taipei to the Renkoji Temple in 
Japan the evidence is consistent and, therefore, needs no 
discussions. Since the ashes collected were of Ichiro Okura - 
not of Netaji - the only inference that can be drawn is that the 
ashes lying in that Temple cannot be of Netaji. On the contrary, 
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the presence of bones in the ashes as notic ed by officers of 0 
Indian Embassy in Tokyo is a circumstance which corroborates 
that those cannot but be of Ichiro Okura. Considered in that 
backdrop, the inability of the Commission to subject the mortal 
remains to DNA test in the circumstances beyond its control has 
not stood in the way of recording its conclusive finding in that 
regard - a finding arrived at on the basis of robust circumstantial 
evidence on record". 


6. The main findings of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry have not, however, been accepted by the Government of India. 
The Memorandum of Action Taken on the Report, placed in 
Parliament, states as follows: 


“The Government have examined the Report submitted by the 
Commission on 8 th November, 2005 in detail and have not 
agreed with the findings that - 

(a) Netaji did not die in the plane crash; and 

(b) The ashes in the Renkoji Temple were not of Netaji". 

7. It may also be mentioned that the Ministry of External Affairs has 
been providing financial assistance to the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo 
since 1967 for the upkeep of the urn containing the ashes of Netaji. 
So far, a total amount of Rs. 53,66,278/- has been given to the 
Temple, through our Embassy in Tokyo from the Special Diplomatic 
Expenditure budget of the Ministry. Since 2002, an annual 
contribution of Yen 1 million (equivalent to Rs. 4,30,000/- in 2005) is 
being provided. (A tabulation showing year-wise contribution to the 
Renkoji Temple is enclosed.) It may also be added here that the Head 
Priest of the Renkoji Temple, Rev. Nichiko Mochizuki, who called on 
our Ambassador in Tokyo on October 16, 2006, did not ask for the 
return of the ashes to India. A copy of fax message received from the 
Ambassador on the meeting is enclosed. 


8. If this matter is raised again by the Japanese side in official 
interactions with reference to former PM Mori’s letter to PM, it is 
proposed to convey to them that the Government of India deeply 
appreciates the warm sentiments in Japan towards Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and the fact that his ashes are being kept with devotion 
and reverence in the Renkoji Temple. There are some political 
sensitivities linked to the circumstances of the death of Subhas 
Chandra Bose. However, the points made in former Prime Minister 
Mori’s letter have been taken note of and are being looked into. 
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9. The recent developments pertaining to the ashes in the Renkoji 
Temple were brought to the attention of the NSA during a meeting on 
October 16, 2006, and he desired that a background note on the issue 
be sent to PMO. This note may kindly be shown to him. The guidance 
of PMO on this issue will be appreciated. 


10. This issues with the approval of Secretary (East), MEA. 






(Ashok K. Kanthaj 
Joint Secretary (EA) 


^ ^ <UtMi 


Ms. Sujata Mehta, Joint Secretary, Prime Minister’s Office 
MEA UO No. 25/4/NGO-Vot. XV Dated: October 19, 2006 




Copy, with enclosures, for information to: Shri H.K. Singh, 
Ambassador of India, Tokyo. 




( &A/Ql/ftfT%A O/SUfroA? ) 


Tokyo, April 28, 2006 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister, 

i am writing this letter recalling the tragic demise on August 1 945 of the great 
hero of independence Netajj Chandra Bose. I presume that you are aware that ever since 
September 1945. his remains have been kept at Renkoji, a Buddhist temple in Tokyo, 
under the hospitable care rendered by its chief Priest. 

As 1 understand it, his remains have not been returned to India mainly because 
of the delicate domestic circumstances in India pertaining thereto. Recently however, I 
came to learn through Professor Kazuo Azuma, a board member of the Indo-Japanese 
Association, that Mrs. Krsna Bose of Kolkata, President of the Netaji Institute and a 
close relative of the late Netaji Chandra Bose, now feels strongly that considering the 
change in circumstances in India, his remains should be returned to his fatherland 
without further delay. Having being briefed in detail, I have come to feel that the wishes 
of the Netaji family should be considered from a humanitarian point of view. I believe 
that if his remains were to be returned to India with the courtesy commensurate with his 
great historic status, the event would further promote the friendship between our two 
peoples. 

I sincerely hope that Your Excellency would be good enough to pay attention to 
the wishes of the Bose family and take the appropriate steps accordingly. Your favorable 
assistance would be highly appreciated. I would be much obliged if you could kindly 
inform me of your thoughts. 

^ With warmest regards, 

Yoshiro Mori 


President 

The Indo-Japanese Association 
Suzuko Bldg. 2F 
Kayabacho 2-1-14, Nihonbashi, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 103-0025 
Tel. :8 1-3-5640-7604 
Fax:81-3-5640-1576 
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Prime Minister 

New Delhi : July 14 , 2006 


Excellency, 

Thank you very much for your letter and the warm tributes you 
have paid to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, whose memory is as sacred in 
Japan as in India. May I also take this opportunity to express appreciation 
for the devotion of the Priests of the Renkoji Temple. 

Excellency, I have taken note of th e points you have made and 
these shall be looked int o. The great sensitivity'' and humanism that your 
letter reflects, confirm my belief that your involvement in India-Japan 
relations is an asset for our ongoing efforts to strengthen bilateral 
relations. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 



His Excellency Mr. Yoshiro Mori 
President 

Indo-Japanese Association 
Tokyo 
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Dear Sir 

This is with reference to the telecom Ambassador had with 
you today on the Renkoji issue. 

Faxed herewith is a copy of hand written note handed over 
to Ambassador by Prof, Kazuo Azuma, Professor of Reitaku 
University and Secretary General of Japan-India Tagore 
Association on the Renkoji issue. 


With respectful regards 


C 

? 



(Abbagani Ramu) 


13* OCT. 2006 17:31 


IKDLMBASSV TOKYO 


NO. 1408 Y. 2 
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Q&cfrAx d i n th e Ret uw <;f N e tayMs Remains ffr ln^(V 

4et me. explain to You some W-k^round of this 
develop went far Your personal reference. 

As is we-U known , fke rem<uns .of Hie Nefo^i Swohas 
Chomdra Bose has ever since September, IRt^ he^n 
kept iki ik& Renko^i jew pie i n Tok yo under the dedicated 
cere of Hie (Chief priests —'Hie I Ate Rev. Kyoel Mockizuki 
<oid his son • Rev. Mikko McchfZukl* Itie remains 
hove not been returned to Indice, Once in April I99<? 
when then-P, M. 4 Japan Mr. Kahfu paid an official 
visit to IndiA. of the invitation of /our p. M. Mr. V. P. 
Sir.ok, he raised Ike issue but unfortunately jf did 
not mate any head way, As on admirer erf Netaf t 
I have had this in mind all through the years. 

V^/Itti my decodes of academic and educational 
c&reer, I have had the pleasure of enjoying close 
friendship with many Indian scholars , educational 
leaders and eminent civic. leaders, in West Bengal 
particularly, lately through personal communication 
wifh these friends, I have come to sense that the 
situation in Indite has become markedly positive 
welcome baek the Metope remains, 

Hence , as a Board Member of Xndo- Japanese 
AssociatJoni I made a personal request and appeal 
to Mr. Yoskiro Mori, the Pres i cfent of the Association 

to take some action In tfeks .regard. Mr. Mori 
was kind enough to respond positively to my 
revest am d sent <a personal letter dated April 
ig j^'ool to your prinie Minister, Mr. M anmohan 
Sin^H/ receired a w<arm reply dated July 
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14 'Ojoob from Yoay P. M. (I assume that You 
already are <zwar& of fie contents of fhe erduin^e4 
letters but for Your reference' !ef mo s(iw 

You the co p ( es , of though they arc of a, private, 
nottf rt m d th erefore not To be mode public*), 
Hr. Hay I \ze\$ wore than happy to hawe received 
this positive response from Your P. M.. 1 

/\lfhou^h this exchange of letters has fafen place- 
at Mr. Mori 's very personal Initiative, he 
expressed his persona.! willingness to recowmend 
the Japanese Crovernmeh f to enter into an official 
co n't axt with the In d ! am £fo v e rn ment I n th Is regard , 

I have learned that Mr. Mori has, through one, 
of his Assistants, Already briefed Mr. Shinzo 

Ab&, the pr^sevft p. M* and has recommended to 
<fo ahead on this issue m the overall context 
of the policy to further strengthen friendly relations 
between our two countries. 

/\\\ X hope personally \s that my (fovtm ment 
and Yours should now settle the Meta^i legacy of 
over sixty years, 

Afo-ln allow me to remind You that my personal 
move above - mentioned Is of purely personal 
nature, I hope that You would not cyatiie my 
name publicly. 
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Payment made to Renkoji Temple for safe keeping of Netaji's ashes 


Year 

Amount in Yen 

Equivalent Amount in 1 RS 

1967 - 1974’ 


40000.00 

1976 

240000 

5672.42 

19761 

240000 

5672.42, 

1977 

600000 

18264.84 

1976 

600000 

18264.84 

1979 

600000 

25231.29 

1980 

600000 

22058.82 

1981 

600000 

22058.82 

1982 

600000 

22058.82 

1983 

600000 

22058.82 

1984 

600000 

27459.95 

1935 

600000 

33094.32 

1986 

600000 

48622.37 

1987 

600000 

48622.37 

1988' 

600000 

73801.00 

1989 

600000 

73801.00 

1990 

600000 

78947.00 

1991 

600000 

112359.00 

1992 

600000 

112360 00 1 

1993 

600000 

168067.00 

1994 

600000 

190779.00 

1995 

1000000 

340483.00 

1996 

1000000 

310174.00 

1997 

1000000 

310752.00 

1998 

1000000 

377929.00 

1999 

1000000 

395726.00 

2000 & 2001“ 

2000000 

788955.00 

2002 

1000000 

386100.00 

2003 

1000000 

429738.00 

2004 

1000000 

427167.00 

2005 

1000000 

430000.00 





22280000 

5366278.10 


* Paid at the rate of Rs 5,000/- per annum. 
** Paid for two years in one installment 
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folnt Itmtmy (BA) from Ambaiiodor 

Head Priest of Renjo-Ji Temple, Rev. Nichiko Mochizubi, called on 
me this morning. 

2. He made it clear this was purely a courtesy call on newly arrived 
Ambassador, and he had no political agenda. 

3. In a matter of fact fashion, he mentioned that he offers a daily 
prayer for Netaji and the Temple organizes an annual Memorial Service 
on 18 August His father had taken the ashes of Netaji into his protection 
and he himself will continue to do so. 

4. Rev. Mochizuki conveyed that he had heard our PM will be visiting 
Tokyo later this year. If at all possible, he requested consideration of a visit 
by PM to Renbo-Ji. 

3. The meeting ended with an exchange of pleasantries. 

6. For your information, many of our visiting dignitaries have visited 
Renbo-Ji in the past the last being former PM Vajpayee in December, 
2001. If possible, matter can be given consideration In context of 
forthcoming visit. 


(H, K. Singh) 


With best regards. 



vtdft 



Fax Message 


■>TRcf cm TTvn^rmra, tilted) 
Embassy of India, 

2-1 1 , Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone; 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax ; 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


From : Indembassy Tokyo 

To : Foreign New Delhi 


JS(EA) from DCM 


^ Faxed herewith is unofficial translation of a self-explanatory letter 

dated October 23, 2006 from Kazuo Azuma regarding Netaji’s remains. 


Vio.Tottl | q-l\ ~ 

Dated : October 26, 2006 


To 


October 23, 2006 



Mr. S. K. Mandal 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo. 

Dear Sir, 

r 

i 

We should no longer take it for granted that the Renkoji is prepared to 
maintain their generosity indefinitely. 

At the temple, the Chief Priest Nichiko Mochizuki, the sosn of the 
then Chief Priest Kyoei Mochizuki who in 1945 agreed to take care of the 
Netaji’s. remains is already in his mid-sixties and is not enjoying good 
health. Now the day-to-day management of the temple is in charge of his 
adopted son, the third generation. Undoubtedly the patience on the part of 
the temple is fast thinning out. It is simply unfair and unwise to defer the 
repatriation year after year. 

In this context, it is worth mentioning that the priest of the Renkoji 
temple has agreed to cooperate on DNA testing of Netaji’s remains. 

Thus we have to think very seriously on the issue of Renkoji temple. 
You may please be informed about the situation at Renkoji and a serious 
feeling of the Japanese on the issue. 

We will be much obliged in that case. 


Kazuo Azuma 


FROM 
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to 


Oct. *3 , 


Hy\ S' (C. Mcuidal 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

The, EEmbA&sy of Indie, Tokyo 
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Dear Sir, h’‘- x -y/ r f(c ^ ^ 

We should no longer tafce ft for ^rwfed 

the Renkoii' is prepared to ^iVifein their ^enerosi^^^^ 
indefinitely, 

At the Tywpk, toe Chief Pridst Nichiko Mochitwki k / 
tie son of tie “then Chief Priest Kyo&i MocWtzukl ^ 
who in |W agreed to fajce care of -floe Neft^i s 
rewa-iws f±> already in his wld-sixtre* and Is , v „. ( 

not enjoying food health. Now the day-to-day \ 

mem e.)*i €nt of the Tcwple ie \n charge of hi’s 
cudopfe-d sor, the third freneratioti, Undoubtedly the 
patience on toe payf of the |«*«ple fs fast thinning 
out. If Is :»impiy unfair end unwise to defer the 
repatriation yeax after year, ^ ^ 

3^0 J:? 2 -tic 5 ir^ ^ (?cnico>j.; ^<?nfej 

(^ 3 Tf?^r re«wM*« -J?T D.N.A. judje.wei'if-tf.T ^ofri^ 

ai^snrpn ,. ^ 

Ji 5TT<i Re^ik^i 37T5Jir^r SJS^ 

serious fejJT ^0 3 ^ 1 ^TsT-eGT ^ 

■sjwfrvs j;: Re^ 0 ;; srfw^ -sjw -3 Jfmr^)c¥?r 

IjCn 5 T^ ?0 sev.'oMS f^TTr JlTT^^T 1 
c 5 T 3 i^, -Airi^n dorrs' g/fsio' s^ri 


^•(^3 < 3 jrgin 


^ ^ ^ A 2\ivr\0 . . 
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Joint Secretary (EA) from Ambassador 

Head Priest of Renjo-Ji Temple, Rev. Nichibo Mochizubi, called on 
me this morning. 

2. He made it clear this was purely a courtesy call on newly arrived 
Ambassador, and he had no political agenda. 

3. In a matter of fact fashion, he mentioned that he offers a daily 
prayer for Netaji and the Temple organizes an annual Memorial Service 
on 18 August. His father had taben the ashes of Netaji into his protection 
and he himself will continue to do so. 


4. Rev. Mochizubi conveyed that he had heard our PM will be visiting 
Tobyo later this year. If at all possible, he requested consideration of a visit 
by PM to Renbo-ji. 


5. The meeting ended with an exchange of pleasantries. 


6. For your information, many of our visiting dignitaries have visited 
Renbo-ji in the past, the last being former PM Vajpayee in December, 
2001. If possible, matter can be given consideration in context of 
forthcoming visit. ^ - 


With best regards. 


/ ,'s ■ j 

r -fe, * 


S if 




(H. K. Singh) 
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This is with reference to the telecom Ambassador had with 
you today on the Renkoji issue. 

Faxed herewith is a copy of hand written note handed over 
to Ambassador by Prof. Kazuo Azuma, Professor of Reitaku 
University and Secretary General of Japan-India Tagore 
Association on the Renkoji issue. 


With respectful regards 





(Abbagani Ramu) 
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" ^Qoycrd i n ^ the Return of Ne toyks Pema ins ~fo Indio. 

/_ef me , ex p I at n to You so me b aok^round of ftus 
development for Your personal reference, 

As is Well known, the remains of Hie Netoyi Subhos 
Chondyo B^se has ever since September / been 

kept In the Renkoyi Temple in Tokyo under the dedicated 
core of the Chief Priests “the late Rev. Kyoei Mochizuki 
otd his son Rev. Mikko Mochizukk The remains 
have not been returned to Indict. Once in April 1990 
when then - P. M- deepen Mr, jCatfu paid an official 
visit to India at the invitation of Your P. M. Hr. V. P. 
Slovak, he raised the issue but unfortunately it did 
not make any headway. As an admirer ttf He tajd 
J have had this in mind all ihrou^h the years, 

With my decades of academic and educational 
career, I have had the pleasure of enjoying close, 
friendship with many Indian scholars , educational 
leaders and eminent civic leaders, in West Bengal 
particularly, Aately jhrouftb personal communication 
with these friends, I have a?we to sense that the 
situation in India, has become markedly positive 
welcome back the Met ayt t remains, 


Hence, as a Board Member cf Indo- Tap anes e 
nssooi^tjon, I »,o-de a- request <t wc ( a-ppea . I 

+o Mr, YcsU iro Mori^the President of the Association 

to take some- action in this regard. Mr. Mori 
was kind enough to respond positively to my 
request an d sent a persona^ letter dated April 
z% f zdo 6 to ysur Prime Minister, Mr. Man Mohan 
Sinq-k. He received a woirim reply dated July 


l 
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\^ t Xod^ from Youy P-M. ^ that foci 

already are aware <?f the contents of the exchanged 
letters but \oy Youy reference lef we sh<?w 

You the copies, ^itkou^h they axe of cl private 
nature an d therefore riot to be made pub\lc) i 
Mr. fWl feels wore than happy to have received 
this positive response from Your P. M.. 

/Although this exchange of letters has tafe^ i place- 
at Mr. Mori's very personal initiative, he 
expressed his personal willingness to recommend 
the Japanese Government to enter Into an official 
contact with ike Indian Govern went in this regard, 

I have (earned that Hr. Mori has, through one 
of his assistants, already briefed Mr. Shinto 

fi\be } the present P t M , and has vecommended to 
c^o ahead on this issue in the overall context 
of the polio/ to further strengthen friendly relations 
between our two countries . 

^|| j hope personall/ is that my govern went 

and tours should now settle the Metafi legacy of 
over sixty /ears. 

/\<^am allow we to rewind Yaw that wy personal 
move above -- Mentioned is of purely personal 
nature t I hope that You wocild not cyvote my 
name publicly. 

■\ 


Z 




Embassy of India 

Tokyo 

W 

Office of the Ambassador 



2-2-11 Rudan Minami, 


@ [81-3] 3265 5036 

Chiyoda Ku, 

Tokyo- 102 0074 


A [81-3] 3262 2301 

Japan 


gPb: amb.tokyo@mea.gov.in 


Facsimile Transmittal 


Priority 

Most Immediate 

File No. 

Tok/Pol/ 104/02/2006 

Dated 

20 September, 2006 

Addressed to: 

Shri Ashok K.Kantha, Joint Secretary[EA],MEA 

Repeated to: 


Internal Distribution 

D CM/FS [P] SS [C&P] 

No. of pages 

1 +3 


Joint Secretary[EA] from Ambassador 


Herewith for information an article appearing in the Asahi Shinbun of 17 
September on the Renkoji Temple issue. 



Horizon 

The Asahi Shinbun Sept. 17, 2006 
(By Yukifumi Takeuchi) 

When light has filtered into a history of JapanTndia relations 
after a long interval, the drama depicting the life of a legendary 
figure is still going on. 

Memorial service for Chandra Bose, the leader of the freedom 
struggle of India, was held at the Renkoji Temple in Suginami 
Ward on August 18. It is said that he was killed in a plan crash 
in Taipei on this day 61 years ago. 

About 100 persons attended the service. Most of them were old 
men and women. After reading a sutra Rev. Nikko Mochizuki, a 
64-year old chief priest of the temple said with a deep sigh, “I was 
so disappointment at a report.” A report on ‘disappearance of 
Bose’ compiled by an investigation committee was released in 
May. 

“Bose was killed in a crash of a Japanese army’s plane in Taipei 
soon after the end of the W.W.II. After cremation of his body, the 
ashes were brought to Japan and eventually to the Renkoji 
Temple.” No Japanese authorities concerned had ever voiced a 
doubt about this story. Similar investigations had been 
conducted in India, which concluded that the ashes kept at the 
Renkoji Temple were genuine ashes of Bose. The Prime 
Ministers of India had visited the temple during their visits to 
Japan. The ashes have been waiting for the day when they are 
brought back to India. 

However, this time the investigation has concluded that the ashes 
are ‘fakes’. The last two investigations had been conducted when 
the Congress was in power. This time, however, under 
instructions from the previous coalition government headed by 
the B JP, a rival of the Congress, the committee was set up for the 



purpose of investigating the case. It is widely believed the 
committee has derived a political conclusion with an aim of 
embarrassing the present government. 

The Renkoji was affected by India’s domestic political turmoil. It 
is certain that the report will cause a further delay in realizing a 
plan for the return of the ashes to India. Old people concerned 
are not happy. 

Mr. Tbmoharu Muto, a 76-year old former diplomat and student of 
Indian affairs, worked with members of the first investigation 
committee in 1956 to find out many eye witnesses. Mr. Muto did 
not hide his resentment about the report by saying “The India 
side promised to bring back the ashes to India by dispatching a 
warship. If India fails to carry out a pledge, its international 
credibility would be at stake. 

A 67- year old admire of Bose was one of several Indian attendants 

of the memorial service. He came to Japan to visit his son in 

Tokyo. He said “Bose must be very happy as he has been 

admired so much in Japan ” He said that the ashes, if returned to 

India, would be swept out into the Ganga. The Buddhists bury 

ashes in graves, while the Hindus sweep them into rivers. There 

is a perception gap about the death between the two. I wonder 
^ * 

whether the Indian side can fully understand the sentiment of 

Japanese people who have been keeping the ashes of Bose. A 

sincere sentiment toward the ashes of Bose among the Japanese 

people concerned reflects the arguments about the ashes of Bose. 

We can see new moves to inaugurate. Thanks to its ties with the 
Rankoji Temple, a delegation of the Suginami Ward visited India 
in the spring of 2006. Among the members of the delegation 
were a mayor of the Ward and members of the Suginami Ward 
Assembly. A special corner of India with 300 books on India has 
opened at the Suginami Central Library. 


2 



The people concerned are getting old. While watching these 
people, an idea comes to me that the Renkoji Temple should be 
used as a center of the dissemination of history of exchanges 
between Japan and India so that old people can tell the young 
people about their experiences and knowledge about the history. 

(Translated by Takeuchi on September 20) 
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SUBJECT^ Buddhist Service for Chandra Bose an August 18th 

Mr. Mochizuki, chief priest for Renkouji, called if the ambassador could attend the 
Buddist service honoring Chandra Bose on August 18 th . He sent an invitation letter 
earlier asking about the ambassador's attendance. The service is at 13^00 at Renkouji in 
Suginami Ward. I said 111 confirm if the ambassador is attending, and will call him 
back. 

Contact Person^ Mr. Mochizuki (chief priest) 

Tel: 03-3311-7832 

August 7 th 


4m. 
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Faxed herewith is a copy of a letter from PM to Mr. 
Yoshiro Mori, President, Indo-Japanese Association, which may 
kindly be transmitted suitably. The signed original follows by bag. 





(Sujata Mehta) 


Copy (along with original) by bag to Ambassador 
of India, Tokyo. 


Copy also to Secretary (East)/Joint Secretary (EA), 

MEA 



(Sujata Mehta) 


Prime Minister 

New Delhi : July 14, 2006 


Excellency, 

Thank you very much for your letter and the warm tributes you 
have paid to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, whose memory is as sacred in 
Japan as in India. May I also take this opportunity to express appreciation 
for the devotion of the Priests of the Renkoji Temple. 

Excellency, I have taken note of the points you have made and 
these shall be looked into. The great sensitivity and humanism that your 
letter reflects, confirm my belief that your involvement in India- Japan 
relations is an asset for our ongoing efforts to strengthen bilateral 
relations. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 



His Excellency Mr. Yoshiro Mori 
President 

Indo-Japanese Association 
Tokyo 
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Tokyo, April 28, 2006 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister, 

I am writing .this letter recalling the tragic demise on August 1945 of the great 
hero of independence Netaji Chandra Bose. I presume that you are aware that ever since 
September 1945, his remains have been kept at Renkoji, a Buddhist temple in Tokyo, 
under the hospitable care rendered by its chief Priest, 

As I understand it, his remains have not been returned to India mainly because 
of the delicate domestic circumstances in India pertaining thereto. Recently however, I 
came to ieam through Professor Kazuo Azuma, a board member of the Indo-Japanese 
Association, that Mrs. Krsna Bose of Kolkata, President of the Netaji Institute and a 
close relative of the late Netaji Chandra Bose, now feels strongly that considering the 
change in circumstances in India, his remains should be returned to his fatherland 
without further delay. Having being briefed in detail, I have come to feel that the wishes 
of the Netaji family should be considered from a humanitarian point of view. I believe 
that if his remains were to be returned to India with the courtesy commensurate with his 
great historic status, the event would further promote the friendship between our two 
peoples. 

I sincerely hope that Your Excellency would be good enough to pay attention to 
the wishes of the Bose family and take the appropriate steps accordingly. Your favorable 
assistance would be highly appreciated. I would be much obliged if you could kindly 
inform me of your thoughts. 


With "warmest regards, 
Yoshiro Mon 


President 

The Indo-Japanese Association 
Suzuko Bldg. 2F 
Kayabacho 2-1-14, Nihonbashi, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 103-0025 
Tel.:8 1-3-5640-7604 
Fax:81-3-5640-1576 
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«fg : 03-5640-7604 
FAX : 03-5640-1576 



To HE Mr. M. Tripathi 


Buddhist service in commemoration of 
the 62 nd anniversary of the death of Chandra Bose 

Buddhist memorial service is held for N. S Chandra Bose, a hero of India’s 
freedom movement on the day when he passed away. We would be 
delighted to have your presence at the ceremony to pray of the repose of his 
p, soul. 

y 

Date August 18, (Fri.) 2006 From 1300 hours 

Venue Main building of the Renkoji Temple 

Light snack will be served after the memorial service. 


A reply card is addressed to the Renkoji Temple. 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 



The disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 
remained a mystery. GOI instituted three Commissions of Inquiry 
and the first two determined that Netaji did die in a plane crash on 
August 18, 1945 in Taipei and that the remains lying at Renkoji 
Temple, Tokyo did belong to him. However, the families of Netaji 
were not unanimous in accepting these reports. 

2. The Third Commission, Mukherjee Commission, submitted 
its report in 2005 and it determined that Netaji did not die in that 
Taipei crash and that the remains at the Renkoji Temple were not 
his. However, the GOI did not accept the findings of the 
Commission. 

3. This time, however, the majority of the remaining family 
members of Netaji has reportedly come to accept that the remains 
at the Renkoji Temple is of Netaji. 

4. The Chief Priest of the Temple is interested to get the official 
recognition for the remains as that of Netaji. He is also interested 
that it should be brought back to India and kept/disposed of in the 
right manner appropriate to the great leader. He is also interested 
that a monument be built in memory of Netaji which may contain a 
permanent reference to the service of the Chief Priest and his late 
father under whose custody the remains stayed in Japan. 

5. It will be a good idea, if there is an agreement within the 
family, to accept the authenticity of Netaji’ s remains at the Renkoji 
Temple in the near future and to bring it back to India in 2007, 
which we are celebrating as India-Japan Friendship year. 


(S 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
July 20, 2006 
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New Delhi ^uiy 14* 2006 


inister 


Excellency, 

Thank you very much for your letter and the warm tributes you 

■ | i 

have paid to Netaji Subhash j( .'|andra Bose, whose memory is as sacred in 
Japan as in India. May 1 als<j> Ike this opportunity to express appreciation 
for the devotion of the Priesfc tff the Renkoji Temple. 


Excellency, I have ujliffi note of the points you have made and 
these shall be looked into, great sensitivity and humanism that your 
letter reflects, confirm my V ; lief that your involvement in India-Japan 
relations is an asset for oai| ongoing efforts to strengthen bilateral 
relations. 

Please accept, ExotijLency, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 


His Excellency Mr. Yoshiro 
President 

Indo- Japanese Association 
Tokyo 


(Manmohan Sing 
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Dear Mr. Prune Minister, 

I am writing thi.s letter recalling the hi 
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September 1945, his remains have been kept |? 
under the hospitable care rendered by its chief | 
As I understand it, his remains have 
of the delicate domestic circumstances in indid 
cLune to learn through Professor Kazuo Azucnf 
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Association, that Mrs. Krsna Bose of Kolkataj, 
close relative of the late Netaji Chandra Bose* 
change in circumstances in India, his rcmai^ 
without further delay. Having being briefed m c! 
of the Netaji family should be considered ifouj 
that if his remains were to be returned to India i|, 
great historic status, the event wotild further p 
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1 sincerely hope that Your Excellency ^ 
die wishes of the Bose family and take the applet 
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inform me of your thoughts. 
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Tokyo, April 28, 2006 
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With warmest regards, 
Yoshiro Mori 


President 

The Tndo-Japane.se Association 
Suzuko Bldg. 2F 
Kayabaoho 2-1 -14, Nihonbashi, 
Chuo-ku. Tokyo, 

Japan 103-0025 
Tei. .’81-3*5640-7604 
Fax.81 -3-5640-1576 
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Prime M 


New Delhi: J 4 iy;l 4 f 2006 


i 


inister 


Excellency. 

Thank you very much foif /tour letter and Ere warm tributes you 

l : 

have paid to Nctaji Subhash Chant itfa Bose, whose memory is ay 3 acred in 

l ■ 

Japan as in India. May I also takif 'his opportunity to express appreciation 

ij 

tor the devotion of the Priests ofjqM Renkoji Temple. 

if ; 

Excellency, I have taken ( rite of the points you have made afld 
these shall be looked into. The jj:sat sensitivity and humanism that your 

letter reflects, confirm my belie] (jhat your mvolvement in fiidia-Japan 

I 

relations is an asset for our jn$oing efforts to strengthen bilateral 


relations. 


I 


Please accept. Excellent ^ the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 


His Excellency Mr. Yoshiro Mon 
President 

Indo-Japanese Association 
Tokyo 


n. 



(Manmohan Sihgf 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 


AMBASSADOR 


2-11 , Kundan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Tel: (81 -3) 3265-5036 / 3512-2125 
Fax : (81-3) 3262-2301 
E-Mail: amb@indembjp.org 


No.Tok/123/1/2006 


20 th July, 2006 


Excellency, 


I have the honour to forward a letter addressed to Your 


Excellency by H.E. Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India. 


Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest 


consideration. 




(H.K. Singh) 



H.E. Mr. Yoshiro Mori, 
President, 

The Indo-Japanese Association, 
Suzuko Building, 2F, 
Kayabacho 2-1-14, Nihonbashi, 
Chou-ku, Tokyo 103-0025. 






WR T&lt 

Prime Minister 

New Delhi; July 14, 2006 






Excellency, 

Thank you very much for your letter and the warm tributes you 
have paid to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, whose memory is as sacred in 
Japan as in India. May I also take this opportunity to express appreciation 
for the devotion of the Priests of the Reukoji Temple. 

Excellency, T have taken note of the points you have made and 
these shall be looked into. ‘Hie great sensitivity and humanism that your 
letter reflects, confirm my belief that your involvement In India- Japan 
relations is an asset for our ongoing efforts to strengthen bilateral 
relations. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 







His Excellency Mr. Yoshiro Mori 
President 

In do- Japanese Association 
Tokyo 
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CRASH CRASH CRASH 

PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 


FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO 

FROM 

INDEMBASSY, TOKYO 

SUJATA MEHTA, JS (PMO) 

FAX: 23794443 

No:G-2913/J${$)/06 

DATE JULY 18, 2006 

NO OF PAGES : 2 
(INCL. THIS PAGE) 


Ambassador from JS (PMO) 


Faxed herewith is a copy of a letter from PM to Mr. 
Yoshiro Mori, President, Indo-Japanese Association, which may 
kindly be transmitted suitably. The signed original follows by bag. 

(Sujata Mehta) 

Copy (along with original) by bag to Ambassador 
of India, Tokyo. 


Copy also to Secretary (East)/Joint Secretary (EA), 


MEA 




(Sujjata Mehta) 
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TOR 4ft 

Prime Minister 

New Delhi : July 14, 2006 






Excellency, 

Thank you very much for your letter and the warm tributes you 
have paid to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, whose memory is as sacred in 
Japan as in Tndia. May L also take this opportunity to express appreciation 
for the devotion of the Priests of the Renkoji Temple. 

Excellency, I have taken note of the points you have made and 
these shall be looked into. The great sensitivity and humanism that your 
letter reflects, confirm my belief that your involvement in India-Japan 
relations is an asset for our ongoing efforts to strengthen bilateral 
relations. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 







His Excellency Mr. Yoshiro Mori 
President 

Indo- Japanese Association 
Tokyo 
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Tokyo, April 28, 2006 

Dear Mf. Prime Minister, 

T am writing this letter recalling the tragic demise on August 1045 of the great 
hero of independence Netaji Chandra Bose, f presume that you are aware that ever since 
September 1945, his remains have been kept at Renkoji, a Buddhist temple in Tokyo, 
under the hospitable care rendered by its chief Priest. 

As T understand it, lus remains have not been returned to India mainly because 
of die delicate domestic circumstances in India pertaining thereto. Recently however, f 
came to learn through Professor ICazuo Azuma, a board member of the Indo- Japanese 
Association, that Mrs. Krsna Bose of Koikata, President of the Netaji Institute and a 
close relative of the late Netaji Chandra Bose, now feels strongly that considering the 
change in circumstances in India, his remains should be returned to his fatherland 
without further delay. Having being briefed in detail, I have come to feel that the wishes 
of die Netaji family should be considered from a humamtanan point of view I believe 
that if his remains were to be relumed to India with the courtesy commensurate with his 
great historic status, the event would further promote the friendship between our two 
peoples. 

I sincerely hope that Your Excellency would be good enough to pay attention to 
the wishes of the Bose family and take Ihe appropriate steps accordingly. Your favorable 
assistance would be highly appreciated. [ would be much obliged if you could kindly 
inform me of your thoughts 

With warmest regards, 

Yoshiro Mori 


President 

The Indu-Japtinese Association 
Suzuko Bldg, 2 F 
Kayabaeho 2-1-14, Nihon bashi, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 103-0025 
Te).:8 1-3-5640-7604 
Pax: 8 1-3-5640- 1576 


Ministry of External Affairs 
Office of JS (CNV) & CVO 

Receipt 


SS 
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Received letter No. Tok/Pol/ 102/02/03 dated February 15, 2006 addressed to 
Shri L.D. Ralte, Joint Secretary (CNV) & Chief Vigilance Officer, ME A, 
South Block, New Delhi. 
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Chancery 

From: "Matsuura{kyodo news)" <matsuura,naoki@kyodonews.jp> 

To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;@kyodonews.jp> 

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2006 9:38 AM 

Subject: KYODO NEWS: Morning news paper headlines and World Top, Feb, 14 
2006/02/14 

For Kyodo members only 


TOP STORIES 

Tuesday morning newspaper headlines 

— Sompo Japan salesmen paid premium for customers on their own 
to meet sales targets (Asa hi) / 

— Prosecutors indict former Livedoor President Horie (Nihon 
Keizai, Mainichi, Yomiuri, Asahi); Livedoor President Hiramatsu hints 
at selling part of operations (Asahi, Mainichi); fdorie ordered 
Livedoor senior officials to make affiliate's business results show 
profit in 2004 (Yomiuri) / 

— Iran resumes small-scale uranium-enrichment work (Asahi, 

Nihon Keizai) / 

— Sanyo, Nokia to set up cellphone jpint venture in U.S. (Nihon 
Keizai) 7 

— National cancer center, National higher medical centers 
to be institutionalized in 2010 under the condition of Financial 
aid(Yomiuri) / 

VIENNA - Iran has resumed some uranium enrichment work, 
geared to making fuel for nuclear reactors or bombs, in defiance 
of a vote to engage the U.N. Security Council in efforts to rein 
in Tehran’s atomic ambitions, diplomats said. 

BAGHDAD - Slamming a fist on the railing of his metal 
courtroom pen, Saddam Hussein said he had been forced to appear 
at his trial after a two-session /boycott and launched a tirade 
against the new chief judge ory Monday. 

RAMALLAH - The outgoing Palestinian parliament boosted 
President Mahmoud Abbas's; powers on Monday in what Hamas said 
was a last-minute bid to keep the Islamic militant group in 
check after its sweeping election win. 

WASHINGTON - Fraud and abuse in the emergency response to 
Hurricane Katrina cost taxpayers millions of dollars, government 
investigators told a Senate panel on Monday ahead of a scathing 
congressional report that faults all levels of government for 
their handling of the disaster. 

_ * f 

WASHINGTON - The White House came under fire on Monday for 
not going public with the news that Vice President Dick Cheney 
accidentally shot a fellow quail hunter until the day after it 
happened. 

WASHINGTON - The Bush administration, facing rising 
political pressure over the record U.S. trade deficit, on Monday 
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From: "fs2" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

To: <jscnv@mea.gov.in> 


Sent: 15 February 2006 16:53 

Attach: Mochizuki.doc 

Subject: Translation into English 

From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

JS(CNV) from CdA 

Enclosed as word attachment herewith are the following: 

• Revised translation of the letter dated 25 Mar 05 from Rev Nichiko 



Embassy's remarks on the translation are included as three footnotes 1 , 2 & 3. 


Regards. 



— Original Message - 
From: jscn.v 
To: dcm@indembjp.org 
Cc:'fs2’ 


Sent: Monday, February 13, 2006 5:01 PM 
Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission on Netaji 

To: Indembassy Tokyo 

From: Foreign New Delhi 

C.d’A. from JS (CNV) 

I have been communicating with FS (Pol) regarding above subject as he is 
dealing with the matter. 

He must have informed that MHA, had requested that Ministry provide 
authenticated translation of the letter from the Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple, 
addressed to him dated 25 Mar 05. 

MHA has today informed me that by authenticated they only mean a translation 
of the complete letter, along with attachments, provided by Ministry/Mission. At 
present, we only have a translation of the letter and an note saying that the other 
paper contains a note by the Chief Priest of the Renkoji temple titled “About 
remains of Netaji Chandra Bose”. This note has to be translated for MHA. 


15/02/2006 


As MHA are working on a time frame of putting up the draft for Parliament to the Cabinet on 20 February, I 
would be grateful if Mission could send the translations to me by e-mail in a Word document and you could 
please forward the hard copies through Special Bag, 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

L.D. Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) & 

Chief Vigilance Officer 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi - 110011 
Tel: (91-11)23011357 
Fax: (91-11) 2379 2285 

e-mail: jscrt v@mea.gov, in / Id .ralte ® me a. gov . in 
htt p ://www.mea.n i c.in 






15 / 02/2006 




Dear Sir, 

Please forgive me for responding late to your letter received earlier. 

I wish to express my view as follows: 

On December 9, 2001, PM Vajpayee visited the Renkoji Temple. 
He visited the temple twice including the occasion when he was the 
Foreign Minister to pay homage to the remains of H.E. Mr. Subas 
Chandra Bose, the leader of India’s independence movement, which 
had been kept at the temple. After the Prime Minister’s visit, I 
heard that investigation on the remains would be conducted again. 

A delegation led by Mr. Mukerji visited the Renkoji Temple on 
September 17, 2002. On that occasion, the persons concerned 
including myself and Messrs. Masao Hayashi and Shigemoto 
Okuda of the Chandra Bose Academy gathered. They offered 
thorough explanations about the circumstances surrounding the 
death of H.E. Mr. Chandra Bose. I have no doubts about the 
authenticity of the factual explanations offered by individuals 
directly related to the temple. The possibility of conducting a DNA 
test was not discussed at that time. 

In October, Messrs. Rajasekhar and Armstrong visited the temple. 
They said they would open the casket for investigation as directed 
/' — by Mr. Mukherji. I opened it as I thought I should cooperate with 
them. They took pictures of the scene. I requested them to give me 
a proof showing that I did not open the casket by myself but only 
when I was so asked. Both officers, Messrs Rajasekhar and 
Armstrong put in the casket a piece of paper on which they wrote 
about it. After that I heard that pictures taken at that time had 
appeared in a local newspaper in India, I was astonished and 
shocked. 

Colonel H. Raman, Mrs. Sahay, Mr. Iyer and officials of the 
concerned Japanese authorities concerned brought the remains 
with the request we kept them, (Please refer to an attached copy of 
a paper about the details of the handover of the remains in 1945) 


1 



At that time, after the defeat in the war, Japan was under 
occupation of the US and the UK. In the midst of severity of 
circumstances surrounding the Japanese society, my father agreed 
to safeguard the remains under his care in the conviction that there 
is no border for remains. He was requested by official of the Indian 
Representative Office to remain silent concerning this matter for 
some time. Therefore I believe without doubt that these are the 
remains of H.E. Mr. Chandra Bose. At that time, the then Indian 
Representative Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 
had requested my father to keep the remains and give considerable 
care to them because they were the remains of a very important 
person of India. Therefore, my father always had given ^ 

conscientious care to the remains of the Indian dignitary in a bid to 
avoid any accident. Someone told my father to give up the 
remains. I heard that my father took the remains in his bed 
during that night. He made such arrangements more than once. 

When Mr. A. Seth was the Ambassador, I was told that a DNA test 
could be conducted and I had agonized over it so much. When he 
was still alive, my father used to say that the remains must be 
returned to India. I decided to extend my cooperation in the hope 
that if I agree to conduct the DNA test, it would pave the way for 
the return of the remains to India, as my father wished for it. In a 
meeting with the Ambassador, H.E. Mr. Tripathi, last year, I told 
him that I consent to the proposal. 

Needless to say, I hope that the remains must be treated with 
respect and dignity when a research is conducted. I think we 
should offer prayers showing due respect when the remains are 
pulled out for the DNA test. 

As to giving explanations to the followers of the Renkoji Temple, 
that task maybe left to me. As for the Chandra Bose Academy, 
however, I am in no position to answer for them. 

When I met H.E. Mr. Tripathi at the Embassy on April 9, 2004, he 
asked me whether I had any request to make of him. I requested 


2 



him to make some arrangement to allow me to bury some of the 
remains here. After considering further on the matter, I wish to 
make a new request. I hope that the names of my father and 
myself would be engraved below a statue of H.E. Mr. Chandra Bose 
in India as we have been entrusted for safeguarding the remains for 
a period of 60 years. If I were allowed to bury some of the remains, I 
shall continue to pray for the repose of souls of Mr. Bose. 


This is my response to Secretary Srinivas. 


Sincerely Yours. 

O 

Nichiko Mochizuki 
Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 

(25-3-2005) 


Mr. Srinivas 
Officer 

The Indian Embassy 
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Regarding the remains of Mr. Netaji Subas Chandra Bose 
Kyoei Mochizuki 

Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 
2-130, Koenji, Suginami'ku Tokyo. 

Rev. Kakigawa, a priest with a special duty of the Horinouchi 
Myohoji temple, visited the Renkoji temple at 8 o’clock in the 
morning of 18 September 1945. He came for a secret consultation 
about the funeral for Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, the Supreme 
Commander of the Indian National Army who was killed in an air 
crash at the airport in Taipei on August 18 of the same year. Rev. 
Kakigawa said that Rev. Nisho Hori, the chief priest of the Myohoji 
temple, was requested to perform the funeral but that he declined 
the offer because he felt not up to it due to his old age! other temples 
had also refused to accede to the request, citing various reasons; 
and he was told by others that the Chief Priest of the Renkoji 
temple could accommodate the request. Upon hearing the request, I 
agreed to it promptly as I believed there was no border for souls and 
it is a vocation for a Buddhist priest to pray for the repose of souls 
of the dead. Consequently, about 100 people gathered at 8 o’clock in 
the evening of September 18. Among those who were present 
were: Mr. M. Rama Murthy, an Indian who lived in Tokyo, Mrs. 
Sahay, Mr. Iyer, Mr. Kimura, 50 or 60 bodyguards of Mr. Bose, a 
Japanese man in plain clothes who appeared to be an officer 
attached to the General Staff, Indians and Japanese. I receive the 
remains from the officer attached to the General Staff and Mr. 
Murthy, placed them at the center of the Buddhist altar, and held 
the ceremony with 6 other Buddhist priests. After the end of the 
ceremony, Mr. Murthy requested me to keep the remains. I did not 
create any document acknowledging the acceptance to safeguard 
the remains because I thought it was a temporary arrangement. As 
things turned out, I continued to keep the remains secretly. Since 
then, several Indians used to make secret visits to the temple to 
pray for the repose of Mr. Bose’s soul every month on 18th, the day 
when he passed away. However, it had become clear that the 
Indians residing in Japan who belonged to the Indian National 
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Army would be repatriated to India on November 19 as war 
criminals prosecuted by the UK. I heard that they had taken 
important posts of the Indian Army following round the clock 
discussions at the court martial. Taking into consideration the 
circumstances surrounding the Japanese society at that time and 
Japan’s relations with the occupation force, it is natural that the 
Indians concerned were extremely cautious about the safeguard of 
the remains. I made up my mind to risk my life for the task of 
keeping the remains because it was not easy to safeguard such 
remains for a long time. Few people visited the temple after the 
Indians concerned left Japan for their country. Based on my 
^ religious belief, I have been devoting myself to the safeguard of the 

remains and to offer Buddhist services for the repose of the soul of 
Mr. Bose in a bid to meet expectations of the Indians concerned who 
told me, at the time of their departure for home, that they had 
absolute confidence in me. 

Around the time when the San Francisco Peace Conference was 
held in 1950, some newspapers had begun reporting stories about 
Mr, Bose. Accompanied by the Director of the Protocol Division, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Chetor, of the Representative 
Office of India in Japan, visited the temple on May 21, 1950. Mr. 
Iyer, then the Bombay Information attache, came in May and June 
of the same year for investigation. He returned home after 
completing his fact finding mission. On May 28 th of the same year, 
Mr. Tamura, the Director of Protocol Division of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Toravelu, the First Secretary of Indian 
Embassy, came suddenly for extending an invitation to me and took 
me to a dinner hosted by CDA Chetor of India. However, Mr. 
Chetor was not able to attend the dinner due to an official 
engagement, Mr. Tamura said “You have done a good deed for 
Japan. However, your deed could have serious effects on the 
relations between Japan and India. It depends on your future 
deeds." First Secretary Toravelu showed highest respect and deep 
appreciation to me for my dedication for the safeguard of the 
remains of Mr. Bose at the risk of my life. 


5 


Prior to Mr. Iyer’s return to home in July of the same year, 
Ambassador Chetor visited the temple again. Shortly after that, Mr. 
Rawal was posted to Japan as the Ambassador and visited the 
temple thrice. In each time of the visits, he expressed his 
gratitude to me and asked me to continue looking after the remains. 
At the end of February 1953 at the invitation of the Indian 
Embassy I visited the Embassy for a meeting with Ambassador 
Rawal. On that occasion, I expressed my view and offered detailed 
explanation of the development of the case about the remains of Mr 
Bose from the beginning as was required under the Indian 
embassy’s documents. The Embassy made a record of all the 
discussions at the meeting. On that occasion, the Ambassador said 
“I head that some are trying to make use of the remains of Mr. Bose 
for the benefit of their own, which disturbs me. It stands to reason 
that you hold Buddhist services for the repose of his soul. Under 
the policy, we turn down all proposals from anyone who is trying to 
make use of the matter for his own profit. I would like to advise 
you not to get involved in any dirty conspiracy from outside.” 

As there were various complicated problems around the issue about 
keeping the remains, I asked him how I should deal with the 
remains of Mr. Bose. Then, on January 12, 1954, on behalf of the 
Indian Ambassador, a person visited to me secretly. He showed me 
a reply letter from PM Nehru and read the words by himself. He 
told me that in the names of the President of India and PM Nehru, 
they expressed the highest gratitude to me for my effort to hold the 
funeral for Mr. Bose and keep his remains. As for a matter of 
handling the remains, I was told and asked to say prayers for the 
repose of Mr. Bose’s soul and keep the remains for the time being as 
they could entrust it to nobody in Japan for safeguarding except me, 
attaching faith in my sincerity. I was asked to tell nothing about 
the matter to newspaper reporters and others. The above 
mentioned letter contained a word as to material assistance to me. I 
had not requested for any assistance. As I only felt the necessity of 
setting up a shrine which is appropriate for placing the remains of 
Mr. Bose in it, I told him so. Then, the person acting as 
Ambassador’s proxy promised me to convey it to PM Nehru. 


On August 18, 1955, First Secretary Dau of the Indian Embassy 
visited the temple. After placing a flower wreath from the 
Ambassador, we held a Buddhist memorial service in 
commemoration of the 10 th anniversary of the death of Mr. Chandra 
Bose. Mr. Bose had passed away on August 18. On September 18 
of the same year, a memorial service sponsored by myself and all 
the supporters of my temple was held to commemorate the 10 th 
anniversary of the death of Mr. Bose. About 200 people attended 
the service including the Foreign Minister (Aoi Shigemitsu), the 
Indo’Japan Association, the Asian Association and ex-Japanese 
military men, together with journalists and citizens. It was a 
successful service. The Indian Government sent a telegram saying, 
“On the occasion of the 10 th anniversary of the death of Mr, Bose, 
we wish to pray for the repose of his soul and think about his 
greatness. We wish to express a profound gratitude to Rev. 
Mochizuki, the Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple, for his favor.” 

On May 30, 1956 at the Indian Embassy, I had a meeting with 
Messrs Nawazukan (Railway Councilor) Suresh 1 Bose (elder blood 
brother of Chandra Bose) and Maitra Nawazukan 2 (Commissioner) 
of a delegation led by Mr. Nawazukan, which was dispatched by the 
Indian government to investigate the cause of the death of Chandra 
Bose. Consequently, the above mentioned three voiced their 
conviction that that remains kept at the Renkoji Temple must be 
the remains of Mr. Bose. I accompanied them to the Renkoji 
Temple immediately. They saw the remains. Upon seeing the 
remains, Mr. Suresh Bose, an elder blood brother, was not able to 
stand there. He just broke down and cried. He held my hands 
and expressed his gratitude to me many times. 

On June 4 of the same year, a reception sponsored by the Ministry 
Foreign Affairs was held for the delegation at the Industrial Club of 
Japan in Marunouchi. On that occasion, a film depicting a brave 
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2 Shahnawaz Khan? 
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figure of Mr, Bose before his death was shown. It was kept by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and given to the delegation. At the 
reception, Mr. Suresh Bose shook hands with me five times again. 
In each time, he held my shoulders. Tears of gratitude were 
streaming down his face. 

On October 12 of the same year, a paper about a “matter with 
regard to a report by an investigation committee on the cause of the 
death of Chandra Bose” came. It was addressed to me from the 
Director, the 4 th Division, the Asian Bureau, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. According to the paper, on September 11 at Indian 
Parliament, PM Nehru delivered a speech on the report by the 
mission investigating into the cause of the death of Mr. Chandra 
Bose; acknowledged that the remains kept at the Renkoji Temple 
are those of Mr. Chandra Bose! and recognized the necessity for 
erection of a monument in his memory at an appropriate place by 
bringing back the remains to India in the future. He said, “I (PM 
Nehru) express my deep gratitude to the chief priest of the Renkoji 
Temple, who has been dedicated to safeguarding the remains with 
great respect for a long period of time. 

I heard that the Indian Government did not immediately fulfill a 
plan to return the remains to the country because, Mr Suresh 3 
Bose, an elder brother of Mr Chandra Bose, after the return of the 
delegation refused to acknowledge the death of Mr Bose due to 
influence of his close relations. And, especially as 80 million people 
in the Bengal State still believe blindly that Mr. Bose is alive, the 
Indian Government is reported to take into consideration its impact 
on the matter. 

In accordance with Buddhist rite, the 13 th anniversary of the death 
of Mr. Bose was to be observed. As such, on June 25 I visited the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Indian Embassy for making a 
three -point proposal in writing. I wish to hold a memorial service 
to commemorate the 13 th anniversary of the death of Mr. Bose on 
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coming August 18, the date of his death. I hope that PM Nehru 
will visit the Renkoji Temple to pay his respect at the remains when 
he visits Japan. I asked about the Indian government’s intention of 
dealing with the remains. I had advanced the same suggestions in 
writing to PM Nehru. The Indian Government and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs replied quite positively and sincerely, promising to 
provide a variety of assistance to me. The Indian Embassy and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs have given me concrete instruction as to 
the matter of sending invitation cards. The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs informed me that PM Nehru will visit the temple as a part 
of an official program during his visit to Japan in this autumn. 
The Director of the Information Bureau of the Indian Embassy has 
given us a part of a report compiled by the Indian Government 
(with 6 to 7 photographs of the Renkoji Temple and myself) based 
on the report by the Indian Government’s investigation mission. 

The Buddhist memorial service in commemoration of the 13 th 
anniversary of the death of Mr. Bose scheduled for this summer is 
an important function. I wish to hold it with solemnity with 
support and cooperation to be given by the authorities concerned 
and good wishers at a time when an official investigation by the 
Indian government was complete. 

July 25, 1957 
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From: "fs2" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

Sent: 15 February 2006 13:44 

Subject: Fw: Justice Mukherjee Commission on Netaji ^ V^S} J 

From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

\ 


JS(CNV) from CdA 



Enclosed as word attachment herewith are the following: 



• Revised translation of the letter dated 25 Mar 05 from Rev Nichiko 
Mochizuki 

• Translation of the attachment referred to in the above letter [A note fi 
rs Reverend Kyoei Mochizuki, dated 25 Jul 1957] 


Regards. 

S K Mandal 

— Original Message — 

From: jscnv 

To: dcm@indembjp.org 

Cc: fs2' 

Sent: Monday, February 13, 2006 5:01 PM 
Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission on Netaji 

To: Indembassy Tokyo 

From: Foreign New Delhi 



oh 


^ C.d’A. from JS (CNV) 

I have been communicating with FS (Pol) regarding above subject as he is 
dealing with the matter. 

He must have informed that MHA, had requested that Ministry provide 
authenticated translation of the letter from the Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple, 
addressed to him dated 25 Mar 05. 

MHA has today informed me that by authenticated they only mean a translation 
of the complete letter, along with attachments, provided by Ministry/Mission. At 
present, we only have a translation of the letter and an note saying that the other 
paper contains a note by the Chief Priest of the Renkoji temple titled "About 
remains of Netaji Chandra Bose”. This note has to be translated for MHA. 

As MHA are working on a time frame of putting up the draft for Parliament to the Cabinet on 20 February, I 
would be grateful if Mission could send the translations to me by e-mail in a Word document and you could 
please forward the hard copies through Special Bag. 

With best wishes, 


15/02/2006 


Embassy of India 
Tokyo 







Please go through the consular pages of the Embassy’s website to see if any changes are 
required. Kindly examine all the demand for documents made in line with manuals / 
instructions on the subject so that holistic view could be taken. Examples of changes 
already in place include: 

• No demand for recommendation letter from Japanese parent company and 
invitation letter from Indian firm in respect of business visas 

* Changed time for delivery of some of the services 


This exercise may kindly be completed and detailed proposals submitted bvJL\pr 05. 

(G V Srinivas) 
FS (Pol&Cons)/HOC 
24 Mar 05 

Separate copies: 
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Sincerely, 
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L.D. Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) & 

Chief Vigilance Officer 
Ministry of External Affairs 
Siouth Block 
New Delhi -110011 
Tel: (91-11) 2301 1357 
Fax: (91-11) 2379 2285 

e-mail: jscnv@mea.gov. in / Id. ralte@mea.gov. in 
http://www.mea.nic.in 
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STUDENT VIS A/RE SEARCH VISA 


Q: What are the requirements for getting student or Research visa? 

A: Please see d^tailc giv^n ‘ Student Visa/Research Visa’ under the Genera l-Visa 

hiforrrratnfrr''' 

Q: Is there any difference between Student Visa and Research Visa 9 

A: Yes,_ther©-is. For applying student visa, you may directly approach Visa & 

Consular Section. For applying a Research Visa, you should first go to the 
Education Wing in the Indian Embass£ar?d seek clearance from them. Thereafter 
you may approach Visa & Consular Section for grant of appropriate visa. 

Q: Can I change my college, institution or university on my own after reaching India 

with Student visa or Research visa? 

A: No, von r.a m wt- 

Q: Can I extend my visa in India and join another course after completing the course 

for which I have initially obtained student/research visa? 

A: You may clarify this from the educational authorities concerned and the nearest 

Foreigners’ Registration Office in India^ — 




Transit visa 


Q : Can I go for tourism if I enter India on transit visa? 

A: Transit visa is granted for the purpose of transiting through India on the way to 

visiting some other country. It cannot be used for tourism purpose as it has a very 
limited period of 1 5 days. 


general queries 

Since T nrrHapanese national, ^houldiapply for Indian visa only in Japan and not 
in other Indian Embassies/Consulate in other countries? 

You can apply for any kind of Indian visa anywhere all over the world where the 
Indian Embassy or Consulate is located. 

Can I take my personal pet |uch as dog, cat and bird to India? 

Yes, .y ou can . However, you may-send .a. separate e-mail request so that we can 
tell you detailed information m writing 7 v 

Do I have to carry health certificate certifying that I am free from AIDS, etc. 
when I go to India? 

No, you- nccd n o t * ,, 

What kind of currency should I carry when I go to India? ^ O') 

Please carry dollar bills. j '■ 

Can I send my friend or relative to submit my visa application on my behalf? 

Yes, you may. But please complete the form properly and sign. Please also note 
that you may possibly be called at the Indian Embassy (Consular Section) for 
interview, if necessary. 

Which days of the week are working days in the Indian Embassy? At what time 
should I come to submit the visa application? 


Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Q: 



C-fSl 


Dear Sir, 



Please forgive me for answer 
received 


followings . 


ig to your letter too late, though 
I wish to express my view as 


On December 9, 2001, PM Vajpayee visited the Renkoji Temple. 

He visited the temple twice including one when he was the 
Foreign Minister to pay homage to the remains of H.E. Mr. 

Subas Chandra Bose, the leader of India’s independence 
movement, which tek been kept at the temple. After the 

^ Prime Minister’s visit, I heard that investigation on the 
remains would be conducted again. 

A delegation led by Mr. Mukerji visited the Renkoji Temple on 
September 17, 2002. On that occasion, the persons concerned 
including myself and Messrs. Masao Hayashi and Shigemoto 
Okuda of the Chandra Bose Academy gathered. They offered 
thorough explanations about the circumstances surrounding 
the death of H.E. Mr. Chandra Bose. I have no doubts about 
the authenticity of the^expfanations ef-the ^act, which wa s 
offered by individuals directly related to the temple. The 
possibility of conducting a DNA test was not discussed at that 
time. 

''-V 

In October, Messrs. Rajasekhar and Armstrong visited the 
temple. They said they will open a s hrin e for investigation by 
■ order o f Mr. Mukerji. I opened it as I thougt l ha^4e ' 

cooperate with them. They took pictures of the scene. I 
requested them to give me a proof that I did notytake the \ 
liberty of opening the shrine'. Both officers, Messrs Rajasekhar 
and Armstrong put in the shrine a piece of paper on which they 
wrote about it. After that I hedd that pictures taken at that 
time had appeared in tfe local newspaper in India. I was 
astonished and strongly shocked. 


Colonel H. Raman, Mrs. Sahay, Mr. Iyer and officials of the l.* ,yr> c ^ 
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Japanese authorities Gone-erned brought the remains and 
requested to keep them . (Please refer to an attached copy of a 
paper about the details of the handover of the remains in 1945) 
that time, after the defeat in the war, Japan was under 
occupation of the US and the UK* In the midst of severity of 
circumstances surrounding the Japanese society, my father 
agreed to safeguard the remains under his care in the 
conviction that there is no border for remains. He was 
requested by official of the Indian Representative Office to 
remain silent concerning this matter for some time. Therefore 
I believe without doubt that these are the remains of H.E. Mr. 

Chandra Bose. At that time, then the Indian Representative 
Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan had 
requested my father to keep the remains and give considerable 
care to them because they were the remains of a very 
important person of India. Therefore, my father always had 
given conscientious care to the remains of the Indian dignitary 
in a bid to avoid any accident. Someone told my father to give 
the remains. I heard that my father took the remains in his 
bed during the night. He made such arrangements more than 
once. 

When Mr. A. Seth was the Ambassador, I was told that a DNA 
test could be conducted and I had agonized over it so much. 

When he was still alive, my father used to say that the 
remains must be returned to India. I decided to extend my 
cooperation in the hope that if I agree to conduct the DNA test, 
it would pave the way for the return of the remains to India, as 
my father wished for it. In a meeting with the Ambassador, 

H.E. Mr. Trip at hi, last year, I told him that I consent to the 
proposal. 

Needles to say, I hope that the remains must be treated with 
respect and dignity when a research is conducted. I think we 
should offer prayers wrtih'due respect when the remains are 
pulled out for the DNA test. 
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Asjbf'explanations to (followers of the Renkoji Temple, all work 
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of-it is^left on me. As for the Chandra Bose Academy, \I am not 
in a position to reply to the question. 
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When I met H.E. Mr. Trip at hi at the Embassy on April 9, 2004, 
he asked me whether I had any request to make of him. I 
requested him to make some arrangement to allow me to bury 
some of the remains here. After mmking-^onsiSdratmn of the 
matter, I wish to make a new request. I hope that the names 
of my father and myself ^yould be engraved below a statue of 
H.E. Mr. Chandra Bose in India as we have been entrusted for 
safeguarding the/ remains for a period of 60 years. If I were 
£\\ allowed to bury some of the remains, I shall continue to pray 
for the repose of souls of Mr. Bose. 


This is my 




to Secretary Srinivas. 


Sincerely Yours. 




Nichiko Mochizuki 
Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 
(25-3-2005) 


Mr. Srinivas 
Officer 

The Indian Embassy 
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Regarding the remains of Mr. Netaji Subas Chandra Bose 

Kyoei Mochizuki 

Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 
2- 130, Koenji, Suginami-ku Tokyo. 

Rev. Kakigawa, a priest with a special duty of the Horinouchi 
Myohoji temple, visited the Renkoji temple at 8 o'clock in the 
morning of 18 September 1945. He came for a secret 
consultation about the funeral for Mr. Sidias Chandra Bose, 
the Supreme Commander of the Indian National Army who 
was killed in an air crash at the airport in Taipei on August 18 
of the same year. Rev. Kakigawa said that Rev. Nisho Hori, 
the chief priest of the Myohoji temple, was requested to^de tlie 
same but, declined the offer because he felt aaxlety a&eut his 
old age; other temples had also refused to aeeept the request, 
citing various reasons; and he was told by others that the 
Chief Priest of the Renkoji temple could accommodate the 
request. Upon hearing the request, I aeedmmohat -ed it 
promptly as I believed there was no border for souls and it is a 
vocation for a Buddhist priest to pray for the repose of souls of 
the dead. Consequently, about 100 people gathered at 8 o’clock 
in the evening of September 18. Among those who were 
present were: Mr. M. Ra ma^ Murthy, an Indian who lived in 
Tokyo, Mrs. Sahay, Mr. Iyer, Mr. Kimura, 50 or 60 bodyguards 
of Mr. Bose, a Japanese man in plain clothes who appeared to 
be an officer attached to the General Staff, Indians and 
Japanese. I receive the remains from the officer attached to 
the General Staff and Mr. Murthy, placed them at the center of 
the Buddhist altar, and held the ceremony with 6 other 
Buddhist priests. After the end of the ceremony, Mr. Murthy 
requested me to keep the remains. I did not create any paper 
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acknowledging the safeguard of the remains because I thought 
it was a temporary arrangement. "Things turned out that I Vjt ^ 

kept the remains secretly. Since then, several Indians used to 
make secret visits to the temple to pray for the repose of Mr. 

Bose’s soul every month on 18th, the day when he passed away. 
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However, it had become clear that the Indians residing in 
Japan who belonged to the Indian National Army would be 
repatriated to India on November 19 as war criminals 
prosecuted by the UK. I heard that they had taken important 
posts of the Indian Army m-ffie ^wake-of ground the clock 
discussions at the court martial. Taking into consideration 
the circumstances surrounding the Japanese seciah at that 
time and Japan’s relations with the occupation force, it is 
natural that the Indians concerned were extremely cautious 
about the safeguard of the remains. I made up my mind to 
risk my life for the task of keeping the remains because it was 
not easy to safeguard such remains for a long time. Few people 
visited the temple- , after the Indians concerned left Japan for 
their country. Base on my religious belief, I have been devoting 
myself to the safeguard of the remains and Buddhist services 

A 

for the repose of the soul of Mr. Bose in a bid to meet 
expectations of the Indians concerned who told me, at d time of 
their departure for home, that they had absolute confidence in 

me. 








Around the time when the San Francisco Peace Conference 
was held in 1950, some newspapers had begun reporting 
stories about Mr. Bose. Accompanied by the Director of the 
Protocol Division, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Chetor, 
of the Representative Office of India in Japan, visited the 
temple on May 21, 1950. Mr. Iyer, then the Bombay 
Information attache, came in May and June of the same year 

JHje returned home after completing his 
on work. On May 28 th of the same year, Mr. 
Tamura, the Director of Protocol Division of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Toravelu, the First Secretary of 
Indian Embassy, came suddenly for extending an invitation to 
me and took me to a dinner hosted by CD A Chetor of India. 
However, Mr. Chetor was not able to attend the dinner due to 
an official engagement. Mr. Tamura said “You have done a 
good deed for Japan. However, your deed could have serious 
effects on the relations between Japan and India. It depends 
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on your future deeds.” First Secretary Toravelu showed 
highest respect and deep appreciation to me for my dedication 
for the safeguard of the remains of Mr. Bose at the risk of my 


life. 


Prior to Mr. Iyer’s return to home in July of the same year, 
Ambassador Chetor visited the temple again. Shortly after 
that, Mr. Rawal was posted to Japan as the Ambassador and 
visited the temple thrice. In each time of the visits, he 


exp ed his gratitude to me and asked me to (keep everything (p 



rolling.) At the end of February 1953 at the invitation of the 
Indian Embassy I visited the Embassy for a meeting with 
Ambassador Rawal. ision, I expressed my view and 

offered anexplanati of the development of the case 

from the beginning of-hi hefere the Indian embassy s document? 



r 


about the remains of Mr/Bose. The Embassy made a record of 
all the discussions at the meeting. On that occasion, the 
Ambassador said “I head that some are trying to make use of 
the remains of Mr. Bose for the benefit of their own, which 
disturbs me. It stands to reason that you hold Buddhist 
services for the repose of his soul. Under the policy, we turn 
down all proposals from anyone who is trying to make use of 
the matter for his own profit. I would like to advise you not to 
get involved in any dirty conspiracy from outside.” 












As there were various complicated problems, about keeping of 
the remains arou nd thi s ti me, I asked him how I should deal 
with the remains of Mr. Bose. Then, on January 12, 1954, on 
behalf of the Indian Ambassador, a person visited t^me 
secretly. He showed me a reply letter from PM Nehru and 
read the words by himself. He told me that in the names of 
the President of India and PM Nehru, they expressed the 
highest gratitude to me for my effort to hold the funeral for Mr. 
Bose and keep his remains. As for a matter of handling the 
remains, I was told and asked to say prayers for the repose of 
Mr. Bose’s soul and keep the remains for the time being as they 
could entrust it to nobody in Japan for safeguarding except me, 
attaching faith in my sincerity. I was asked to tell nothing 
about the matter to newspaper reporters and others. The 
above mentioned letter contained a word as to physical 
assistance to me. I had not requested any assistance. As I only 
felt the necessity of getting a shrine which is appropriate for 
placing the remains of Mr. Bose in it, I told him so. Then, the 
person acting as Ambassador’s proxy promised me to convey it 
to PM Nehru. 


On August 18, 1955, First Secretary Dau of the Indian 
Embassy visited the temple. . Placing a flower wreath from the 
Ambassado^Tyve h|ld a Buddhist memorial service in 
commemoration of the 10 th anniversary of the death of Mr. 
Chandra Bose. Mr. Bose had passed away on August 18. On 
September 18 of the same year, a memorial service sponsored 
by myself and all the supporters of my temple was held to 
commemorate the 10 th anniversary of the death of Mr. Bose. 
About 200 people attended the service including the Foreign 
Minister (Aoi Shigemitsu), the Indo-Japan Association, the 
Asian Association and ex- Japanese military men, together 
with journalists and citizens. It was a successful service. The 
Indian Government sent a telegram saying, “On the occasion 
of the 10 th anniversary of the death of Mr. Bose, we wish to 
pray for the repose of his soul and think about his greatness. 
We wish to express a greatf gratitude to Rev. Mochizuki, the 
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Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple, for his favor.” / 

On May 30, 1956 at the Indian Embassy, I had a meeting with 
Messrs Nawazukan (Railway Councilor) Suresh 'Bose (elder 
blood brother of Chandra Bose) and Maitra Nawa^kam^C 
(Commissioner) of a delegation led by Mr. Mawazukan, which 
was dispatched by the Indian government to investigate the 
cause of the death of Chandra Bose. Consequently, the above 
mentioned three voiced their conviction that that remains kept 
at the Renkoji Temple must be the remains of Mr. Bose. I 
accompanied them to the Renkoji Temple immediately. They 
saw the remains. Upon seeing the remains, Mr. Suresh Bose, 
an elder blood brother, was not able to stand there. He just 
broke down and cried. He held my hands and expressed his 
gratitude to me many times. 







On June 4 of the same year, a reception sponsored by the 
Ministry Foreign Affairs was held for the delegation at the 
Industrial Club of Japan in Marunouchi. On that occasion, a 
film depicting a brave figure of Mr. Bose before his death was 
shown. It was kept by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
given to the delegation. At the reception, Mr. Suresh Bose 
shook hands with me five times again. In each time, he held 
my shoulders. Tears of gratitude were streaming down his 
face. 

On October 12 of the same year, a paper about a “matter with 
regard to a report by an investigation committee on the cause 
of the death of Chandra Bose” came. It was addressed to me 
from the Director, the 4 th Division, the Asian Bureau, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. According to the paper, on 
September 11 at Indian Parliament, PM Nehru delivered a 
speech on the report by the mission investigating into the 
cause of the death of Mr. Chandra Bose; acknowledged that 
the remains kept at the Renkoji Temple are those of Mr. 
Chandra Bose; and recognized the necessity for erection of a 
monument in his memory at an appropriate place by bringing 
back the remains to India in the future. He said, “I (PM 
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Nehru) express my deep gratitude to the chief priest of the 
Renkoji Temple, who has been dedicated to safeguarding the 
remains with great respect for a long period of time. 




Vat 


I heard that the Indian Government does not immediately ^ 

ill a plan to return the remains to the country because, 1 ^ P) 

being affected by his relations with those who are surrounding 
C r //\ him, Mr. Surese Bose, an elder -blood brother of Mr. Chandra ^ " ’^12^ 

Bose, does not fully acknowledge the d e ath of Mr ; Bose after 



the delegatien-Game back home. And, especially as 80 million 
people in the Bengal State still believe blindly that Mr. Bose is 




A® ^ 


r-s alive, the Indian Government is reported to take into 
c^yy^ consideration its impact on the matter. 

1-957- marks ^the 13 th anniversary of the death of Mr. Bose, 
— according to a Buddhist rite^iJs such on June 25 I visited the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Indian Embassy for 
making a three-point proposal in writing. I wish to hold a 
memorial service to commemorate the 13 th anniversary of the 
death of Mr. Bose on coming August 18, |f date of his death. I 
hope that PM Nehru will visit the Renkoji Temple to pay his 
respect at the remains when he visits Japan. I asked about the 
Indian government’s intention of dealing with the remains. I 
had advanced the same suggestions in writing to PM Nehru. 
The Indian Government and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
replied quite positively and sincerely, promising to provide a 




variety of convenience to me. The Indian Embassy and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs have given me ^ concrete 
instruction as to the matter of sending invitation cards. The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed me that PM Nehru will 
visit the temple as a part of an official program during his visit 
to Japan in this autumn. The Director of the Information 
Bureau of the Indian Embassy has given us a part of a report 
compiled by the Indian Government (with 6 to 7 photographs 
of the Renkoji Temple and myself) based on the report by the 
Indian Government’s investigation mission. 
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The Buddhist memorial service in commemoration of the 13 th 
anniversary of the death of Mr. Bose scheduled for this 
summer is an important function. I wish to hold it with 
solemnity with support and cooperation to be given by the 
authorities concerned and good wishers at a time when an 
official investigation by the Indian government was complete. 

July 25, 1957 
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From: <in1-0013@gol.com> 

To: "DCM" <dcm@indembjporg>; <jscnv@mea.gov.in>; <fs2@indembjp org> 

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2006 4:35 AM 

Attach: Renkoji-Translation.doc 

Subject: Fw: Renkiji Fax 

From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 
Rptd: CdA 

Sir, 

Receipt of your mail is acknowledged herewith. 



^ From the Embassy what we can provide is only unofficial translation using the 
Japanese local interpreters that we have among Embassy staff. We have already 
asked them to undertake the exercise once again and see if there were any 
errors in the earlier one sent by us. 

'Authenticated official translation , ' however, appears to be a much more formal 
thing. I am trying to ascertain if such a procedure as ’authentication of 
translations’ exists in Japan. Foreign Office informs that all the translations that 
they carry on their website are invariably 'provisional' and not 'official'. 
'Authenticate Official Translation' being a legal term, we are trying to get formal 
inputs on the subject from the local Foreign Office. 



In the meanwhile, could you kindly advise us how, as per Ministry's information, 
such a document can be procured. 


Regards. 

Srinivas 

— Original Message — 

From: jscnv •»» 

To: fs2 

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2006 6:40 PM 
Subject: Renkiji Fax 

Understand my fax is sending out smudged copies. Unsigned fax is attached 


L.D. Ralte 

joint Secretary (CNV) & 

Chief Vigilance Officer 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi -110011 
Tel: (91-11)2301 1357 
Fax: (91-11) 2379 2285 

e-mail: jscnv@mea.gov .in / Id.ralte@mea.gov .in 
http:/ /www.mea.nic.in 
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Copy also forwarded for information to 

Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 




(K.L. Sh^rma) 
Deputy Secretary 
(Cabinet) 


/ 


/ 


Copy forwarded to Secretary-General, Lok /Sabha, Secretary-General, 
Rajya Sabha, all Secretaries/Special Secretaries/ Additional Secretaries to the 
Govt, of india/Chairman, Railway Board, for information. 


(L^ 



(Cabinet) 


Copy forwarded to ail Ministries/Departments of the Govt, of India/Lok 
Sabha Secretariat (Distribution /Branch & Question BranchJ/Rajya Sabha 
Secretariat (Distribution Branch 7 & Question Branch)/ Establishment Officer. 
Department of Personnel & training/Ministry of External Affairs (Protocol 
Division )/Press Information /Bureau/Section Officer, NGO Section, Prime 
Minister’s Office, Accounts /Officer, Pay & Accounts Office, Cabinet Affairs, 
for information. / 



(K.L. SfWrma) 


Deputy Secretary 
(Cabinet) 
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AS (FA) 




Fax 

MOST IMMEDIATE 


0001 

37-C 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 
Office of Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Td: 

1 

Indembassy Tokyo 

- 

. From: 

LD Ralte, JS (CNV) 

Fax: 

81-3-32344666 

Pages 

ONE 

Re 

Justice Mukherjee Commission 

Date: 

10 February 2006 



AMBASSADOR from JS (CNV) 


Subject Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry on Netaji Subhas Bose. 



Reference FS (Pol), Shri G.V. Srinivas' letter No.Tok/ 102/ 2/ 03 of 5 
April 2005 with which he had enclosed a letter, along with an unofficial 
translation, from the Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple. 

2. MHA, who are to table the JMCTs report in the next session of 
Parliament, have requested for an official translation of the above letter. 

3. Shall be grateful if same can be arranged and sent to me urgently as a 
deadline of 20 Februar y has been given in order that Cabinet Approval can be 
taken in time. ( Authenticated translation can be sent by Special Bag while copy can 
be e-mailed to mie'a bisegv^mca.uov.m in advance. 



NoJ5/4/NGO-VolXIV 




(L.D. Ralte) 




Room No, 1S3 South Hack. New Delhi 110 01 1 Tel: (91-11)2301 1367/ Fax: (91-11)2379 2285 

frmaM pcnvEmoa.gov .in / httpYAwiyw.flttajaayiP 



JS(CNU)MEA 


13:35 P.01/01 
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Netaji missing from crash death register 

Mukherjee Judge cites evidence to back claim he didn V die in Formosa 

NANDINI GUHA 

KOLKATA, December 13 Add one 
more to the swirl of conspiracy 
theories around Netaji Subhas 
/■*> Chandra Bose’s disappearance. 

It’s now with the Home Ministry as 
Exhibit Number 304. Written in 
Japanese, it’s a 60-year-old “death 
register" issued by the local municipality in Taihoku 10 days after 
the August 17, 1945 aircrash in which Netaji is said to have been 
killed. The death register does not have Netaji’s name. Neither 
does it mention the name of the pilot or the co-pilot. 

This forms the key evidence behind the conclusion of the Justice 
Manoj Kumar Mukherjee commission — as first reported in The 
Indian Express on November 13— that Netaji did not die in the 
plane crash. 

"The Commission’s report indeed cites this evidence. 1 cannot 
comment on whether there is any further scope of inquiry”, 
Mukherjee told The Indian Express. 

The evidence he is referring to— he submitted his report last 
month — contradicts the official Indian line and the finding of the 
previous two commissions, Shah Nawaz Committee (1956) and 
the Khosla Commission (1972), which concluded that Netaji had 
died in the plane crash. 

The death register is a 25-page list of 273 persons — Japanese, 
Chinese and British— cremated and buried under the Taihoku 
municipality from August 17, 1945 to August 27, 1945. 

The Mukherjee Commission had asked for death records of that 
period from the Taipei City Government in January, 2005. 

The death register reached the commission after its visit to Taipei 
and Bangkok on January 26 and 27 this year. Translator 
Sandeep Kumar Sett’s letter to the commission (Exhibit 305) 
reads: “There is no entry in the name of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose/Chandra Bose, Pilot Takizawa, Co-Pilot Aoyagi and 



Tha death register (loft) 
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General Shidei in the above documents of cremation”. 

Another letter which Justice Mukherjee has cited in his report as 
evidence against the crash theory is one from the CIA, archived 
at the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) in 
Maryland. 

The letter, which reached the Mukherjee Commission via the 
MEA on Jan 27, 2005, is on the letterhead of the Department of 
State and is dated June 28, 1946. It says: “A search of the files in 
the Intelligence Division reveals that there is no direct evidence 
that Subhas Chandra Bose was killed in an airplane crash at 
Taihoko, Formosa, despite the public statement of the Japanese 
to that effect”. This document was informally sent by the Friends 
of India Society in the US after it was declassified in 1986 but a 
certified copy reached the Commission only in January 2005. 


URL : http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story .php?content_id=83929 
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Netaji didn’t die in the plane crash: latest panel’s twist 
SUDHI RANJAN SEN 


NEW DELHI, November 12 A commission set up to unravel 
one of India’s enduring mysteries may have just 
compounded the confusion about Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. 

The third commission to try and crack the same puzzle, the 
Justice N C Mukherjee Commission, has concluded that 
Net^did not die in a plane crash in Formosa on August 18 
Ifrk, rffis, in fact contradicts the^fifsHwo commissions— 
arid 'the official Indian line. 

After five years and three extensions, the Mukherjee Commission has also 
found that the purported ashes of Netaji, still officially believed to be at Renkoji 
temple in Japan, were brought back to India in 1954. 

The commission in its report is learnt to have also trashed the folklore that 
Bose spent his last years as an ascetic in India and indicated that he had been 
to Russia after the date of ‘death’. 
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While the commission’s visit to Russia was not fruitful because of "non- 
cooperation" from the Indian Embassy in Russia and the Russian authorities, it 
came across de-classified KGB documents that included a 1947 note from a 
Mumbai-based KGB agent to Stalin. The note from Siayadinats, who was 
disguised as a textile merchant, said “if the Communist movement in India has 
any chance of surviving, then Chandra Bose is the only hope.” 

But p*«haps the most startling of the findings is the one on Netaji's ashes. The 
com^ jsion came across documents from the archives that suggest that 
purported ashes were brought to India in 1954. 

A note from M 0 Mathai, Prime Minister Nehru’s private secretary, in 1954, 
said: "A small amount of Rs 200 and odd was received by the Minister of 
External Affairs from our Embassy in Tokyo with the ashes of late Shri 
Subhash Chandra Bose. This money is being kept in the External Affairs 
Ministry. I have consulted the Prime Minister about this and he agrees that this 
amount might be transferred to the INA Relief Fund. The Ministry might get in 
touch with the General Secretary AICC, 7 Jantar Mantar Road, New Delhi and 
have this money transferred to INA funds. A receipt might be obtained for 
ministry’s record.” 



Interestingly, on November 30, 1953, Nehru 
himself had written to the Indian 
Ambassador to Japan asking him to inform 
the priest of Renkoji temple that the ashes 
would be brought to India "at a proper time." 


What the others said 

1956: Shahnawaz 
Committee: Concluded that 
Netaji was killed in the crash. 
But Suresh Bose (elder 


with $ 6.7 trillion will be the first, third and fourth largest economies of the 
world by the year 2050. Thus, by the middle of this century, 3 of the 4 top 
world economies will be in Asia. 

1 5. What then is the emerging picture in Asia? 

16. Many argue, and for good reasons, that the global economy is evolving 
in a direction that will result in a multi-polar world in which at least three 
main poles, namely Japan, China and India, will be located in Asia. 

17. Asia will thus become the fulcrum of world economic activity, will 
contribute substantially to global security and will, once again, become the 
epicentre of human progress and development. 

18. Guided by this vision, India has been working vigorously to strengthen 
its relations with its Asian partners - with Japan, China, countries in the 
ASEAN region, West Asian countries and our neighbours in Central Asia. 
We have a similar vision of South Asia, unshackled from historical divisions 
and bound together in collective pursuit of peace and prosperity. 

19. Since the launching of its Look-East Policy in the early 1990s, India 
has been seeking extensive economic cooperation and strategic contacts with 
countries in South East Asia bilaterally as well as in ASEAN, ARF and other 
regional framework. 

20. India-ASEAN dialogue was elevated to summit level in 2002 and India 
also acceded to the Friendship and Amity Treaty. An India-ASEAN 
framework Free Trade Agreement was concluded at the Bali summit in 2003 


In the same fetfer, Nehru also instructed the 
Indian Amfiassadorto "help the priest in any 
way that he thinks proper including 
financially.” 


brother of Subhash, and a 
member of the committee) 
put a dissenting note on the 
findings. 


But four decades later, in 1995, India's 1970: K h. slaC.mmis.,i<.n: 

Ambassador to Germany Satish Lambah Formosa at a| , But concluded 

was asked to meet Netaji s daughter Anita that Bose dted jn the crash in 

Pfaff to make arrangements to bring back 1945 , 
the ashes from the Renkoji temple. An 

internal note, available with The Sunday Express , suggests India was paying 
Yen 60,000 to 1 million a year for the upkeep of the temple. 


In 1995, Pranab Mukerjee, who was then External Affairs Minister, also 
discussed the possibility of bringing back the ashes with his Japanese 
counterpart. Mukerjee visited Germany in 1995 and met Pfaff in this 
connection. 

That throws up another mystery. If the ashes were brought in 1954 as Mathai's 
note says, where are they kept? Now, that may call for another commission. 

URL: http://ww w .indianexpress.com/fiill_story *php?content_id=8 1 909 
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Over 60 feared dead in Delhi blasts 

By Sify Newsdesk 

Saturday, 29 October , 2005, 23:41 

New Delhi: A series of powerful blasts ripped across three of New Delhi's 
crowded markets on Saturday killing at least 64 people and injuring many 
more, according to a TV report. 

Paharajung and Sarojini Nagar Markets and Govindpuri were the areas 
rocked by the blasts. 


At least 25 people were feared dead in Pahaijung, 
while 39 more were feared dead in Sarojini Nagar 
Market where another 28 were injured. 

The first blast occurred at Paharjung at 17:40 pm 
1ST. The market, which is frequented by 
foreipners, was bustling with Diwali shoppers. 

Then came the blast at Govindpuri at around 6:00 
pm followed by the one at Sarojini Nagar market 
five minutes later. 


The bomb in Paharajung 
was placed in a 
motorcycle, while in 
Govindpuri, it was placed 
in a Delhi Transport 
Corporation Bus. At least 
four people are said to 
have been injured in the 
Govindpuri blasts. 

The capital has been 
pla^d on red alert and 
petv^ have been asked 
to stay indoors. 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India, meanwhile, announced that it 
would step up security for Indian and Sri Lankan players, who are 
currently in Delhi. The cricketers, all of whom are safe, are set to leave the 
city on Sunday morning and head for Jaipur where the third OD1 will be 
played on Monday. 

Police suspect that the militant group Lashkar-e-Toiba is behind the blasts 
that bear an eerie resemblance to the recent London bombings for which 
the Al-Qaeda had claimed responsibility. 

Home Minister Shivraj Patil too emphasised that the blasts were "definitely 
not an accident". 



Editor's Choice: 

■ Images: Terror grips 
Delhi 

m Click here for the latest 
video updates 

■ They were on fire 
begging me to help 1 

■ PM blames 'terrorist 
elements' 

* Pakistan denounces 
Delhi blasts as 
'terrorism' 
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From: <in1-0013@gol.com> 

To: "AmbTokyo" <amb@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, December 27, 2005 4:40 AM 

Subject: Fw: Netaji remains - Local Foreign Office is inquriing informally the status of the subject 


— Original Message — 

From: jscn v 
To: 'fs2' 

Sent: Monday, December 26, 2005 6:43 PM 

Subject: RE: Netaji remains - Local Foreign Office is inquriing informally the status of the subject 
Dear Srinivas, 




There is as yet no change in government’s official position. The Justice Mukherjee Commission has 
submitted its report to the Government. Government is yet to take a decision on it. 

MEA cannot make a comment on any reporting at this stage. As we do not have a copy of the Commission’s 
report, we cannot confirm or deny what the papers quote. 




Sincerely, 
Ralte 
JS (CNV) 


^ 2 ^ 






L.D. Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) & 

Chief Vigilance Officer 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi -110011 
Tel: (91-11)2301 1357 
Fax: (91-11) 2379 2285 

e-mail: jscnv® mea.gov. in / Id. ra lte® me a.g ov. i n 
http:// www.mea.n ic.in 


— Original Message 

From: fs2 [mailto:fs2@indembjp.org] 

Sent: 26 December 2005 13:52 
To: jscnv@mea.gov, in 

Subject: Netaji remains - Local Foreign Office is inquriing informally the status of the subject 



From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

JS(CNV) from FS(Pol&Cons) 

Reference your kind reply dated 17 Nov 05 (Annex 2 below) in response to my mail the same day 
(Annex 1). 
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Meanwhile, local Foreign Office has enquired informally our position on the subject. In view of this, 
we would be gratefulf if an update on the issue is provided to us. 

Regards. 

Srinivas 


Annex 2 

Original Message 

From: jscnv 
To: 'fs2' 

Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2005 1:35 PM 

Subject: RE: Indian Express article claims Netaji did not die in plane crash 
while also suggesting remains of Netaji were returned to India in 1954! 
Dear Shri Srinivas, 

We are also awaiting more info. We are unhappy at the mention that the Commission was not happy 

with their Russia visit inspite of all arrangements made by Mission, 

We shall share whatever we receive with concerned Missions as soon as 
we get them. 

Sincerely, 

L.D. Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) & 

Chief Vigilance Officer 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi - 110011 
Tel: (91-11)23011357 
Fax: (91-11) 2379 2285 

e-mail: jscnv@mea.gov .in / Id .ralte@mea.gov. in 
http:// www.mea.nic.in 


Annex 1 


Original Message 

From: fs2 [mailto:fs2@indembjp.org] 

Sent: 17 November 2005 08:40 

To: jscnv@mea.gov. in; DeputySecretary 

Subject: Indian Express article claims Netaji did not die in plane 

crash while also suggesting remains of Netaji were returned to India 
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From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 
JS(CNV) from FS(Pol&Cons) 


Reference your kind email response dated 24 Aug 05 (Annex 1 ). 

Even as we await Ministry's communication on the proposed Experts' 
visit to Japan, an article appeared in Indian Express on 13 Nov 05 
(copy at Annex 2). The article by itself appears to be contradictory, at 
one place claiming that Netaji never died in a plane crash and at 
another place claiming that the remains were returned from Tokyo to 
India in 1954. 

Grateful share any information that the Ministry may have on the 
subject, confirming or denying the article. 

Regards. 

Srinivas 



12/27/2005 


Amb 
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From: "Ramu" <ts@indembjp.org> 

To: "’Amb’" <amb@indembjp.org>; '"Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Tokyo”' 

<dcm@indembjp.org>; '"fs2"’ <fs2@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Saturday, December 03, 2005 2:44 AM 

From : SS ( C&P) 

To: Ambassador, DCM, FS (P) 

May kindly see. 




Regards 


ramu 


Those aren't Netaji's ashes in Renkoji 

Udayan Namboodiri 

The Justice MK Mukheqee Commission of Inquiry (JMCt), 
which presented its final report to the UPA Government in 
earty-November, has conclusively established that Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose did not die in an air crash at 
Taiwan's Taihoku airport on August 18, 1945. 



Mukherjee on Bose— The 
plot thickens-lll 

The rest is still a mystery. But one thing is clear The "ashes" kept in a box (not an 
urn) in Renkoji Temple near Tokyo belong to somebody else. Ng t it did not require a 
DNA test to establish this fact. 

The entire story, which began with Netaji's aide Colonel Habibur Rahaman collecting 
the "ashes with one tooth filled with gold" from a crematorium in Taipei (Shah Nawaz 
Committee report, page 23) on August 21, 1945 (the Formosa papers declassified 
by Britain say it happened on August 23) and ended with his depositing two wooden 
boxes to Major Kinoshita of the Imperial Japanese Army on September 7, was a 
fabrication. 

When Justice Mukherjee, accompanied by key deponents, went to Renkoji Temple 
in September 2002, there was only one box. He was not able to look inside the box 
as it was a holiday and a carpenter could not be found to open it. On October 24, 
two officials of the Indian Embassy in Tokyo, First Secretary C Rajasekhar and 
Second Secretary T Armstrong Ghangsan, went there and had the box opened in 
the presence of the chief priest. 

They found no ashes. There were parts of a human skull, portion of a jaw, some 
teeth (no gold filling in any of them) and some bone fragments. If, as the Shah 
Nawaz Khan Committee and GD Khosla Commission claimed, '’Netaji's body" had 
been "cremated ,f for an entire night, no medico-lega! expert would adduce that such 
soft bones would survive. Dr Madhusudart Paul of Kolkata Medical College, who 
went as a deponent, opined that skull fragments, three-fourths of the mandible and 
teeth would, in the event of cremation, be the first to vanish. Justice Mukherjee 
saved this crucial piece of insight for his final report. 

As for DNA testing, two reputed experts, Dr Terry Milton of the United States and Dr 
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N Saitou of the Department of Genetics at University of Tokyo, who were 
approached by the JMCI, declined to accept the bone fragments, saying incinerated 
bones leave no DNA for latter-day testing. 

The last leg which supported the Taihoku air crash story was the version of Dr K 
Yoshrme, the Japanese Army medic who claimed to have written out the death 
certificate of "Ichiro Okura", the false identity given to the alleged body of Netaji at 
the Nan Men military hospital. 

Dr Yoshime had testified before a large number of inquiry panels preceding the 
JMCI {including Shah Nawaz’s and Khosla’s command performances). He would 
have died with his secret, but he admitted to the JMCI in September 2002 that some 
time in 1988, he had been approached by two Indians who made him change the 
name on the death certificate from "Ichiro Okura" to Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Now that a judicial commission has unequivocally stated that the box at Renkoji 
Temple could be containing anybody's bones but Netaji T s, would the Government of 
India continue to promote its fiction? 

(To be continued) 
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25** August, 2005, 


From 

A.SAI CHAITANYA, 

S/o Mr, Nags Raju, 

# 6-4-B/3, Upstairs, 

Dr, Raghunadha Rao Complex, Gowri Clinic Street, 

NIDADAVOLE. 

INDIA- 534 301. 

To 

Hon'bte Mr. M.L.Tripatbv 
Indian Ambassador in JAPAN, 

2-11, Kudan Mins mi, 2 Chome, 

Chlyoda - Ku, 

TOKYO, JAPAN 

Dear St, 

NAMASTHE. 

I, Master A.SAI CHAITANYA, citizen of INDIA, aged 13 years, studying 
VIII standard in a residential school as a Day Scholar. 



lam a patriot and a great fan of NET All SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE. I 
am very much interested to know about any information regarding Netaji, 
Recently I have downloaded 2 articles from INTERNET, which are enclosed 
for your kind reference. Yesterday, I am very much shocked after reading 
a news item (Please see the Xerox copy of the News Paper dipping 
enclosed). Any of our commissions in India have not come to a conclusion 
of that Netaji is dead, but In Japan there Is a memorial function organized 
by Japanese on 18 th August, 2005 at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, 

In this connection, I request your good selves; please kindly send me the 
News Paper cuttings in which the NETAJI MEMORIAL FUNCTION news 
covered and if there is any possibility the copy of the INVITATION 
received by you for the function, I shall be very thankful to you if you can 
oblige my request and fulfill my desire, 

Thanking you sir, 

Hoping with anticipation. 

Yours most obediently, 

(A.SAI CHAITANYA.) 
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Netaji Subha* Chandra Bose 

Known as Netaji (leader), Hr, Bose was a fierce and popular leader In the 
political scene in pre-independence India * He was the president of the Indian 
National Congress !n 1937 and 1939, and founded a nationalist farce called 
the Indian National Army. He was acclaimed as a semigod, akin to the many 
mythological heroes like Rama or Krishna, and continues as a legend in Indian 
mind, 

Subhas Chandra was bom on January 23rd 1897 in Cuttack as the ninth child 
among fourteen, of Janakinath Bose, an advocate, and Frabhavati Devi, a 
pious and God-fearing lady. A brilliant student, he topped the matriculation 
examination of Calcutta province and passed his B,A. in Philosophy from the 
Presidency College In Calcutta, He was strongly Influenced by Swsmi 
Vlvekananda's teachings and was known for his patriotic seal as a student- His 
parents' wishes kept him away from the Indian freedom struggle and led him 
Into studies for the Indian Civil Service In England, Although he finished those 
examinations also at the top of his dass (4th), he could not complete his 
aprecentshlp and returned to India, being deeply disturbed by the JaiJianwalia 
Bagh massacre. He came under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi and joined 
the Indian National Congress {a.k.a. Congress), Gandhij! directed him to work 
with Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das, the Bongall leader whom Bose 
acknowledged as hfs political guru, 

Bose was outspoken in his an tl-Britlsh stance and was jailed 1 1 (eleven) times 
between 1920 and 1941 for periods varying between six months and three 
years. He was the leader of the youth wing of the Congress Party, in the 
forefront of the trade union movement In India and organized Service League, 
another wing of Congress. He was admired for his great skills in organization 
development , 

The Influence of Bose 

Bose advocated complete freedom for India at the earliest, whereas the 
Congress Committee wanted it In phases, through a Dominion status. Other 
younger leaders Including Jawaharlal Nehru supported Bose and finally at the 
historic Lahore Congress convention, the Congress had to adopt Pooma Swaraj 
Swaraj (complete freedom) as Its motto. Bhagat Singh's martyrdom and the 
Inability of the Congress leaders to save his life infuriated Bose and he started 
a movement opposing the Gandhl-Irvin Peace Pact, He was imprisoned and 
expelled from India, But defying the ban, he came back to India and was 
imprisoned again! Clouds of World War II were gathering fast and Bose 
warned the Indian people and the British against dragging India into the war 
and the material losses she could Incur, He was elected president of the 
Indian National Congress twice in 1937 and in 1939, the second time 
defeating GandhftTs nominee. He brought a resolution to give the British six 
months to hand India over to the Indians, Falling which there would be a 
revolt. There was much opposition to his rigtd stand , and he resigned from the 
post of president and formed z progressive group known az the forward 5/cck 
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i, j, ms seconq woria war orcK« out in septa moer or iws, ano just as 
predicted by Bose, India was dedared as a warring state (on behalf of the 
British) by the Governor General, without consulting Indian leaders. The 
Congress party was in power in seven major states and all state governments 
resigned In protest. 

Subhas Chandra Bose now started a mass movement against utilising Indian 
resources and men for the great war, To him, it made no sense to further 
bleed poor Indians Iter the sake of colonial and Imperial nations, There was a 
tremendous response to his call and the snath promptly imprisoned him . He 
took to a hunger-strike, and after his health deteriorated on the 1 ith day of 
fasting, he was freed and was placed under house arrest, The British 
■were afraid of violent reactions in India, should something happen to Sosa in 
prison. 

Bose suddenly disappeared in the beginning of 1941 and it was not until many 
cays that authorities realised Sose was not inside the house they were 
guarding) He traveled by foot, car and train and resurfaced in Kabul (now in 
Afghanistan), only to disappear once again. In November 1941, his broadcast 
from German radio sent shock waves among the British and electrified the 
Indian masses who realised that their leader was working on a master plan to 
free their motherland. It also gave fresh confidence to the revolutionaries in 
India who were challenging the British in many ways. 

The Axis powers (mainly Germany) assured Bose military and other help to 
fight the British, Japan by this time had grown into another strong world 
power, occupying key colonies of Dutch, French, and British colonies in Asia, 
Boss had struck alliance with Germany and japan. He rightly felt that his 
presence In the East would help hfs countrymen In freedom struggle and 
second phase of his saga began, it a told that he was last seen on land near 
Kell canal In Germany, in the beginning of 1943, A most hazardous jcumey 
was undertaken by him under water, covering thousands of miles, crossing 
enemy territories. He was in the Atlantic, the Middle East, Madagascar and the 
Indian ocean. Battles were being fought over land. In the air and there were 
mines In the sea. At one stage he traveled 400 miles in a rubber dingy to 
reach a Japanese submarine, which took him to Tokyo. He was warmly 
received In Japan and was dedared the head of the Indian army, which 
consisted of about 40,000 soldiers from Singapore and other eastern regions, 
Bose called it the Indian National Army (INA) and a government by the name 
“A zod Hind Government" was dedared on the 2 1st of October 1943. INA 
freed the Andaman and Nicobar islands from in e British and were renamed as 
Swaraj and Sb&heed Islands. The Government started functioning, 

Bose wanted to free India from the Eastern front. He had taken care that 
Japanese Interference was not present from any angle. Army leadership, 
' s administration and communications were managed by Indians only. Subhash 

Brigade, Asad Brigade and Gandhi Brigade were formed. INA marched through 
Burma and occupied Coxtown on the Indian Border. A touching scene ensued 
when the solders entered their 'free' motherland, some lay down ana kissed, 
some placed pieces of mother earth on their heads, others wept, They were 
now Inside of India and were determined to drive out the British! Delhi Chah 
(Let's march to Delhi) was the war cry, The bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki changed the history of mankind. Japan had to surrender. Bose was 
In Singapore at that time and decided to go to Tckyo for his next course of 
action. Unfortunately, there was no trace of him from that pcfnt, He was just 
4@ and his death or disappearance Is still a mystery, 

The Indian people were so much enamored of Bose's oratory and leadership 
qualities, fearlessness and mysterious adventures, that he had become a 
legend. They refused to believe that he died in the plane cash. The famous 
Red Fort trial wherein Bose's generals and the INA officers were tried, 
became landmark events. Initially, the British Government thought of a 
court-martial, but there was a countrywide protest against any kind of 
punishment, For common Indians, Axis and Allied powers hardly mattered, but 
they could not tolerate punishment of fellow countrymen who ‘ware fighting for 
freedom. The British Government was in no position to face open rebellion or 
mutiny end a general amnesty for INA soldiers was dedared. 
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)n the Indian sodety today , there Is no denying of his burning patriots m f f 
ttraiess efforts bo free India from Inside and outside and his redde 
adventures In trying to readi his goals. His exploits later became a lege- 
due to the many stories carried by the disbanded !NA sddiers who came ire 
every nook and comer of our great country. Had he been around; Subh 
Chandra Bose could have given a new turn to Independent India's pditfo 
history. But he lives on eternally in the Indian mind. 

This article is in courtesy of Pr. J yotsna Kamat, a historian fro 
eangalore. 
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Lifers’ homage to great escape - on Netaji 

Subash - The Pioneer 

Pioneer News Service () 

24 January 199? 

* Message* sorted by: [ au thor] [ p ublic atio n j[ subject j[ thread j 

'''> * Next message: A imilva Gantmli • ,F Mancist blunderbuss 11 

* Previous message: P ioneer News Service : "We were wrong on Netaji admits Rasu" 

Title ; Lifers’ homage to great escape - on Netaji Subash 
Author ; Pioneer News Service 
Publication ; The Pioneer 
Date : January 24, 1997 

In perhaps hie most unique tribute to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
all prisoners of the Presidency Jail where the freedom fighter 
spent his last intendment before the great escape in 1941, spent 
Thursday organising a function on the premises in which the 
"heritage cell" was decorated, ministers garlanded by lifers and 
the entire place spruced up by them. 


Jail superintendent KtuBtu Kumar Baneijee told this correspondent, 
"they took it upon themselves to organise the Junction. It was 
-spontaneous. I hud mooted the idea to them some weeks back; all of 
item took it up in right earnest and put their best foot forward,” 

All 927 prisoners at die jail were in their holiday best mid formed 
a human chain in the afternoon to welcome the Mi nister tor Jail 
Biswanaih Choudhurv, Justice Nurelam Choudhury of the Calcutta High 

Court and Congress legislator Sanguis. Roy. 


Netaj i's 12-feet-by-S-ieet cell had been decked up with a bust of 
die leader which was garlanded by die minister and other VIPs. A 
plaque behind the bust said, "This is the cell where Netaji was 
interned between July 2 and December 5, i 940. He went on satyagraha 
from November 29 which the British rulers were forced to set him 
free as his health deteriorated. It was from here that he planned 
his great escape." 


>fcTAtai i AerortAfl frrttn frh** AAimttr? irr*m Hie P AQr) in 
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1941 disiruiseti as a icabuIiwaHah. lie was interned there after his 
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removal from this cel). 

Mr Banerjee said, "obviously, his fast was calculated... He wanted 
to return home so that he could make good his escape." He, 
however, could not specify why Neiaji had been interned in tin? jail 
at that time. 

Lifers also sang a patriotic song before the main function began 
and the fluttering Tricolours as well as the freshly painted 
buildings set the mood. According to Mr Haneijee, the entire 
section comprising two floors and 10 cells, the comennost of which 
Netaji occupied, had been “preserved" as being of "heritage value." 

However, a discordant note was struck by one lifer, Jahengir Khan 
(54) who said that he had been in the jail for 16 years which is 

more than the stipulated 14 years. 

"The authorities have done nothing about my release. Yes, 1 did 
garland one of the VIPs,,, but 1 was asked to, 1 have bad two 
heart attacks in the last five years... I have all documents. I am 
sure I am going to die in this jail too. My wife and sister are 
dead. I am not be ins released because I do not have strings to 
puil." 

Kartik Biswas (34) who firs spent close to 10 years in tire jail for 
a "ghastly murder" (his own words) seemed to be extremely happy 
about what was going on. "Which paper do you belong to? Will you 
publish my name? We have done a splendid job, haven't we?" Biswas 
was in charge of putting up the Tricolours all over the place. 

Justice Choudhury said. "I am a sitting judge. I cannot speak nry 
heart out. But whatever is happening around us pains me, I have 
come here not only because I have been invited but because 1 felt 
the urge to. After seeing what these prisoners have done today, I 
belong to history myself " 


* Next message: A mulva Ganguli : "Marxist blunderbuss" 

• Previous message Pi oneer News Service : "We were wrong o n Netaji a d mits Basu" 
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Deccan Chronicle 24 August 2005 


No Bose event invite, 

says Indian embassy 

( 


By OUR CORRESPONDENT 

New Delhi, Aug* 23; The 
Indian embassy in Japan 
on Tuesday said no invita- 
tion was received for the 
memorial service held on 
August 18 in Tokyo to 
commemorate the death 
anniversary of Netaji Sub- 
has Chandra Bose and dis- 
missed any suggestion of a 
faux pas m India not being 
represented at the ceremo- 
ny. 

When contacted in 
Tokyo, an official of the 
Indian embassy said that 
no invitation was received 
by the embassy and neither 
the ambassador, Mr M.L, 


Tripath i, nor any other 
official of the mission had 
any information in this 
regard. "We did not 
receive any invitation [to 
the August 18 memorial 
service] ” the official said 
over the telephone. "We do 
not know of any such func- 
tion," he added, although 
he said he knew of "a 
Japanese who organises a 
function" at the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo. He 
would also not comment 
on whether the ambassador 
or any other official attend- 
ed the memorial service 
held in previous years. Mr 
Tripathi has been heading 
the mission for about two 


years, the official said, but 
he could not recall if he or 
his nominee attended the 
function. The ministry of 
external affairs, on its pan, 
said efforts were on to 
gather information and 
declined to offer any com- 
ment. Fdr the last 60 years 
now, the death anniversary 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose is observed on 
August IS every year. 
Netaji is believed to have 
died in a plane crash on 
that day in 1945, A memo- 
rial service is organised at 
the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo where an urn of 
ashes, believed to be those 
of Netaji, is enshrined. 
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dcm@indembjp.org 


From: "Ramu" <ts@indembjp.org> 

To: '"Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Tokyo"' <dcm@indembjp.org>; ’"Amb"' 

<amb@indemfajp.org>; '"fs2"' <fs2@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2005 11:03 AM 

Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) 


From : SS ( C&P) 

To : Ambassador, DCM , FS (P) 

May like to see. 

Regards 

Ramu 





Did Nehru mislead nation on Bose? 

Udayan Namboodiri 

The report of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
(JMCI) on the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose mystery is with 
the Government since November 14. What new thing does 
it say apart from the already publicised fact that there was 
no air crash at Taiwan on August 18, 1945 as claimed by 
the GD Khosla Commission and Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee? 


Well, plenty, as The Pioneer found out during a week-long investigation recently. 

/— \ The biggest revelation, complete with documentation, is about the guilt of India's first 

Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, in suppressing the basic facts about the Taiwan 
non-crash and subsequent bogus cremation of Netaji. Nehru, who doubled as India’s 
External Affairs Minister, had been personally informed by the Government of 
Formosa (as Taiwan was then called) , albeit through British channels, in August 
1956 about the full facts behind Japan's staging of a spectacular "death" for the 
Indian hero. 

Yet, Nehru had allowed the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee to go on with its 
command performance of an inquiry. He had accepted a report that completely 
contradicted the Formosan version. The myth about the air crash was allowed to 
grow under the assumption that a lie told many times becomes the truth. The Khosla 
Commission, instituted by his daughter Indira Gandhi, also reiterated it. Finally, in 
January 2005, the JMCI got the truth straight from Taiwan. 

Had Nehru not concealed the Formosan report back in 1956, two great misfortunes 
might have avoided this nation. First, three generations of Indians would have been 
spared of the tragicomic dimensions that the Netaji mystery often took. Second, the 
subcontinent's most charismatic politician could yet have been recovered for the 
people of India had its Government made use of the reliable input that he had not 
died as presumed 11 years earlier. Who knows, he may very well have been held 
prisoner at the time in some gulag in China or Soviet Russia. The possibilities are 
endless because, after all, Subhas Chandra Bose would have been only 59-years- 
old in 1956. 

THE ANGLO-FORMOSAN INQUIRY 
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The facts about Nehru's deception came to JMCt from an unexpected source: Great 
Britain, In 1996, the British Government had declassified some papers {The National 
Archives Ref: Fo 371/12012) relating to an inquiry it had conducted on behalf of 
India through its Embassy in Formosa. This was necessitated by the lack of formal 
diplomatic relations between New Delhi and Taipei. 

The full series constitutes Exhibit 229 of JMCL It includes correspondence, once 
deemed confidential, exchanged between the UK High Commission in India and 
Tamsui ( in Formosa), the British Foreign Office and its departments for Southeast 
Asia and the "Far East" and notes exchanged between the Consul (the highest 
official posted in Tamsui) and the Formosan Government. 

It all starts from a note sent from the UK High Commission in India to the 
Commonwealth Relations Office in London dated May 3, 1956 referring to a request 
made to it by New Delhi to arrange for the British Consul in Formosa to use its good 
offices with the Nationalist Chinese Government to interview "certain Formosan 
witnesses and obtain a copy of cremation certificate". 

There is a certain background to this. In 1955, Nehru, under public pressure, had 
instituted the Shah Nawaz Committee. Apart from the former INA officer who had 
joined the Congress, there was an ICS officer, SN Moifra, and Suresh Chandra 
Bose, a brother of Netaji. In May 1956, this group went to Tokyo to collect evidence 
and interview the remnants of the INA, Japanese generals and a large number of 
others who were connected with the great leader. 

Once there, the Committee felt that their inability to go to Formosa because of 
India's pro-Communist China position would considerably undermine the credibility 
of their findings. 

The Indian Ambassador, BR Sen, had tried fo get around this lacuna by proposing to 
the MEA that the Japanese Government be used as a medium (Secret Telegram 
dated May 19, 1956 forming JMCI Exhibit 236). South Block replied to the 
Ambassador a week later that while he could try his luck with the Japanese, they 
had meanwhile, approached the British but were awaiting a reply (Secret Telegram 
dated May 22). 

From another cable (May 24), it is apparent that a feeler had been sent to the 
Formosans requesting they allow a certain number of witnesses to travel to Hong 
Kong, at Indian expense, to depose before the Committee. But from a cable sent by 
the British Consul in Formosa to his superiors in London dated May 20, it was dear 
that the Tamsui-based diplomat was already active on the project and that the 
Formosan Government was against the Hong Kong idea. 

The British had been only too glad to avail the opportunity to launch another inquiry 
into the Bose mystery (they had carried out several by then already) and the High 
Commission's cable clearly states as much: "Indian offidal concerned was obviously 
embarrassed at making this request. Nevertheless, I think there is some advantage 
in trying to establish facts in this case..." 

They moved with astonishing efficiency in uncovering what New Delhi wanted. 
Strangely enough, the Indian Government did not ask them to ascertain whether a 
Japanese "Sally Bomber" had indeed crashed in Taihoku on August 18, 1945, killing 
Netaji, Japanese General Shedei and two others. 

ft only wanted the interviews of a couple of nurses who allegedly "treated" Bose in 
hrs "final moments", two clerks who India believed saw the "body" and a small 
number of people believed to have been associated with its cremation plus the 
police super of the time and select offidals. The British were also requested to get 
the "doctor's report on Bose’s death", the "police report on death" and "cremation 
permit" (Cypher no.847 dated June 6). 

This reveals that Nehru's mind was made up. He only wanted to prove that Netaji 
had died and in pursuit of this line, he did not care to first check out whether a 
"crash" had taken place. Instead, he ordered a wild goose chase about the 
cremation. Meanwhile, even as the British moved with lightening speed in activating 
the Formosan establishment, his toady, Shah Nawaz Khan, spent several weeks in 
Japan actively promoting the fiction about the air crash and composing yarns in 
support of it. 

Finally, on August 10, 1956, JV Rob, a diplomat with the High Commission in New 
Delhi, handed over to the Indian MEA "five copies of the translation of the letter from 
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the Governor of Formosa together with the police report and the cremation 
certificate". Two copies of the original in Chinese. They ail pointed to a make-belief 
cremation against a backdrop full of contradictions that the Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee either overlooked deliberately, or was completely innocent of. 

They all point to the central fact that there was no proof of Netajl's actual death in 
Formosa. The country had to wait 49 years to know what the British and Formosans 
knew all along. And now, thanks to JMCI, it is abundantly clear that Nehru knew too. 

(To be continued) 
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Subject: Indian Express article claims Netaji did not die in plane crash while also suggesting remains of 

Netaji were returned to India in 1954! 


From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

JS(CNV) from FS(Poi&Cons) 



Reference your kind email response dated 24 Aug 05 (Annex 1). 

Even as we await Ministry's communication on the proposed Experts’ visit to Japan, an article appeared 
in Indian Express on 13 Nov 05 (copy at Annex 2). The article by itself appears to be contradictory, at one 
place claiming that Netaji never died in a plane crash and at another place claiming that the remains were 
returned from Tokyo to India in 1954. 

Grateful share any information that the Ministry may have on the subject, confirming or denying the 
article. 

Regards. 

Srinivas 


Annex 2 (Source: http://www.indianexpress.com/fufl_story, php?content_id=81 909) 
Netaji didn’t die in the plane crash: latest panel’s twist 

SUDHI RANJAN SEN 

Posted online: Sunday, November 13, 2005 at 0233 hours 1ST 




NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 12: A commission set up to 
unravel one of India's enduring mysteries may have just 
compounded the confusion about Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. 

The third commission to try and crack the same 
puzzle, the Justice N C Mukherjee Commission, has 
concluded that Netaji did not die in a plane crash in 
Formosa on August 18, 1945. This, in fact, 

contradicts the first two commissions— and the official Indian line. 



After five years and 
three extensions, the 
Mukherjee Commission 
has also found that the 
purported ashes of 
Netaji, still officially 
believed to be at Renkoji 
temple in Japan, were 
brought back to India in 
1954. 


The commission in its 
report is learnt to have 
also trashed the folklore 
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that Bose spent his last 
years as an ascetic in 
India and indicated that 
he had been to Russia 
after the date of 
‘death’ . 

While the commission’ s 
visit to Russia was not 
fruitful because of 
‘ ‘non-cooperation’ ' 
from the Indian Embassy 
in Russia and the 
Russian authorities, it 
came across de- 
classified KGB 

documents that included a 1947 note from a Mumbai-based KGB 
agent to Stalin. The note from Siayadinats, who was disguised as a 
textile merchant, said ‘ ‘if the Communist movement in India has any 
chance of surviving, then Chandra Bose is the only hope.’ ’ 


But perhaps the most startling of the findings is the one on Netaji’ s 
ashes. The commission came across documents from the archives 
that suggest that purported ashes were brought to India in 1954. 


A note from M 0 Mathai, Prime Minister Nehru’ s private secretary, in 
1 954, said: ‘ 'A small amount of Rs 200 and odd was received by the 
Minister of External Affairs from our Embassy in Tokyo with the 
ashes of late Shri Subhash Chandra Bose. This money is being kept in 
the External Affairs Ministry. I have consulted the Prime Minister 
about this and he agrees that this amount might be transferred to the 
INA Relief Fund. The Ministry might get in touch with the General 
Secretary AICC, 7 Jantar Mantar Road, New Delhi and have this 
money transferred to INA funds. A receipt might be obtained for 
ministry’ s record.’ ’ 




Interestingly, on November 30, 1953, 
Nehru himself had written to the Indian 
Ambassador to Japan asking him to 
inform the priest of Renkoji temple that 
the ashes would be brought to India 
‘ ‘at a proper time.’ ’ In the same 
letter, Nehru also instructed the Indian 
Ambassador to ‘ ‘help the priest in any 
way that he thinks proper including 
financially.’ ’ 


What the others said 

1956: Shahnawaz 
Committee: Concluded 
that Netaji was killed in 
the crash. But Suresh 
Bose (elder brother of 
Subhash, and a member 
of the committee) put a 
dissenting note on the 
findings. 


But four decades later, in 1995, India’ s 
Ambassador to Germany Satish 
Lambah was asked to meet Netaui’ s 
daughter Anita Pfaff to make 
arrangements to bring back the ashes 
from the Renkoji temple. An internal 
note, available with The Sunday 
Express, suggests India was paying Yen 
60,000 to 1 million a year for the upkeep of the temple. 


1970: Khosla 
Commission: Was not 
allowed to visit Formosa 
at all. But concluded that 
Bose died in the crash in 
1945. 


In 1 995, Pranab Mukerjee, who was then External Affairs Minister, 
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also discussed the possibility of bringing back the ashes with his 
Japanese counterpart. Mukerjee visited Germany in 1995 and met 
Pfaff in this connection. 

That throws up another mystery. If the ashes were brought in 1 954 as 
Mathai' s note says, where are they kept? Now, that may call for 
another commission. 


Annex 1 

— Original Message — 

From: jscnv 
To: fs2’ 

Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2005 6:02 PM 

Subject: RE: Article "Assassination plot against Chandra Bose" which appeared in The Sankei 
Shinbun yesterday 

To: Indembassy Tokyo 

From Foreign New Delhi 

FS (Pol) From JS (CNV) 

No movement on experts visit as yet. JMCI still mulling the issue. 

Regards, 

L.D. Ralte 
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Wednesday, November 09, 2005 ^ print this stor y ; ; 

Close this window 

National Network 


Netaji panel submits report 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 


New Delhi, novEMBER 8 Six years after its constitution, the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission, which was probing the 
mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose today 
submitted its report to the government. 

The report was submitted to the home ministry after the one-man 
probe panel could not find anything substantial during its visit to 
Russia in this September, official sources said. 


The Commission was pinning lot of hope on a possible 
breakthrough in Russia. 


URL: http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story .php?content_id=81 653 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


FAX 

IMMEDIATE 


From : Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary(EA) 

To Shri M.L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, Tokyo 

No.3944/JS(EA)/05 Date: August 26 , 2005 Page : One 


Kindly refer to your fax message No.Tok/P/1 02/2/03 dated 
^ August 25, 2005 regarding the story captioned “Indian Embassy 
ignores Netaji Function” carried by Asian Age on August 23, 2005. 

2. I have shown your message to Secretary (East). We would 
endorse the decision taken by the Mission not to accept the invitation 
from the Renkoji Temple to participate in a ceremony on the occasion 
of 61 st “death anniversary” of Netaji. 

Regards, 



(Ashok K. Kanffiap^ 
Joint Secretary (EA) 


C'-v 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


FAX 


From: Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

To: Shri S.K. Mandal, DCM, Embassy of India, Tokyo 


No.3924/JS(EA)/05 Date : August 24, 2005 Pages: Two 


Enclosed is copy of a news ifem entitled, “Indian Embassy 
ignores Netaji function”, which appeared on the front page of the 
Asian Age yesterday {August 23, 2005). I have been directed to seek 
the Mission’s comments on this report, which is self-explanatory. 


Regards, 






(Ashok K. Kantha) 
Joint Secretary (EA) 







New Delhi, Aug. 22: India 
went unrepresented at a 
memorial , service held last 
week in Tokyo to commemo- 
rate the death anniversary of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
No representative from the 
Indian embassy in Japan 
attended the ceremony* 

On August 18 every year 
over the last six decades, a 
memorial service is organised 
at the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo where an uni of ashes, 
believed to be those of Netaji, 
is enshrined, Netaji is 
believed to have died in a 
plane crash on that day in 
1945, The service this year 
was attended by 40 odd 
Japanese; Barring two Indians 
accompanied by an ageing 
Japanese couple, no other 
Indian, neither the ambassador 
in Japan ML. T'ri path i nor any 
representative from the 
embassy, attended the service. 
The faux pas comes even as 
the Justice MiC Mukhcrjee 
commission probing the mys- 
terious disapperance of Bose 
is set to visit Russia to exam- 
ine documents and deponents 
, ,.ifi •£onjie{j i tii}n .with /, tti£ 
enqui ryV L F |'}u^ pt d be 
firsrieVer Visit- to ftussig by 
;■ any commission investigating 
the matter, The ; Mukherjee 
commission, given an exten- 
sion up to November 14, is 
expected to visit Moscow, 
Leningrad and Omsk after a 
researcher of the Asiatic 
Society and visiting lecturer of 
St Petersburg University sup- 
ported the contention that 
Netaji was present in Russia 
after August 18, 1945, the date 
of the reported crash. 




Abbagani Ramu 
TS(C & P) 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 IN DEM B J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 



No. Tok/Pol/ 5 September 2005 

Dear S’/V / 


The undersigned accompanied Mr. G.V. Srinivas, FS (P) to Renkoji Temple 
on 30 August 2005 where the remains of Subhash Chandra Bose are kept and met 
the Chief Priest His Rev. Koshi Mochizuki. 

2. The Chief Priest His Rev. Mochizuki mentioned that he had sent information 
to the Embassy in the name of the Ambassador regarding a ceremony at the temple 
on the occasion of the 61 st death anniversary of Subhash Chandra Bose on 18 
August 2005. He said that no reply was received from the Embassy this year. He 
said he would like to know the name and contact details of the officer of the 
Embassy to whom the information is to be sent for next year’s ceremony. He said 
that he would be happy even if Embassy sends a small flower on that occasion. 

3. The Chief Priest also said that till last year, a representative from the Bose 
Academy in Japan attended the ceremony but this year since most of the members 
of the academy have become very old, they could not continue to attend the 
ceremony, 

fc, 

c 

4. When we asked who were amongst the people who attended the ceremony, 
he said he cannot give the exact details but the Chief of media agency called 
Sakura has attended and some other people who respect Subhash Chandra Bose 
and who are the authors of books on Subhash Chandra Bose attended the 
ceremony. The participants included some Indians also. 


For kind information. 



Sh. Raveesh Kumar, 

Deputy Secretary (JK), 

^ Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Abbagani Ramu) 


HiLtn* 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


FAX 


IMMEDIATE 


L 


From : Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary(EA) 

To Shri M.L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, Tokyo 


No.3944/JS(EA)/05 Date: August 26 , 2005 


Page : One 


Kindly refer to your fax message No. Tok/P/1 02/2/03 dated 
August 25, 2005 regarding the story captioned "Indian Embassy 
ignores Netaji Function” carried by Asian Age on August 23, 2005. 

2. I have shown your message to Secretary (East). We would 
endorse the decision taken by the Mission not to accept the invitation 
from the Renkoji Temple to participate in a ceremony on the occasion 
of 61 st “death anniversary” of Netaji. 

Regards, 


L 


(Ashok K, Kanffiaf^" 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
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Embassy: Delhi said s ! 

The Asianage (8/24/2005 
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• Netaji.function 

16 PM) 

New Delhi, Aug. 24: Reversing its earlier stand, the Indian embassy in Japan has said that the 
decision to abstain from attending Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's memorial service was deliberate 
as Indian missions were told to skip such functions in view of the ongoing investigation by the 
Mukherjee Commission which is examining reports that Netaji was spotted after his reported 
death. 



Barely a day after it denied receiving an invitation for the August 18 memorial service to 
commemorate the death anniversary of Netaji, the embassy in Japan on Wednesday clarified 
an invitation was indeed received. 



"The embassy received an invitation," the official explained, but there were "clear instructions 
from Delhi" not to attend functions held on August 18 to mark the death anniversary of Netaji. 

The official said that the [Justice Manoj Kumar Mukherjee] commission was inquiring into the 
circumstances leading to the death of Netaji and it would not be appropriate to send 
"contradictory signals" by allowing an embassy official to attend the memorial service. 

The Indian embassy in Japan had on Tuesday said that no invitation was received in the name of 
the ambassador, Mr M.L. Tripathi, or any other official of the mission. 

The official reiterated that no disrespect was meant to be shown to Netaji and that the 
government was careful not to hurt the sensibilities of people in view of the "ongoing debate" and 
investigation by the Mukherjee Commission. 

For the last 60 years now, the death anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is observed on 
August 18 every year. 

Netaji is believed to have died in a plane crash on that day in 1945. A memorial service is 
organised at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo where an urn of ashes, believed to be those of Netaji, 
is enshrined. 

The All-India Forward Bloc's member of Parliament in the Lok Sabha, Mr Subratra Bose, told this 
correspondent that he had met external affairs minister K. Natwar Singh last year to request him 
to ask government officials to desist from attending such ceremonies. 

"[The] presence of [an] official representative [conveys] a different message," Mr Bose said. Mr 
Bose is among those who would accompany Justice Mukherjee to Russia next month to explore 
Netaji's Russia connection. 

The delegation will leave for Moscow on September 19 and will also travel to St. Petersburg, 
Iksutz and Omsk. 


Print this Article Close this Window 


http://www.asianage,com/printarticle2.asp?newsid=T 08006 
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^ Ambassadorofjndia^Tok^o 



From: "fs2" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

To: "Amb Tokyo" <amb@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2005 9:42 AM 

Attach: Justice Mukherjee to EAM.tif 

Subject: netaji 


From: FSP 
For: Amb 

Sir, 

May kindly see the draft at Annex A before issue. 

Regards. 

Srinivas 

/^\ 

Annex A 

From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To:Foreign New Delhi 

DS(JK) from FS(Poi&Cons) 

Kindly refer to the Asianage article dated yesterday titled Indian Embassy ignores Netaji Function (Annex 

1 ). 

It may be added that the Mission did receive an invitation but decided not to attend in line with Ministry's 
instructions dated 25 Jun 05 (scanned copy enclosed). 

Regards. 

G V Srinivas 


y '" s \ Annex 1 

http://www.asianage.com/printa rticle2.asp?newsid=1 07764 

Indian embassy ignores Netaji function 

The Asianage (8/23/2005 12:49:41 AM) 

New Delhi, Aug. 22: India went unrepresented at a memorial service held last week in 
Tokyo to commemorate the death anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. No 
representative from the Indian embassy in Japan attended the ceremony. 

On August 18 every year over the last six decades, a memorial service is organised at the 
Renkoji Temple in Tokyo where an urn of ashes, believed to be those of Netaji, is enshrined. 
Netaji is believed to have died in a plane crash on that day in 1945. The service this year was 
attended by 40-odd Japanese. Barring two Indians accompanied by an ageing Japanese 
couple, no other Indian, neither the ambassador in Japan M.L. Tripathi nor any representative 
from the embassy, attended the service. 


8/25/2005 





Page 2 of 2 

'l. 4-3 


The faux pas comes even as the Justice M.K. Mukherjee commission probing the mysterious 
disapperance of Bose is set to visit Russia to examine documents and deponents in 
connection with the enquiry. This would be the first-ever visit to Russia by any commission 
investigating the matter. The Mukherjee commission, given an extension up to November 14, 
is expected to visit Moscow, Leningrad and Omsk after a researcher of the Asiatic Society and 
visiting lecturer of St Petersburg University supported the contention that Netaji was present 
in Russia after August 18, 1945, the date of the reported crash. 
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fs2 

From: 

"fs2" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

To: 

<jsea>; <dsjk> 

Sent: 

24 August 2005 17:23 

Attach: 

Justice Mukherjee to EAM.tif 


From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To:Foreign New Delhi 

DS(JK) from FS(Pol&Cons) 



Kindly refer to the Asianage article dated yesterday titled Indian Embassy ignores Netaji Function 

(Annex 1). 


It may be added that the Mission did receive an invitation but decided not to attend in line with Ministry's 
instructions dated 25 Jun 05 (scanned copy enclosed). 


Regards. 


G V Srinivas 


Annex 1 

http://www.asianage.com/printarticle2.asp2newsicM 07764 

Indian embassy ignores Netaji function 

The Asianage (8/23/2005 12:49:41 AM) 

New Delhi, Aug. 22: India went unrepresented at a memorial service held last week in 
Tokyo to commemorate the death anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. No 
representative from the Indian embassy in Japan attended the ceremony. 

On August 18 every year over the last six decades, a memorial service is organised at the 
Renkoji Temple in Tokyo where an urn of ashes, believed to be those of Netaji, is 
enshrined. Netaji is believed to have died in a plane crash on that day in 1945. The 
service this year was attended by 40-odd Japanese. Barring two Indians accompanied by 
an ageing Japanese couple, no other Indian, neither the ambassador in Japan M.L. 
Tripathi nor any representative from the embassy, attended the service. 

The faux pas comes even as the Justice M.K. Mukherjee commission probing the 
mysterious disapperance of Bose is set to visit Russia to examine documents and 
deponents in connection with the enquiry. This would be the first-ever visit to Russia by 
any commission investigating the matter. The Mukherjee commission, given an extension 
up to November 14, is expected to visit Moscow, Leningrad and Omsk after a researcher 
of the Asiatic Society and visiting lecturer of St Petersburg University supported the 
contention that Netaji was present in Russia after August 18, 1945, the date of the 
reported crash. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


From ; Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

To : Shri M.L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, Tokyo 



O 


Date : June 25. 2004 Page Fsl : One 

During a call on EAM earlier today, Hon'ble Justice M.K. 
Mukherjee. Chairman of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose referred to a report appearing in 'The Times of India' (Kolkata 
Edition, June 22. 2004), regarding th e 'death anniversary" of Netaji 
being organized by the Indo-Japan Friendship Association in front 
of the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo on or around August 18, 2004. He 
requested that the officials of Indian Embassy should not attend the 
function since the disappearance of Netaji was still being probed. 


2 . EAM has directed that there should not be any participation 
or involvement of the Mission or its officials in the above-mentioned 
event. 


3 We would also be grateful for a feed-back regarding the 
proposed activity. 


Regards, 




(Ashok K. Kanthiff^ 
Joint Secretary (EA) 


Confirmation copy by bag: along with a photocopy of the news 
report referred to above (copy is not very legible and hence is not 
being faxed). 
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f^TT Tiwi, ^rf Rtrc^l 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


FAX 


From: Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

To: Shri S.K. Mandal, DCM, Embassy of India, Tokyo 


No.3924/JS(EAI/05 Date : August 24, 2005 Pages: Two 

/“n Enclosed is copy of a news item entitled, "Indian Embassy 

^ \ F 

ir ignores Netaji function", which appeared on the front page of the 

Asian Aoe yesterday (August 23, 2005). I have been directed to seek 
the Mission's comments on this report, which is self-explanatory. 

Regards, 

(Ashok K. Kantha)- 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
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By QUR COR^PdtfflEKt ' 


New Delhj, Ak^ig. 22: India 
went iimepnpsentcd at a 
memorial . sejvidc /held .. last 
week-id: Toky^'^qjmiitfimo^' 
race the death^uUycrsary of 
Netaji :Subhar;^hamdra Bose/ 

' tfo representative .from the 
Indian ernbassy V jii 'Japan 
attended the ceremony. ,: ; * 

On August. IS every; year 
over die six : decades, a 
memorial Service is organised 
at the -Reiikoji^ Temple in 
Tokyo where- an uni of ashes, 
believed to foe lliosc of Netaji, 
is enshrined. ;, /Netaji is 
p believed to have .died in a 
plane crash' pn that day in 
1945, The ^service;, this; ye^- 
was ^aitended:'/^: ; 4Q-odd 
Japabese^Bamng rwp_ Indians 
accbthpanied. yby^iii ageing 
Japanese'' 'couple,/* no > 'Other 
Indian, neither the ambassador 
in Japan M.lJ 'Tnpathi nor any 
representative from the 
embassy.; attended the service/ 
The faux pas coitics evcii as 
the Justice M(v ; Mukhetjee 
commission ; pro b i ng the my s- 
terio us J di S app e ranee of. Bose 
1 & *scf to. visit., Russia xo exara- 
mcdoiuitiehis ;iiSd deponents 
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. the / Ttfe ; Mukfterj ec; 

commissi^; 'gi vea an ejftcnk 
^W^p'lpj^vcniber/l^ is 
expected jp visit Moscow, 
Leningrad and Omsk after a 
researcher of the , Asiatic 
Society ai?d visiting lecturer of 
St Petersburg University sup- 
ported die contention that, 
Netaji was present in Russia 
after August IS, i$45 T the date 
of the reported crash. 







AMBASSADOR 



^ TR^T^TH, TTfEdl 

EMBASSY OF INDIA 

2-1 1 , Kundan-Minami 2-chome 
Ohiyoda-ku. TOKYO 102-0074 
Tel: (81 -3) 3265-5036/3512-2125 
Fax : (81-3) 3262-2301 
E-Mail: amb@indembjp.org 


Most Immediate 






No.Tok/P/ 102/2/03 


25 th August, 2005. 


My dear Ashok, 

Kindly refer to your fax message No.3924/JS[EA]/05 dated 24 th 
August, 2005 regarding the story captioned Indian Embassy Ignores 
Netaji Function’ carried by the ‘Asian Age’ in its 23 rd August issue. 

2. I did receive a communication in Japanese from the Renkoji Temple 
[English translation attached] inviting me to participate in a ceremony on 
the occasion of the 61 st death anniversary of Netaji. 


3. Your fax message dated 25 th June, 2004[copy enclosed] conveying 
EAM’s directive that there should not be any participation or involvement 
of Mission or its officials in the ‘death anniversary’ of Netaji at the 
Renkoji Temple on 18 th August 2004 will explain why no embassy 
representative took part in the memorial service held at the temple this 
year. 


4. You would also have separately received DCM’s fax of 25 th August, 
2005 oil the subject. 


Kind regards, 



Shri Ashok K.Kantha, 

Joint Secretary [E A], 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi 



Copy to Shri Navtej Sama, Joint 
Affairs, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi. 



Secretary [XP], Ministry of External 



Invitation to a Ceremony 
on the Anniversary of Chandra Bose’s Passing 

I hope this letter finds you well. 

It has been decided that Renkoji Temple will hold a ceremony on 
the occasion of the anniversary of Chandra Bose’s passing from 
this year. 

On this occasion, I wish to express my deep gratitude to the 
Chandra Bose Academy which has held memorial services for 
Chandra Bose for many years. 

I hope that you will be able to attend the ceremony on the 61st 
anniversary of Chandra Bose’s passing. 

Date and time: Thursday, 18 th August, 13:00 

Hrs. 

Venue: Renkoji Temple 

A light meal will be served after the ceremony. 

In prayers, 


RSVP to Renkoji Temple. 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




FAX 


Most Immediate 


From : Ash ok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

To : Shri M.L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, Tokyo 


Date : June 25, 2004 


Page TsT ; One 


During a call on E AM earlier today, Hon'bte Justice M.K. 
Mukherjee. Chairman of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose referred to a report appearing in 'The Times of India’ (Kolkata 
Edition, June 22, 2004), regarding the J death anniversary" of Netaji 
being organized by the Indo-Japan Friendship Association in front 
of the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo on or around August 18, 2004. He 
requested that the officials of Indian Embassy should not attend the 
function since the disappearance of Netaji was still being probed. 

2. EAM has directed that there should not be any participation 
or involvement of the Mission or its officials in the above-mentioned 
event. 

3. We would also be grateful for a feed-back regarding the 
proposed activity. 


Regards, 


(Ashol 

Joint Secretary (EA) 



Confirmation copy by bag: along with a photocopy of the news 
report referred to above (copy is not very legible and hence is not 
being faxed). 









Embassy of India 

2-2-11, Kudan Minami 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 

Tel : 3262-2391 to 97 

Fax : 3234-4866 

Email : indembjp@gol com 

Website : www.embassy-avenue jp/india 


Fax message 


Priority 


From 

S.K. Mandal 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

To 

Shri Ashok K. Kantha 

Joint Secretary (EA), MEA 

Fax No. 

+91-11-23792124 

Ref. No. 

Tok/Pol/1 02/02/03 

Date 

Thursday, August 25, 2005 

No. of Pages 

One page (including this page) 


JS (EAl from PCM 

The death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has neither been officially 
confirmed nor been accepted by the family and followers. As such, 
attending a function commemorating the death anniversary of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is not appropriate either on the basis of facts as it stands today 
or on the consideration of sentiments of the family and followers. 

Besides, an enquiry commission has been appointed under Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee to investigate the issue. In view of the continuing 
investigation, it would have been inappropriate gesture had we made an 
official presence at the ceremony. The Ministry, we have been informed, 
also holds the same view of this respect. 

Regards, 


C ci 

(S.K. 


Deputy Chief of Mission 






Embassy of India 

2-2-11, Kudan Minami 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 

Tel : 3262-2391 to 97 

Fax : 3234-48 66 

Email indembjp@gol.com 

Website : www.embassy-avenue.jp/india 


Fax message 


Priority 


From 

S.K. Mandal 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

To 

Shri Ashok K. Kantha 

Joint Secretary (EA), MEA 

Fax No. 

+91-11-23792124 

Ref. No. 
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JS (EA1 from PCM 

The death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has neither been officially 
confirmed nor been accepted by the family and followers. As such, 
attending a function commemorating the death anniversary of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is not appropriate either on the basis of facts as it stands today 
or on the consideration of sentiments of the family and followers. 


Besides, an enquiry commission has been appointed under Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee to investigate the issue. In view of the continuing 
investigation, it would have been inappropriate gesture had we made an 
official presence at the ceremony. The Ministry, we have been informed, 
also holds the same view of this respect. 

Regards, 





Deputy Chief of Mission 



7 ? 


TOKYO 


CtX'.taV 


. ■ *'=■ , J- ■: •** -i » , ? %r ' ■ ’! ‘ ‘ 

fcdiauif- 

id 


* ' . I 



V^'V^V r ^ fc' ^,‘^y i m' - < ' ■ J 

*r ? V?* 1? 




■ m-rr w%i '*$'* $\'h '" ; ?> 


■JV-HV ;; 



■&*? *v yS J >.« i 3 ^‘ 7 .“- ■ J ’ ’* ■ 

■ I V v 1 J '■ - ■" ;- f V i - l V ' f ■ A I- -* £ 

ByOUjt.CORaeSPpMDEHTJ 

Jh / H _l ' i,/ !. >; l V 1 V ' 'X 

New Delhi, ^g t ; : ;22:lndia 
Went t .ii^eppesenied . . at a 
me motfar^s pjfv^ £hfeld *. last 
■jjv«k;ifc tpkypHp 

. ■MiM' iU > 1 , J ^ Aril '. h'I i'u#« fl'n I A f 


I*lo representative. ''.from' the 
Indian, ;. embassy .”,' jjh.-. ; Japan 
attended, thiccrembiiy. ; ;.£ ; . 

On August, 11 .ey«y :year 
over ijie i^st;, Siit ( v decades, a 
'memorial ; seryjiee/i v&gaiiiscd 
, « the- : RcnfcbjT ;-Teiiiple in 
Tokyo Where.' aiilim br ashes, 
believed to-be those of Netaji; 
is enshrined.,'/,- ;Neiaji is 
believed to have .'died ..in a 
. plane crash! .oh; that 'day in 



Japaheseiipamng iw^tnidians' 
accompanied.;;^ Xaa ,-atemg 
Japanese •'■>'iofuple,;'» 09 *• j other 
Indian, neither the ambassador 
inJapanMl U- 1 Tripathi nor, any; 
representative ' .' froth' the 1 
embassy, attended theiservice, 
The /aux pas cbfneseven as 
the Justice 1 M.K., Mukheijee 
. eoramissibn^probing thc mys- 



MUTiSQ 

.'the- ;^tty/!;^e ;;MuKeqe^ 
commiSsiotf^iVeb an ejtten^ 
siin up " to ^November '14, is 
expected; ;tp ;;v|$H Moscow; 
Leningrad ".and Omsk after a . 
researcher, ! of, ' the , Asiatic 
Society and .visiting lecturer of 
St Petersburg University sup- 
ported the contention that 
Netaji was present in Russia 
after August 18, 1945, the date 
of the reported crash. 





?F^T3=I 


37 / 

Embassy of India 

2-2-11, Kudan Minami 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 

Tel : 3262-2391 to 97 

Fax : 3234-4866 

Email indembjp@gol.com 

Website : www.embassy-avenue.jp/india 


Fax message 


Priority 


From 

S.K. Mandal 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

To 

Shri Ashok K. Kantha 

Joint Secretary (EA), ME A 

Fax No. 

+91-11-23792124 

Ref. No. 

Tok/Pol/l 02/02/03 

Date 

Thursday, August 25, 2005 

No. of Pages 

One page (including this page) 


JS fEAl from PCM 

The death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has neither been officially 
confirmed nor been accepted by the family and followers. As such, 
attending a function commemorating the death anniversary of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is not appropriate either on the basis of facts as it stands today 
or on the consideration of sentiments of the family and followers. 


Besides, an enquiry commission has been appointed under Justice 
M.K, Mukherjee to investigate the issue. In view of the continuing 
investigation, it would have been inappropriate gesture had we made an 
official presence at the ceremony. The Ministry, we have been informed, 
also holds the same view of this respect. 


Regards, 



Svv'U^i 

(S.K. Marreteif^ 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
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From: Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

To: Shri S.K. Mandal, DCM, Embassy of India, Tokyo 


No.3924/JS(EAV05 Date : August 24. 2005 Pages: Two 


Enclosed is copy of a news item entitled, “Indian Embassy 
ignores Netaji function", which appeared on the front page of the 
Asian Age yesterday (August 23, 2005). I have been directed to seek 
the Mission’s comments on this report, which is self-explanatory. 
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Regards, 




(Ashok K. Kantha)' 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
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From: "jscnv" <jscnv@mea.gov.jn> 

To: '"fs2"' <fs2@indembjp.org> 

Sent: 24 August 2005 18:02 

Subject: RE: Article "Assassination plot against Chandra Bose" which appeared in The Sankei Shinbun 
yesterday ’ 


To: Indembassy Tokyo 
From Foreign New Delhi 

FS (Pol) From JS (CNV) 

No movement on experts visit as yet. JMCI still mulling the issue. 
Regards, 



(L.D. Ralte 



< fi- 

L.D. Ralte 

feint Secretary (CNV) & 

Chief Vigilance Officer 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi * 110011 
Tel: (91-11) 2301 1357 
Fax: (91-11) 2379 2285 

e-mail: jscnv@mea.gov. in / Id .ralte@mea.gov. in 
http://www.mea.nic.in 


Original Message 

From: fs2 [mailto:fs2@indembjp.org] 

Sent: 24 August 2005 08:36 

To: jscnv@mea.gov.in; jsea; DeputySecretary 

Subject: Article "Assassination plot against Chandra Bose" which appeared in The Sankei 
Shinbun yesterday 


From: Indembassy Tokyo [FS(PoI&Cons)] 

To: Foreign New Delhi [JS(CNV) / DS(JK)] 

JS(CNV) from FS(Pol & Cons) 

Sent herewith for perusal is translation into English of an article in Japanese 

titled Assassination plot against Chandra Bose which appeared in The Sankei 

Shinbun yesterday. 


24/08/2005 
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From: 

To: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


''fs2’' <fs2@indembjp.org> 

<j$cfiv@mea.gov.in>; "jsea" <jsea@mea,gov.in>; "DeputySecretary" <dsjk@mea.gov.in> 
24 August 2005 12:05 

Article "Assassination plot against Chandra Bose" which appeared in The Sankei Shinbun 
yesterday 



From: Indembassy Tokyo [FS(Pol&Cons)] 

To: Foreign New Delhi [JS(CNV) / DS(JK}] 

JS(CNV) from FS(Pol & Cons) 

Sent herewith for perusal is translation into English of an article in Japanese 


\A~ *l ( ~" 


titled Assassination plot against Chandra Bose which appeared in The Sankei Shinbun 


yesterday. 


Also, on while on this subject, we would be grateful if CNV coudl inform us the status of the 
pending visit of some experts from India to Japan. 


Regards. 


G V Srinivas 


Annex 1 1 Assassination plot against Chandra Bose / The Sankei Shinbun Aug. 
23 


(By Minoru Kageyama from London) 

It was revealed by an Irish historian that during the World War II the British 
intelligence agency plotted assassination of Subhash Chandra Bose, a leader of 
India’s freedom movement This episode indicates that how serious concern the 
UK had attached to the independence movement led by Bose who tried to get help 
of Axis powers. 

Mr. Eunan O’halpin, a professor at University in Dublin, has been studying 
activities of the British intelligence agencies. He has found a confidential 
document about British assassination plot against Bose (when he was studying 
British official documents) disclosed in the fall of 2004. Prof. O’halpin disclosed 
this episode in a meeting in Kolkata, the stronghold of Bose’s independence 
movement. 

Quoting from Prof. O’halpin’s presentation on Bose, the BBC television reported that Bose 
disappeared from Kolkata in search of the help of Axis powers in 1 941 when independence 
movement gained momentum. 

At that time, the special operation committee (SOE) of the British intelligence 
agency thought that Bose was heading towards the Far East. The SOE broke the 
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secret code of Italy and got information that Bose was in Kabul in Afghanistan on 
his way to Germany through the Middle East. 


The SOE ordered its agents in Istanbul and Cairo to capture and assassinate Bose. 
However, Bose had reached Germany from Central Asia via Moscow. As a result, 
the SOE had failed to carry out the assassination plot. Prof. O’halpin said, 
“Intelligence agents had requested the authority to check the authenticity of the 
information more than once but the SOE had not changed its order to assassinate 
Bose.” 


Bose joined the no-obedience movement against the UK, which was led by 
Mahatma Gandhi. He was the president of the National Congress in 1937 and 
1939. Bose confronted with Gandhi, who tried to achieve a goal through the non- 
violence movement, and eventually was expelled from the Congress. In 1943 after 
'“N an outbreak of a war Bose was in Germany. He headed towards the Far East, 

aboarding a submarine. In Singapore, which was under Japan’s occupation, Bose 
set up the Provisional Government of Free India and the Indian National Army. 
He joined Imphal military operations in 1944. 

In Saigon in Vietnam, Bose heard the new about Japan’s unconditional surrender. 
He demanded for an aeroplane of the Japanese army to fly from Saigon to Dalian 
via Taipei to his last destination of Moscow. In August 1945, he died in an air 
crash immediately after the plane took off at an airport in Taipei. 

His remains were brought into Japan and have been kept at a temple in Tokyo. 


(Translated by Takeuchi on Aug. 23) 
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To the Ambassador of India 
H.E. Mr. Manilal Tripathi 

Invitation to a Ceremony on the Anniversary of Chandra Bose’s Passing 
I hope this letter finds you well. 

I wish to invite you to an annual ceremony on the 6 1 st anniversary of 
Chandra Bose’s Passing at Renkoji Temple. 

On this occasion, I wish to express my deep gratitude to the Chandra Bose 
Academy. 

I hope that you will be able to attend the 61 st anniversary ceremony. 


In prayers, 

Renkoji Temple 

Date and time: Thursday, 18 th August 2005 
13:00 Hrs. 


Venue: 


Renkoji Temple (Main Hall) 




A light meal will be served after the ceremony. May kindly RS VP by this 
postcard. 
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ministry of external affairs 

NEW DELHI 




FAX 

Most Immediate 


From ; Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

To : Shri R/l.L Tripathi, Ambassador of India, Tokyo 


Page fsl : One 


Date : June 25, 2004 


During a call on EAM earlier today, Hon'ble Justice M.K. 
Mukherjee. Chairman of the Justice Mukhegee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose referred to a report appearing in ‘The Times of India’ (Kolkata 
Edition : June 22, 2004), regarding the '‘death anniversary" of Netaji 
being organized by the indo-Japan Friendship Association in front 
of the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo on or around August 18, 2004. He 
requested that the officials of Indian Embassy should not attend the 
function since the disappearance of Netaji was still being probed. 

2. EAM has directed that there should not be any participation 
or involvement of the Mission or its officials in the above-mentioned 

event. 

3. We would also be grateful for a feed-back regarding the 
proposed activity. 


Regards, 


(Ashol 

Joint Secretary (EA) 



Confirmation copy by bag: along with a photocopy of the news 
report referred to above (copy is not very legible and hence is not 

being faxed). 
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From: "Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Tokyo” <dcm@indernbjp.org> 

To: <fs2@indembjp.org> 


Sent: 23 June 2005 18:02 

Subject: Fw: Translation of letter from Reverend 


— Original Message — 

From: Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Tokyo 

To: jsea@mea.gov. in 

Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2005 4:02 PM 

Subject: Translation of letter from Reverend 



From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To:Foreign New Delhi 



\ r 





Shri Ashok K Kantha, JS(EA), from S K Mandal, DCM 




' V 




Please refer to your telephonic conversation seeking some clarifications on the 
message sent by us on 5 Apr 05. ^ p" 


As requested, translation of last four paras of the annexure sent along with our 
letter dated 5 Apr 05 has been re-done as below (Annexure-1). 


It may be added that the original in Japanese itself is reportedly such that makes 
the translation difficult. That is why the present translation differs from the earlier 
one sent by us. Among alternative English words for each Japanese phrase, 
only those are selected that make sense in English while remaining true to the 
original. 

An email message from Foreign Office annexed below (Annexure-ll) also 
clarifies that the Chief Priest consented for DNA testing of the remains. We have 
further checked on phone today with the Priest whether he agrees to open the 
urn to take away some part of the remains for sending them to India for DNA 
test. The priest agreed and said that that was what he said in his letter. He 
reiterated that a prayer would be offered at the time of opening the urn. 


Regards. 

S K Mandal 


Annexure I: 


When the then Ambassador Seth proposed DNA test, I was in great dilemma. 
When my father was alive, he said that it should be returned to India. I decided to 
cooperate because if I accepted the DNA test proposal, I thought that remains 
could be returned to India and my father’s wishes could be fulfilled. Last year, 
during meeting with H E. Ambassador Tripathi, I consented. 

Of course, I hope that examination of remains will be carried out with respect and 
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dignity and I feel that ceremonial prayers should be offered at the time remains 
are pulled out for DNA test. 

Explanation to the followers of the Renkoji Temple is all left to me. As for 
Chandra Bose Academy, I cannot possibly answer. 

When I met HE Mr. Tripathi on April 9, 2004, His Excellency asked me 
whether I had any request. I expressed my hope that we could retain part of 
remains. After considering the matter further, I want to make a new request. I 
wish that the names of my father and myself be engraved on a statue of HE 
Mr. Chandra Bose in India, given that we have been guarding remains for the 
past 60 years. If I were allowed to retain part of remains, I shall continue to 
offer prayers. 


Annexure II 

^ — Original Message — 

From: <makoto.tanabe@mofa.go.jp> 

To: <fs2@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2005 10:57 PM 

Subject: Request for the DNA examination of Netaji Chandra Bose 

Dear Mr.Srinivas, 

As I informed you over the phone, Mr.Mochizuki, Priest of Renkoji Temple, in 
principle, accepted your request for the DNA examination of remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose by Indian exparts. At the same time, we would like you 
to note that Mr. Mochizuki and his father have kept and payed highest respects to 
the mortal remains of Netaji very carefully over 50 years, and wishes them kept in 
peace. Thus, we would like to request you that the DNA examination be done 
with highest care, and it would be appreciated if you could inform me about when 
^ and how the tests is going to be done. 

regards, 

EF1JZ2 ft MakotoTanabe 

^ v ^ r r ft 

Southwest Asia Division, Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, MOFA 
Tel:03-3580-331 1 (ex51 56) 

03-5501-8267 

FAX:03-5501-8266 

E-Mail:makoto.tanabe@mofa.go.jp 


23/06/2005 
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When Mr. A. Seth was the Ambassador, I was told that a DNA test 
could be conducted and I was so much concerned about it. As my 
father used to say that remains must be returned India. I decided 
to extend my cooperation in the hope that it would pave the way 
for the return of remains to India, as my father wished for. In 
2004 in a meeting with HE Mr. Tripathi I told him that I consent 
to the proposal. 



Needles to say, I hope that remains must be treated with respect 
and dignity when research is conducted. I think we should offer 
comiec5its:prayer^w^n remains are pulled out for the DNA test. 

Followers of the Renkoji Temple agreed to leave the matter in my 
hand. As for the Chandra Bose Academy, I am not in a position 
to reply to the question. 

When I met HE Mr. Tripathi on April 9, 2004, His Excellency 
asked me whether I had any request to make of him. I expressed 
my hope that we could bury part of remains. After making 
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Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Tokyo 


From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To:Foreign New Delhi 


From: "Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Tokyo" <dcm@indembjp.org> 

To: <jsea@mea.gov.in> 

Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2005 4:02 PM 

Subject: Translation of letter from Reverend 





Shri Ashok K Kantha, JS(EA), from S K Mandal, DCM 


Please refer to your telephonic conversation seeking some clarifications on the 
message sent by us on 5 Apr 05. 

As requested, translation of last four paras of the annexure sent along with our letter 
^ dated 5 Apr 05 has been re-done as below (Annexure-I). 

It may be added that the original in Japanese itself is reportedly such that makes the 
translation difficult. That is why the present translation differs from the earlier one 
sent by us. Among alternative English words for each Japanese phrase, only those 
are selected that make sense in English while remaining true to the original. 

An email message from Foreign Office annexed below (Annexure-I I) also clarifies 
that the Chief Priest consented for DNA testing of the remains. We have further 
checked on phone today with the Priest whether he agrees to open the urn to take 
away some part of the remains for sending them to India for DNA test. The priest 
agreed and said that that was what he said in his letter. He reiterated that a prayer 
would be offered at the time of opening the urn. 



Annexure I: 


When the then Ambassador Seth proposed DNA test, I was in great dilemma. 
When my father was alive, he said that it should be returned to India. I decided to 
cooperate because if I accepted the DNA test proposal, I thought that remains could 
be returned to India and my father’s wishes could be fulfilled. Last year, during 
meeting with H.E. Ambassador Tripathi, I consented. 

Of course, I hope that examination of remains will be carried out with respect and 
dignity and I feel that ceremonial prayers should be offered at the time remains are 
pulled out for DNA test. 


6/23/2005 


Q) Pase2of V-6 

Explanation to the followers of the Renkoji Temple is all left to me. As for Chandra 
Bose Academy, I cannot possibly answer. 

When I met HE Mr. Tripathi on April 9, 2004, His Excellency asked me whether I 
had any request. I expressed my hope that we could retain part of remains. 

After considering the matter further, I want to make a new request. I wish that 
the names of my father and myself be engraved on a statue of HE Mr. Chandra 
Bose in India, given that we have been guarding remains for the past 60 years. If 
I were allowed to retain part of remains, 1 shall continue to offer prayers. 


Annexure II 

Original Message — 

From: <makoto.tanabe@mofa.go.jp> 

To: <fs2@indembjp.org> 

^ Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2005 10:57 PM 

Subject: Request for the DNA examination of Netaji Chandra Bose 

Dear Mr.Srinivas, 

As I informed you over the phone, Mr.Mochizuki, Priest of Renkoji Temple, in 
principle, accepted your request for the DNA examination of remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose by Indian exparts. At the same time, we would like you to 
note that Mr. Mochizuki and his father have kept and payed highest respects to the 
mortal remains of Netaji very carefully over 50 years, and wishes them kept in 
peace. Thus, we would like to request you that the DNA examination be done with 
highest care, and it would be appreciated if you could inform me about when and 
how the tests is going to be done. 

regards, 

^ B9iS {it MakotoTanabe 

? v r r v r n 

Southwest Asia Division, Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, MOFA 
Tel:03-3580-331 1(ex5156) 

03-5501-8267 
FAX:03-5501-8266 
E-Mail:makoto. tanabe@mofa.go.jp 


6/23/2005 
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From: "fs2" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

To: "DCM Tokyo" <dcrn@indembjp.org> 

Sent: 23 June 2005 15:22 

Subject: Draft 


From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To:Foreign New Delhi 


ViYtT V^V^fo, 

vjs \^bhS" Vr^O 

W *5*v*fci Vn Wf^U\i') Vw 


Shri Ashok K Kantha, JS(EA), from S K Mandal, DCM ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t .) 


Please refer to your telephonic conversation yesierday-night-with First 
Secretary Mr Srinivas seeking some clarifications on the message sent by us 
on 5 Apr 05. 

Translati on 


As requested, translation of last four paras of the annexure sent along with 
our letter dated 5 Apr 05 has been re-done and-i nc l uded at Anifex 4 below. 

y *' s T stV &S^ Tko^ 

It may be added that the original in Japanese itself is poor l y dr afted, mak -tng 
the translation difficult. Howsoeve r on e tr io s to a veidrone eafi-rtet-eseape tw^-v ^ 
feel i ng- the-needTo- extrapl&ate-a-b tt h e r e o r a b i t th er e . 

^ eijsAxje, * tWL ^V? ? . T-n 1 ! Oi> — ^ aoan^. 

Response 

It4s-reite rat e d th eHhe pare^of-&tif-letter dated-5 Apr 054s correetto the best 
of- o u r - u nderstanding . 


tVnryx^te^ (fai cAsc c.WW ”PAi- \KT 

An email message from Foreign Office. (oo py~ a t~Ann ex 2 below) t oo_agrees 

wit h th is un ders ta nding. =: ^ 1 \ jlj) J nil* I I ‘l r <=«TVs»»ii^& Otru-fv -ViiVvrvO CX ^ 'CVmVJ'JVS l/) 

** -t . 0 . 

Regards. . 

S K Mandal ‘ 5Ka> -ww 

X -o Ts* Wi 


Annex 1 : 


When the then Ambassador Seth proposed DNA test, I was in great 
dilemma. When my father was alive, he said that it should be returned to 
India. As such, with regard to my father’s feelings, I decided to cooperate and 
accepted the DNA test proposal so that the remains could be returned to 
India. Last year, during meeting with H.E. Ambassador Tripathi, I consented. 

Of course, I hope that examination of remains will be carried out with respect 


23/06/2005 



EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA 


Note No. 44/2005 BET 6/4 VIII 


The Embassy of the Republic of Botswana presents its 
compliments to the Diplomatic Missions and the Delegation of 
the European Commission and has the honour to inform that, the 
Embassy will be closed on Friday 29 th April to 6 th May 2005 to 
observe Golden Week holidays. 

The Embassy of the Republic of Botswana avails itself of 
this opportunity to renew to the Diplomatic Missions and the 
Delegation of the European Commission the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 





Tos 


The Diplomatic Missions and 
The Delegation of the European 
Tokyo 




LO/LO ’d 


(*)08Ztft tSOO! 


f.8Si-S9;g-£l8 :xe J 


9U3 m«sioa 





and dignity and I feel that ceremonial prayers should be offered at the time 
remains are pulled out for DNA test. 

Explanation to the followers of the Renkoji Temple is all left to me. As for 
Chandra Bose Academy, I cannot possibly answer. 

When I met HE Mr. Tripathi on April 9, 2004, His Excellency asked me 
whether I had any request to him. I expressed my hope that we could 
retain part of remains. After considering the matter further, I want to make 
a new request. I hope that the names of my father and myself be engraved 
on a statue of HE Mr. Chandra Bose in India, given that we have 
been guarding remains for the past 60 years. If I were allowed to bury part 
of remain^! shall continue to offer prayers. 


Annex 2 


— Original Message — 

From: <makoto. tanabe@mofa.go.jp> 

To: <fs2@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2005 10:57 PM 

Subject: Request for the DNA examination of Netaji Chandra Bose 

Dear Mr.Srinivas, 

As 1 informed you over the phone, Mr.Mochizuki, Priest of Renkoji Temple, in 
principle, accepted your request for the DNA examination of remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose by Indian exparts. At the same time, we would like 
you to note that Mr. Mochizuki and his father have kept and payed highest 
respects to the mortal remains of Netaji very carefully over 50 years, and 
wishes them kept in peace. Thus, we would like to request you that the DNA 
examination be done with highest care, and it would be appreciated if you 
could inform me about when and how the tests is going to be done. 


regards, 



Southwest Asia Division, Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, MOFA 
Tel: 03-3580-331 1(ex51 56) 

03-5501-8267 

FAX:03-5501 -8266 

E-Mail:makoto.tanabe@mofa.go.jp 


23/06/2005 



EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA 


Note No. 73/2005 BET 5/14/S H 


The Embassy of the Republic of Botswana presents its compliments 
to the Embassy of India and has the honour to inform that His Excellency 
Mr Oteng J. Tebape will be in India from the 10 th to 14 th July 2005. The 
w purpose of the trip is to allow His Excellency Ambassador Tebape the 
opportunity to bid farewell to the Indian Government before completion of 
his mission at the end of July 2005. The Embassy of Botswana therefore 
requests for the kind assistance of Embassy of India to arrange 
appointments for His Excellency Ambassador Tebape with; 

- The Honourable Minister of External Affairs of India, 

, t* ‘ 

Mr. Natwar Singh 

- The Foreign Secretary, Mr. Mr. Shyam Saran, 

- The Secretary (WEST). Smt. Shashi U. Tripathi 

- The Joint Secretary Middle East & Sub-Saharan Africa, 
Dr, P.V Joshi 

^ The Embassy of the Republic of Botswana looks forward to the 

kind assistance of the Embassy of India and avails itself of this opportunity 
to renew to the Embassy of India the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 



The Embassy of India 
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Subject- ‘Conversation with Rev. Mochizuki” 


Date June 23, 2005 

At a request of DCM, I talked Rev. Mochizuki over the telephone 
on June 23, 2005. 

Takeuchn Do you agree to open an urn to take some pieces of 
remain in order to send them to India for DNA test? 

Rev. Mochizuki^ O.K. I agree. That is what I said in a letter. 
When the urn is opened, we should offer a prayer. 



4 tn-* d-J, ^af 


i 


BASSY OF INDIA ffltp 1 i/1 

,0'M FPC JAPAN 200 4^2S0 £*) 1 4 :20/ffflH 4 : 1 6B7347 F 1 



W 


GOVERNMENT 


PRESS RELEASE 


MOFA Press Secretary Statement 
Foreign Press Center (No. 164) 


Visit to Japan of His Excellency Mr. Luiz Inacio 


Federative Republic of Brazil and Mrs. Marisa L 


iticiadaSilva 


(Announcement by the Press Secretary/Director- General for Press and Public 


Relations. Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 


ho 


H.E. Mr. Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, President of 
and Mrs. Marisa Leticia da Silva, wife of the Presiq 
pay an official working visit to Japan from May 26 to 
During their stay in Japan, the President and Mrs, 
Call on Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of 
Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress will 
honor of the President and Mrs. Marisa Leticia da Sih 
The President will hold a meeting with Mr.Juni 
Japan, and will also attend a dinner hosted by the Prim 
The Government of Japan sincerely welcomes 
Marisa Leticia da Silva, which will further strengtfje 
Japan and the Federative Republic of Brazil. 


the Federative Republic of Brazil, 
ent, accompanied by a suite, will 
28, 2005. 

Marisa will make a State 


OF JAPAN 


April 28, 2005 



Lula da Silva. President of the 



apan. 

st a Court Luncheon in 


a. 

chiro Koizumi, Prime Minister of 
e Minister of Japan, 
ijhe visit of the President and Mrs. 
m the friendly relations between 


(END) 


For inquiries, contact the International Press Division, MOFA (tel. 5501-8134). 
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To Mr. Srinivas 

The First Secretary of the Embassy of India 





Please forgive me for answering to your letter too late. 
I wish to express my view as follows. 



On December 9, 2001, PM Vajpayee visited the Renkoji Temple to 
pay homage to remains of HE. Mr. Subas Chandra Bose, the 
leader of India’s independence movement. It was his second visit 
to the temple, following the one in his capacity as the Foreign 
Minister. After the Prime Minister’s visit, I heard that a test for 
remains could be conducted. 


A delegation led by Mr. Mukerji visited the Renkoji Temple on 
September 17, 2002. On that occasion, the persons concerned 
including myself and Messrs. Masao Hayashi and Shigemoto 
Okuda of the Chandra Bose Academy gathered. They offered 
thorough explanations about the death of HE. Mr. Chandra Bose. 
I have no doubts about the authenticity of the explanations of 
these relevant individuals. The possibility of conducting a DNA 
test was not discussed at all in the meeting. 

In October, Messrs. Rajasekhar and Armstrong visited the temple 
and told me to open a casket of remains by order of Mr. Mukerji. 
I agreed to open it. They took pictures of the scene. On my 
request to give a statement testifying that I did not take the 
liberty of opening the casket, they put a paper describing it in the 
casket. To my great surprise, the picture had appeared in the 
local newspaper in India. I was strongly shocked to hear of the 
news. 


Colonel H. Raman, Mrs. Sahay, Mr. Iyer and officials of the 
Japanese authorities concerned visited my father and requested 
him to keep remains. (Please read an attached paper in which 
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details of the handover of remains to the Renkoji Temple are 
written.) As that time, Japan was under occupation of the US 
and the UK, In the midst of severity of the circumstances 
surrounding the Japanese society in the post war period, my 
father acted in the conviction that there is no border for remains 
and agreed to take the ashes under his care. He was told by the 
Indian representatives to withhold the facts from the public for 
some time. I believe without doubt that these are remains of HE. 
Mr. Chandra Bose. At that time, the Indian representatives and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan requested my father to 
keep remains and pay sufficient attention to them because they 
were remains of a very important person of India. Therefore, my 
father always had paid careful attention to remains of the Indian 
dignitary. Someone told my father to give remains. I heard 
that my father took the ashes in his bed in the evening. He made 
such arrangements more than once for security consideration. 

When Mr. A. Seth was the Ambassador, I was told that a DNAtest 
could be conducted and I was so much concerned about it. As my 
father used to say that remains must be returned India. I decided 
to extend my cooperation in the hope that it would pave the way 
for the return of remains to India, as my father wished for. In 
2004 in a meeting with HE Mr. Tripathi I told him that I consent 
to the proposal. 

Needles to say, I hope that remains must be treated with respect 
and dignity when research is conducted. I think we should offer 
courteous prayers when remains are pulled out for the DNA test. 

Followers of the Renkoji Temple agreed to leave the matter in my 
hand. As for the Chandra Bose Academy I am not in a position 
to reply to the question. 

When I met HE Mr. Tripathi on April 9, 2004, His Excellency 
asked me whether I had any request to make of him. I expressed 
my hope that we could bury part of remains. After making 
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consideration of the matter, I wanted to make a new request. I 
hope that the names of my father and myself will be curbed on a 
statue of HE Mr. Chandra Bose in India as we have been keeping 
remains in the past 60 years. If I were allowed to bury part of 
remain, I shall continue to offer prayers. 


Nichiko Mochizuki 
Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 
(25-3-2005) 


/■N 




3 



G.V. Srinivas 

First Secretary (Political & Consular)/HOC 


Embassy of India, ^Cro 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 {3262) 2391 
Fax : 03. (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


No. Tok/1 02/2/03 


April 5, 2005 


Dear 


Kindly refer to your letter No, 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 30 December 2004 regarding 
DNA testing of the mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkoji Temple. 

2. We had got in touch with the Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple, requesting him to 
receive a delegation from India for selecting some pieces from the remains kept in the 
Temple for carrying out DNA testing. 

3. Reverend Mochizuki has responded through a letter dated 25 March 2005, whose 
unofficial translation into English is also enclosed herewith, 

4. It may be seen from the letter that the Chief Priest has agreed to DNA testing of the 
remains, has requested for sufficient notice of the arrival of the expert from India, and has 
also requested for recognition of his father and for himself in case of positive confirmation of 
the DNA testing, 


Regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



Shri L.D, Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



Enel: as above. 


Please forgive me for answering to your letter too 
I wish to express my view as follows. 


To Mr. Srinivas 

The First Secretary of the Embassy of India 


i 



late. 
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On December 9, 2001, PM Vajpayee visited the Renkoji Temple to 
pay homage to remains of HE. Mr. Subas Chandra Bose, the 
leader of India's independence movement. It was his second visit 
to the temple, following the one in his capacity as the Foreign 
Minister. After the Prime Minister's visit, I heard that a test for 
remains could be conducted. 

A delegation led by Mr. Mukerji visited the Renkoji Temple on 
September 17, 2002. On that occasion, the persons concerned 
including myself and Messrs. Masao Hayashi and Shigemoto 
Okuda of the Chandra Bose Academy gathered. They offered 
thorough explanations about the death of HE. Mr. Chandra Bose. 
I have no doubts about the authenticity of the explanations of 
these relevant individuals. The possibility of conducting a DNA 
test was not discussed at all in the meeting. 

In October, Messrs. Rajasekhar and Armstrong visited the temple 
and told me to open a casket of remains by order of Mr. Mukerji. 
I agreed to open it. They took pictures of the scene. On my 
request to give a statement testifying that I did not take the 
liberty of opening the casket, they put a paper describing it in the 
casket. To my great surprise, the picture had appeared in the 
local newspaper in India. I was strongly shocked to hear of the 
news. 

Colonel H. Raman, Mrs. Sahay, Mr. Iyer and officials of the 
Japanese authorities concerned visited my father and requested 
him to keep remains. (Please read an attached paper in which 
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details of the handover of remains to the Kenkoji Temple are 
written.) As that time, Japan was under occupation of the US 
and the UK, In the midst of severity of the circumstances 
surrounding the Japanese society in the post war period, my 
father acted in the conviction that there is no border for remains 
and agreed to take the ashes under his care. He was told by the 
Indian representatives to withhold the facts from the public for 
some time. I believe without doubt that these are remains of HE. 
Mr. Chandra Bose. At that time, the Indian representatives and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan requested my father to 
keep remains and pay sufficient attention to them because they 
were remains of a very important person of India. Therefore, my 
father always had paid careful attention to remains of the Indian 
dignitary. Someone told my father to give remains. I heard 
that my father took the ashes in his bed in the evening. He made 
such arrangements more than once for security consideration. 
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When Mr. A. Seth was the Ambassador, I was told that a DNA test 
could be conducted and I was so much concerned about it. As my 
father used to say that remains must be returned India. I decided 
to accept the proposal for the DNA test in the hope that it would 
pave the way for the return of remains to India, as my father 

HE Mr. Trip at hi I told him 

jy/ J T® ^ 

^ j> A*Sf**£ *A 

Needles to say/ remains must be treated with great respect and 
dignity when theyAr^puIle4©u^frem thecasketjfor the DNA test. 

We must offer prayers for the repose of soubof HH MfrChandra ' 
Bose when they open the^casket. 


wished for. I n 2004 in a meeting, with 
to accep.t-tfe^MS^^F 






Followers of the Renkoji Temple agreed to leave the matter in my 
hand. As for the Chandra Bose Academy, I am not in a position 
to referto opiTrions-ef itS'm^Trrbers-; 'VjJh 't -rf? Y L 


When I met HE Mr. TVipathi on April 9, 2004, His Excellency 
kindly asked me whether I had any request to make of him. I 
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expressed my hope that some remains be kept at the Renkoji 
temple. May I make one more request. I shall be grateful, if 
the Indian authorities make an arrangement for us, who have 
been keeping remains in the past 60 years, to curb the names of 

* I i 

my father and myself in a plat in pedestal on which a statue of 
HE Mr. Chandra Bose is'placed in India. If I were allowed to keep 
some remains, I shall, offer prayers for the repose of soul of HE. 
Mr. Bose Chandra Bose^ 



Nichiko Mochizuki 
Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 
(25-3-2005) 




3 


Embassy of India 
Tokyo 



Draft letter addressed to JS (CNV) sent in response to his letter No. 25/4/NGO- 
Vol.XIll dated 30 December 2004 regarding DNA testing of the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose is placed below. 

Ambassador may kindly see and approve before the letter is issued. 



(GTv. Srinivas) 
FS (P&C)/ HOC 
April 4, 2005 



| os” 



S.H 


G.V, Srinivas 

First Secretary {Political & Consular)/HOC 

No. Tok/1 02/2/03 

Dear 



April 4, 2005 


Kindly refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 30 December 2004 regarding 
DNA testing of the mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkoji Temple. 
' 6 "‘ v/ We/aot in touch with the Chief Priest of Renkoii Temo.. 


^ff "Wv-A. n 

^/We^/got in touch with the Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple requesting^* receivigg a 

delegation from India for selecting some pieces from the remains kept in the Temple for 
carrying out DNA testing, 


2. Reverend Mochizuki has responded through a letter dated 25 March 2005, whose 
unofficial translation into English is also enclosed herewith, 


3, ) From the letter^ may be seen^hat the Chief Priest has agreed to DNA testing of the 
remains, has requested for sufficient notice of the arrival of the expert from India, and^jjs^ 
has also requested for recognition of his father and for himself in case of positive 
confirmation of the DNA testing. 


Regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


{G.V. Srinivas) 

Shri L.D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretary {CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 


Enel: as above. 





To Mr. Srinivas 

The First Secretary of the Embassy of India 







Please forgive me for answering to your letter too late 




I wish to express my view as follows. 


Y^VfcVSa- ' 






On December 9, 2001, PM Vajpayee visited the Renkoji Temple to 
pay homage to remains of HE. Mr. Subas Chandra Bose, the 
leader of India’s independence movement. It was his second visit 
to the temple, following the one in his capacity as the Foreign 
Minister. After the Prime Minister’s visit, I heard that a test for 
remains could be conducted. 


— . 
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A delegation led by Mr. Mukerji visited the Renkoji Temple on 
September 17, 2002. On that occasion, the persons concerned 
including myself and Messrs. Masao Hayashi and Shigemoto 
Okuda of the Chandra Bose Academy gathered. They offered 
thorough explanations about the death of HE. Mr. Chandra Bose. 
I have no doubts about the authenticity of the explanations of 
these relevant individuals. The possibility of conducting a DNA 
test was not discussed at all in the meeting. 


In October, Messrs. Rajasekhar and Armstrong visited the temple 
and told me to open a casket of remains by order of Mr. Mukerji. 
I agreed to open it. They took pictures of the scene. On my 
request to give a statement testifying that I did not take the 
liberty of opening the casket, they put a paper describing it in the 
casket. To my great surprise, the picture had appeared in the 
local newspaper in India. I was strongly shocked to hear of the 
news. 


Colonel H. Raman, Mrs. Sahay, Mr. Iyer and officials of the,^ 
Japanese authorities concerned visited my father and requested 
him to keep remains. (Please read an attached paper in which 
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details of the handover of remains to the Renkoji Temple are 
written.) As that time, Japan was under occupation of the US 
and the UK, In the midst of severity of the circumstances 
surrounding the Japanese society in the post war period, my 
father acted in the conviction that there is no border for remains 
and agreed to take the ashes under his care. He was told by the 
Indian representatives to withhold the facts from the public for 
some time. I believe without doubt that these are remains of HE. 

Mr. Chandra Bose. At that time, the Indian representatives and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan requested my father to 
^ keep remains and pay sufficient attention to them because they 
were remains of a very important person of India. Therefore, my 
father always had paid careful attention to remains of the Indian 
dignitary. Someone told my father to give remains. I heard 
that my father took the ashes in his bed in the evening. He made 
such arrangements more than once for security consideration. 

y 1 

When Mr. A. Seth was the Ambassador, I was told that a DNA test 
could be conducted and I was so much concerned about As my 
father used to say that remains must be returned Indian I decided 
to accept the proposal for the DNA test in the hope that it^rbuld 
pave the way for the return of remains to India, as my father 
wished for. In 2004 in a meeting with HE Mr. Trip at hi_I told him jQ 

to accept the proposal. 

Needles to say, remains must be treated with great respect and 
dignity when they are pulled out from the casket for the DNA test. 

We must offer prayers for the repose of soul of HE. Mr. Chandra 
Bose when they open the casket. 

Followers of the Renkoji Temple agreed to leave the matter in my 
hand. As for the Chandra Bose Academy, I am not in a position ./) 
to refer to opinions of its members. 

When I met HE Mr. Tripathi on April 9, 2004, His Excellency 
kindly asked me whether I had any request to make of him. I 
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expressed my hope that some remains be kept at the Renkoji 
temple. May I make one more request. I shall be grateful, if 
the Indian authorities make an arrangement for us, who have 
been keeping remains in the past 60 years, to curb the names of 
my father and myself in a plat in pedestal on which a statue of 
HE Mr. Chandra Bose is placed in India. If I were allowed to keep 
some remains, I shall offer prayers for the repose of soul of HE. 
Mr. Bose Chandra Bose. 



Nichiko Mochizuki 
Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 
(25-3-2005) 
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“About remains of Netaji Chandra Bose 

By Kyoei Mochizuki 
the Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple 

In this paper Rev. Mochizuki described in details a process of the 
handover of remains of Chandra Bose to the Renkoji Temple from 
the day when he was first consulted about a funeral of Chandra 
Bose! and his involvement in the matter. His interaction with 
the Indian Embassy in Tokyo and the government of India are 
also mentioned. 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Subject: DNA testing of the remains at the Renkoji Temple 

Mr. Tanabe, Official, South West Asia Division, MOFA (Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs), called today to say that he had spoken to Reverend 
Mochizuki who had expressed no-objection to the conducting of the DNA 
Test. Mr Tanabe was inquiring if the Mission received any message / letter 
from Rev Mochizuki. I informed him we have received none so far and 
would check with Rev in light of what Mr Tanabe told. 

Mr. Tanabe from his side said that the Japanese side would like to know how 
the DNA test would be carried and if that would be done ensuring that no 
damage is done to the remains. I said it would be useful if he could convey 
these points formally so that we in turn forward them to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission. He said he would try and send some written 
message if he can. 

Later, I asked Takeuchi San, Interpreter, to speak to Rev Mochizuki to find 
the status of Reverend’s response. She spoke and recorded a note which is 
enclosed. Essentially, Rev Mochizuki says he would be able to come out 
with his response in about a month. 

Considering the above, it is proposed that we don’t send any reply to the 
Ministry still and await till something in writing comes to the Mission either 
from MOFA or from Rev Mochizuki. 


Submitted please, 




(G V Srinivas) 
FS(Pol.&Cons.)/HOC 
24 Feb 05 
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Remarks by Rev. Koshi Mochizuki 
over the telephone 


Date; February 24, 2005 
Compiled by T. Takeuchi 

1 ) In his capacity as Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple, Rev. Mochizuki 
agreed on a proposal for conducting a DNT test for remains of Chandra Bose 
by the Indian authority. 

2) Rev. Mochizuki contacted the followers of the Renkoji Temple to discuss 
the formal proposal from the Indian Government. They agreed to leave the 
matter in Rev. Mochizuki’s hands. 

3) As for the Chandra Bose Academy, Mr. Hayashi, the Secretary General, 
expressed strong opposition to a DNA test whenever such a possibility had 
been discussed in the past. Mr. Okuda, another leading member of the 
Academy, has kept close contact with Mr. Nanda, the former DCM who may 
be a best person to understand the position of the Academy toward the issue. 
Though Mr. Okuda opposed the DNA test, he said he would accept it, if it is 
needed to have the remains back to India. Making his position clear towards 
the issue, Mr. Okuda withdrew from this matter last year. After receiving 
the formal proposal from the Indian side this time, Rev. Mochizuki has not 
contacted any member of the Academy. 

4) Mr. Mochizuki promised to address a letter to the Indian side by the end 

/"■"s of March, in which he will make a new request. He has not indicated what 

the request would be in conversation over the telephone. In his letter he will 
address the formal proposal from the Indian Government and also express 
his deep sentiments about the matter, the reason why it will take some more 
time. 


kic k k^k 
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From: "fs2" <fs2@indernbjp.org> 

To: <makoto.tanabe@nriofa.go.jp> 

Sent: 25 February 2005 11:12 

Subject: Re: Request for the DNA examination of Netaji Chandra Bose 
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From: Embassy of India, Tokyo 

To: South West Asia Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo 
Dear Mr Tanabe, 



Thanks for your mail at Annex 1 below. I would check on the way DNA test is going to be 
performed and would revert. 


Following your telephonic conversation, we spoke to Reverend Mochizuki. He said that he 
would formally respond by end March 2005 in which he would also put forward a new , p/c 
/ — n proposal. 

Regards. 

Srinivas 



Annex 1 

Original Message £ W 

From: <makoto.tanabe©mofa.go.jp> 

To: <fs2@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2005 10:57 PM 

Subject: Request for the DNA examination of Netaji Chandra Bose 

Dear Mr. Srinivas, 

As I informed you over the phone, Mr. Mochizuki, Priest of Renkoji Temple, in principle, 
accepted your request for the DNA examination of remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose by Indian exparts. At the same time, we would like you to note that Mr. Mochizuki and 
his father have kept and payed highest respects to the mortal remains of Netaji very 
carefully over 50 years, and wishes them kept in peace. Thus, we would like to request you 
that the DNA examination be done with highest care, and it would be appreciated if you 
could inform me about when and how the tesis is going to be done. 


regards, 


BBS Makoto Tanabe 

Southwest Asia Division .Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, MOFA 
Tel: 03-3580 -331 1 (ex51 56) 

03-5501-8207 

FAX:03-5501 -8266 

E-Mail: makoto.tanabe@mofa.go.jp 


25/02/2005 
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From: "fs2" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

To: <makoto.tanabe@mofa.go.jp> 

Sent: 25 February 2005 09:12 

Subject: Re: Request for the DNA examination of Netaji Chandra Bose 
From: Embassy of India, Tokyo 

To: South West Asia Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo 
Dear Mr Tanabe, 



Thanks for your mail at Annex 1 below. I would check on the way DNA test is going to be 
performed and would revert. 

jj. lair 
na unofficial 




— * 
j \ ? J 


Following your telephonic conversation, we spoke to Reverend Moohizuki 

u '■ 1,11 ■ ' *** vO*x>> ^ **** ^ 


UKl^SW 

tr aq^iatinn nf his re sponse-i nto-E ng li ch io ot Ann o x 2 bo l ow . U, 


Regards. 
Srinivas 




vOkiOt 


u/-e 

W\ 
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Annex 1 

— Original Message — 

From: <makoto.tanabe@mofa.go.jp> 

To: <fs2@ indembjp.org> 

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2005 10:57 PM 
Subject: Request for the DNA examination of Netaji Chandra Bose 

Dear Mr.Srinivas, 

As I informed you over the phone, Mr.Mochizuki, Priest of Renkoji Temple, in principle, 
accepted your request for the DNA examination of remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose by Indian exparts. At the same time, we would like you to note that Mr. Moohizuki and 
his father have kept and payed highest respects to the mortal remains of Netaji very 
carefully over 50 years, and wishes them kept in peace. Thus, we would like to request you 
that the DNA examination be done with highest care, and it would be appreciated if you 
could inform me about when and how the tests is going to be done. 



regards, 


EBS fl Makoto Tanabe 


Southwest Asia Division, Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, MOFA 
Tei:03-3580-331 1 (ex51 56) 

03-5501-8267 
FAX :03-550 1-8266 


E-Mail:makoto.tanabe@mofa.go.jp 


Annex 2 


Remarks by Rev. Koshi Mochizuki 
over the telephone 


25/02/2005 


Date; February 24, 2005 V 

Compiled by T. Takeuohi, Interpreter, Embassy of India, Tokyo 

1) In his capacity as Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple, Rev. Mochizuki 
agreed on a proposal for conducting a DNT test for remains of Chandra Bose 
by the Indian authority. 

2) Rev. Mochizuki contacted the followers of the Renkoji Temple to discuss 
the formal proposal from the Indian Government. They agreed to leave the 
matter in Rev. Mochizuki’s hands. 
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3) As for the Chandra Bose Academy, Mr. Hayashi, the Secretary General, 
expressed strong opposition to a DNA test whenever such a possibility had 
been discussed in the past. Mr. Okuda, another leading member of the 
Academy, has kept close contact with Mr. Nanda, the former DCM who may 

_ be a best person to understand the position of the Academy toward the issue. 
Though Mr. Okuda opposed the DNA test, he said he would accept it, if it is 
needed to have the remains back to India. Making his position clear towards 
the issue, Mr. Okuda withdrew from this matter last year. After receiving the\ 
formal proposal from the Indian side this time, Rev. Mochizuki has not 
contacted any member of the Academy. 

4) Mr. Mochizuki promised to address a letter to the Indian side by the end of 
March, in which he will make a new request. He has not indicated what the 
request would be in conversation over the telephone. In his letter he will 
address the formal proposal from the Indian Government and also express his 
deep sentiments about the matter, the reason why it will take some more 
time. 
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Important files on Netaji, INA destroyed: Commission 

Kolkata, Feb 17: Several important files concerning Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and his INA, which could have helped the probe into his disappearance, 
were found to have been destroyed, the one-man inquiry commission of Justice 
M K Mukherjee said today. 

"No specific reason could be ascertained on why important files concerning 
Netaji and the INA, kept in different government departments were destroyed at 
different times," Justice Mukherjee told reporters here. 

An important file titled ’Alleged Disappearance of Netaji' was "destroyed" in 
1972, he said adding that a tag was found in the file which read ’destroyed in 
1972'. 

He said the commission came to know about this during its search for 
documents in support of the inquiry. 

z— s. Justice Mukherjee said had the commission received active cooperation, 
relevant documents, information and several important files, it would have been 
able to expedite the probe. 



Asked about cooperation from the Central government, he said, "How can I say 
the commission did not get cooperation? "But when I ask for an important 
document or file, the Government of India replies that it did not have them. This 
is the cooperation we received." 

Bureau Report 









http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=20255 1 &sid=NAT 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


27 ^ 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25 / 4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


3 February 2005 



Please refer to your E-Mail dated 14 January 2005 enclosing therewith 
a draft letter addressed to the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, 
regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Temple. 

2. The draft letter is in order and may be issued. 



Yours sincerely, 



(L.D.Ralte) 


Shri G.V.Srinivas 

First Secretary (Pol & Cons) 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 





[Fax : 00 - 81 - 3 - 3262 - 7240 ] 
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Taiwan remark divides Netaji descendants 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 7 The Taiwanese government’s statement that 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had not died in a plane crash at Taihoku Airport 
has split the leader’s descendants in two camps and even compelled Forward 
Bloc to take on the Trinamool Congress. 





9 


The Trinamool has in its ranks former MP Krishna Bose, wife of Sisir Bose — 
Netaji’s nephew and one who had helped him escape from house-arrest in 
Kolkata during the freedom struggle. On the other hand, FB’s MP from Barasat 
/-v is Sisir’s brother, Subrata Bose, 

Immediately after the Taiwanese response, Krishn a had said she^and her 
husband disagreed with the findings. She reiterated the view that t here w as no 
doubt that Netaji had died in the plane crash on Taiwanese soil and on that 
date. 

t 

The Forward Bloc today said this statement was unwarranted and tried to 
reach a conclusion even as the Commission was adjudicating the matter. It 
said both Krishna and Sisir had stayed away from deposing before the 
Commission although other members of the family, like Subrata and Chitra 
Ghosh were cooperating with the Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission probing 
the case. 


URL: http://www.indianexpress.com/fiill_story .php?content_id=6427S 
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' BBC NEWS | South Asia | Taiwan rejects Bose crash theory 


Last Updated: Friday, 4 February, 2005, 13:00 GMT 
E2 E-mail this to a friend & Printable version 

Taiwan rejects Bose crash theory 

By Subir Shaumik 
BBC News, Calcutta 

The Taiwanes authorities 
have said Indian 
independence fighter 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
could not have died in a 
plane crash in the country. 

Many believe the nationalist 
leader was killed in a plane 
crash in the capital, Taipei on 
18 August, 1945. 

Taiwan has now told a Indian investigation that there were 
^ no plane crashes at Taipei between 14 August and 20 
September 1945. 

Bose, or Netaji, fought against British colonial rule. 

He believed that only an armed rebellion couid oust the 
British from India. 

Bose set up the Indian National Army in exile to fight against 
British rule during the second war. 

'Escape rumours' 

Some of his old followers in the Indian National Army insist 
that he died in a plane crash in Taipei on 18 August 1945. 

An aide of the leader even claimed that he survived the plane 
crash and found Bose dead in the wreckage. 

His body was never recovered, fuelling rumour and 
speculation among other supporters who continue to be 
believe that Bose survived the crash. 

There were rumours that Bose escaped to the Soviet Union 
and was then imprisoned there. 

Now the Taiwanese authorities have told a long-running 
Indian investigation into Bose's fate that there was no such 
crash in Taipei in August 1945. 

"This is a shot in the arm for those who believe that Bose did 
not die in the crash," said Kalyan Kumar Ghosh, who has 
written a book on the Bose's army in exile. 

What happened to Bose has been always shrouded in 
mystery. 

The Japanese government says his bones are preserved at a 
temple in the country. 



Subhas Chandra Bose did not live to 
see Indian independence 



Page 1 of 2 


http://news.bbc.co.Uk/2/hi/south_asia/42361 89. stm 
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BBC NEWS | South Asia | Taiwan rejects Bose crash theory 


A major motion picture on Bose, directed by leading Indian 
filmmaker Shyam Benegal, will be released this year. 
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Subhash Bose death in Taiwan ruled out 


TAIPEI, Feb 4: The Taiwanes authorities have said Indian independence fighter Subhash Chandra 
Bose could not have died in a plane crash in the country. 

Many believe the nationalist leader was killed in a plane crash in the capita!, Taipei, on Aug 18, 

1945. 

Taiwan, according to a BBC report, has now told an Indian investigation that there were no plane 
crashes at Taipei between Aug 14 and Sept 20, 1945. Bose, orNetaji, fought against British colonial 
rule. 

He believed that only an armed rebellion could oust the British from India. Bose set up the Indian 
National Army in exile to fight against British rule during the Second World War. 

Some of his old followers in the Indian National Army insist that he died in a plane crash in Taipei 
on Aug 18, 1945. An aide of the leader even claimed that he survived the plane crash and found 
Bose dead in the wreckage. 

His body was never recovered, fuelling rumour and speculation among other supporters who 
continue to believe that Bose survived the crash. There were rumours that Bose escaped to the Soviet 
Union and was then imprisoned there. 

Now the Taiwanese authorities have told a long-running Indian investigation into Bose's fate that 
there was no such crash in Taipei in Aug 1945. "This is a shot in the arm for those who believe that 
Bose did not die in the crash," said Kalyan Kumar Ghosh, who has written a book on Bose's army in 
exile. 

What happened to Bose has been always shrouded in mystery. The Japanese government says his 
bones are preserved at a temple in the country. A major motion picture on Bose, directed by leading 
Indian filmmaker Shyam Benegal, will be released this year. 


http://www.dawn.com/2005/02/05/int8.htm 
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G.V. Srinivas 

First Secretary (Political & Consular)/HOC 


Embassy of India, jSj I 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


No. Tok/102/2/03 February 9, 2005 

L A "€V c\ 


Kindly refer to your meeting at the Embassy with Ambassador H.E. 
Mr. M.L. Tripath i on 9 April 2004 followed by my meeting with you at the 
Temple on 8 December 2004 regarding the DNA examination of mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2. During your meeting with the Ambassador on 9 April 2004, you had 
indicated to our Ambassador that: you would have no objection to a DNA 
test being conducted on the mortal remains in your custody; to implement 
this you would require a formal request from the Government of India for 
conducting such a DNA test; and, if the DNA test has been conducted and 
the remains are confirmed to be those of Netaji, you would handover to 
India the casket containing the ashes though you would wish to be allowed 
to keep a portion of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

3. During my meeting with you on 8 December 2004, you had clarified 
that: your proposal to Ambassador on 9 April 2004 was your personal one 

r-N and that you needed to discuss the subject with the members of the 
Renkoji Temple as well as former associates of Netaji; You also added that 
before you could undertake these by consultations, you would need formal 
proposal coming from the Embassy on the subject; You had also indicated 
that a formal proposal could be in the nature of a letter written by the 
Embassy addressed to you and repeated to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Japan; When I requested your response to India deputing a competent 
person to collect some pieces from the mortal remains for DNA testing, you 
had said that, once a formal proposal comes from our side, you would 
consult and respond; and, you had also added that whenever this exercise 
is taken, you would require sufficient notice to ensure that adequate 
preparations are in place including for performing some religious 
ceremonies while opening the casket of the remains and taking out some 
pieces from there. 



>10 



4. Consequently, I take this opportunity to write this letter and snake a 
formal request seeking your convenience to receive a competent person to 
be deputed from India to sort out some pieces from the mortal remains for 
undertaking the DNA examination. 


5. I also take this opportunity to place on record how appreciative we 
are of the cooperation extended by you and also to wish you a very Happy 
and Prosperous New Year. 






Reverend Mochizuki, 
Head Priest, 

Renkoji Temple, 
3-30-20, Wada, 
Suginami-ku, 

Tokyo. 


Yours sincerely, 





(G.V. Srinivas) 


v^Copy for information to: 

Mr. Makoto Tanabe, 

Southwest Asia Division, 

Asian & Oceanian Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 

Tokyo. 


G. V. 

— • m&m) xmmmm 

TOK/l 0 2/2/0 3 








2 0 0 5¥2J3 9 0 


2 0 0 4^4£ 9 B^&ffllfcitS^y K©M. L. 

^LT^ni:|< 2 0 0 4^1 2^8 * ^-7 

y K 7 ■ 5 DNAT 7 

2 0 0 4¥4J3 9 

NAT7 hfe-*-5*fcH#ttfc< s III^fcoTttDNAr^ MrffSaB' 
CO^y ^lTtlDNA7^ h 

y K^3lf «U ^ o5r)(0KO3l3fc^^ , frSri3*V' UfcV' i: V' 5 l t Sr*te 
tfc 0 

2 0 0 4^12^8 0©fA£©#£<7)*T\ 2 0 0 4 #4/! 9 b± 

»ffcft*(4a^ft«io|tw*ift36”ei>u, row*ic-3V'rttii3t*©«*© 
^«&^^^i:«S©a!>ofc^i:©®U^V'3&s^»*r*>5<iPS:Kfe^^Jte 

51fc;XB*©04^ll&&#5-£&^$ft$bfco DNAr^ 

^bW< £>;N0£ft££tt®£l t^^y Kj&SftftOfcSAfcfcSft't'fcftT 

&***>*© :3g«£ffiV'£ Lfc£!5, 4 y 

T*mi£Lig£&£5£fcob^;£Lfc 0 ^LTXv rottliHUi^fc**© 

*9 wi-wnff 5 

ic D&& l©»#(il©#ijS:Ufct*x DNAfA 

iisijcD^y y K^b*ftSnfc#ttfc5A**iffiis-<< > rftloru^i 
^V'4^*5ttSrV>tb4’t', 


$ U±(f-CV'5^Sr«BftH:t if*. $fU'¥^£*£ I'fcb* 

■fo 


«fc 


G. V. *])-/** 


SfeteM^ &m, 

jjufC^&EfPffi 3-30-20 


i£)= tf-t:TSB<03r*5< <9 £- 9 % 

nmmr*JT • *¥#*NJaarar$*r*ft 

■ MM 



JS(CW)MEA 


? Feb 2005 10:55 P.01/01 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

p.O. Wo. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XlII 


s&.f : 


(LJXKalte) 




Xc*yk e \ I 


f Mj 



rlh 





Embassy of India, 0^ 
2-1 1, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


G.V. Srinivas 

First Secretary (Political & Consular)/HOC 



No. Tok/1 02/2/03 


February 8, 2005 


Kindly refer to your meeting at the Embassy with Ambassador H.E. 
Mr. M.L. Tripathi on 9 April 2004 followed by my meeting with you at the 
Temple on 8 December 2004 regarding the DhjA examination of mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

\ 

2. During your meeting with the Ambassador bn 9 April 2004, you had 
indicated to our Ambassador that: you would have no objection to a DNA 
test being conducted on the mortal remains in your custody; to implement 
this you would require a formal request from the Government of India for 
conducting such a DNA test; and, if the DNA testihas been conducted and 
the remains are confirmed to be those of Netaji 1 , you would handover to 
India the casket containing the ashes though you (would wish to be allowed 
to keep a portion of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

t 

3. During my meeting with you on 8 December 2004, you had clarified 
that: your proposal to Ambassador on 9 April 2004 was your persona! one 
and that you needed to discuss the subject with the members of the 
Renkoji Temple as well as former associates of Nietaji; You also added that 
before you could undertake these by consultations, you would need formal 
proposal coming from the Embassy on the subject; You had also indicated 
that a formal proposal could be in the nature of a letter written by the 
Embassy addressed to you and repeated to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Japan; When I requested your response to India deputing a competent 
person to collect some pieces from the mortal renjains for DNA testing, you 
had said that, once a formal proposal comes from our side, you would 
consult and respond; and, you had also added that whenever this exercise 
is taken, you would require sufficient notice tb ensure that adequate 
preparations are in place including for performing some religious 
ceremonies while opening the casket of the remains and taking out some 
pieces from there. 
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4. Consequently, I take this opportunity to write this letter and make a 
formal request seeking your convenience to receiye a competent person to 
be deputed from India to sort out some pieces from the mortal remains for 
undertaking the DNA examination. 

* 

5. I also take this opportunity to place on record how appreciative we 

are of the cooperation extended by you and also to wish you a very Happy 
and Prosperous New Year. \ 


\ 

f Yours sincerely, 

i 

I 

1 


» (G.V. Srinivas) 

Reverend Mochizuki, ! 

Head Priest, f 

Renkoji Temple, 

Tokyo. 

t 

t 

Copy for information to: \ 


Mr. Makoto Tanabe, \ 

Southwest Asia Division, ! 

Asian & Oceanian Affairs Bureau, , 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, f 

Government of Japan, 

Tokyo. | 
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Kindly refer to your meeting at the Embassy with Ambassador H.E. 
Mr. M.L. Tripathi on 9 April 2004 followed by my meeting with you at the 
Temple on 8 December 2004 regarding the DNA examination of mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. [ 


2. During your meeting with the Ambassador on 9 April 2004, you had 
indicated to our Ambassador that: you would haye no objection to a DNA 
test being conducted on the mortal remains in your custody; to implement 
this you would require a formal request from the[ Government of India for 
conducting such a DNA test; and, if the DNA test; has been conducted and 
the remains are confirmed to be those of Netaji 1 , you would handover to 
India the casket containing the ashes though you Would wish to be allowed 
to keep a portion of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 


3 During my meeting with you on 8 December 2004, you had clarified that: 
your proposal to Ambassador on 9 April 2004 was your personal one and 
that you needed to discuss the subject with the’ members of the Renkoji 
Temple as well as former associates of Netaji; You also added that before 
you could undertake these by consultations, you would need formal 
proposal coming from the Embassy on the subjeqt; You had alsojndicated^ cU?<J 
that a formal proposal could be in the nature of a tetter written 
SfThis Embassy addressed to you and repeated to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Japan; When I requested your response to India deputing a 
competent person to collect some pieces from the mortal remains for DNA 
testing, you had said that, once a formal proposal comes from our side, you 
would consult and respond; and, you had also skdded that whenever this 
exercise is taken, you would require sufficient notice to ensure that 
adequate preparations are in place including for performing some religious 
ceremonies while opening the casket of the remains and taking out some 
pieces from there. , 
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 
TOKYO - JAPAN 


No. O 6<D /F/11/2005 


The Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia presents its 

compliments to all Diplomatic missions, the Delegation of the European 

■ 


Commission and International Organisation? in Tokyo, and has the 
honour to inform them that the Embassy will be closed from February 9 


/ 


until February 1 1 on the occasion of Chinese New Year, the Islamic New 
Hijra Year and Japanese Found atioj/Day / 

The Embassy of the Republic/of Indonesia avails itself of this 
opportunity to renew to all Diplomatic missions, the Delegation of the 
European Commission and International Organisations in Tokyo the 
assurances of its highest consideration. 





Tokyo, February 7, 2005 



All Diplomatic missions, 

the Delegation of the European Commission 

and International Organisations 

in T o k y o 


f 


n/:> 




4. Consequently, I take this opportunity to write this letter and make a 
formal request seeking your convenience to receive a competent person to 
be deputed from India to sort out some pieces from the mortal remains for 
undertaking the DNA examination. 

i 

5. I also take this opportunity to place on record how appreciative we 
are of the cooperation extended by you and also to wish you a very Happy 
and Prosperous New Year. 

i 

Yours sincerely, 


Reverend Mochizuki, 
Head Priest, 

Renkoji Temple, 
Tokyo. 


(G.V. Srinivas) 


Copy for information to: 


Mr. Makoto Tanabe, 

Southwest Asia Division, 

Asian & Oceanian Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 

Tokyo. 
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e 38 04/02 Shri M. Nasser 

22 4251 DA for 3 nights' for the period 

from 7th February 2005 to 10th 
February 2005 US$75/-p.d. x 3 
nights = US$225/- (Sanction 
NO.A.33022/3/2005-IC, dated 
3/2/05). 


225.00 0 ; 0 9882 MO Agriculture: 

Foreign Travel 


i 



Total currency wise 

Check exchange rate (correct if few Rs ): 0 


1125.00 0 * 0 49410 
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J$<CNU>MEfi 


Feb 2005 10:57 P.01/01 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/ 4 / NGO-Vol.XIII 


3 February 2Qp5 


to the Head Priest of the 


in the Temple. 


The draft letter is in order and may be issued. 


(L.D.Ralte) 


Hindustantimes.com - the name India trusts for news 
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You are here: Home > Netaji Home > Verdict 



Wife believed Bose was in USSR 

'Crash was faked, Subhas lived on' 

By Shall Ittaman 




■ 'Crash was faked, Bose lived on 1 


4 ^ 
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Emilie Schenkl-Bose believed that 
her husband Subhas Bose was alive 
In the USSR. Yet, she was forced to 
contend with people who insisted 
that Renkoji Temple in Japan 
housed his ashes. 


In her first-ever known reaction, 
her grand nephew Surya Kumar 
Bose says many times she had 
confided in him that the plane 
crash was fabricated and the 
Temple relics 1 were not her 
husband's remains. In fact, despite 
Indian leaders and officials pressing 
her, she had declined to claim the 
ashes. Emilie died in Vienna in 
1996. 


Emilie Schenk! had told Surya Bose 
in January 1973 that a "German 
journalist Ratmund Schnabel, who had settled in East Berlin after 
World War II, had told her that Netaji was in Soviet Union after 


1945". 


■ 'Emilie knew Subhas was alive* 

■ MEA stopped Formosa visit 

■ 'Expose may hurt Bose's image' 

■ Where are the PMG files? 

■ "Air crash story was made up* 

■ 'Japan lied about Bose's death? 1 

■ Bose fell to Anglo-American plot 

■ Affidavit - Kama! Pande 



Other Stories 


■ Bose was at Stalin's mercy in '46 

■ Affidavit - Or Purabi Roy 

■ Purabi Roy's appeal ignored 

■ All roads lead to Russia 

■ General digs out truth on Bose 
»'I saw Bose in Quetta 1 

■ US sleuths trailed Bose till Russia 

■ CoL Lakshmi SehgaTs volte-face 



Strange as it may seem, Indian governments have never really 
supported any probe to establish what really happened to Subhas 
Bose. On the contrary, they have always shown a nervous hurry in 
disposing of all matters relating to his disappearance. 

The latest government attempt to stymie the probe is reflected in 
Home Secretary Kamal Pande's affidavit before the Mukherjee 
Commission, which incidentally is the third in the series of 
government probes into Subhas Bose's disappearance. 


■ Subhas 1 man who knew it all 

■ Comrade opposes Habib theory 

■ Bose alive for Britain in 1946 

■ Transfer of Power 

■ Letter from British Intelligence 

■ CIA tracks Subhas till 1964 

■ Probe ignored US angle 


The Mukherjee Commission had directed the Ministry of Home Affairs 
to explain the privilege the government was claiming to refuse to 
Subhas Bose files long alter the expiry of the mandatory period of 
classification of official secrets. 


Kamal Pande, while citing Section 123 and 124 of the Evidence Act 
and Article 74(2) of the Constitution in his affidavit, said among 
other things that: 


a The files are unpublished official records on affairs of State, 
and contain communications between public officers in official 
confidence. 

■ The disclosure of the files will harm public interest. 

It will evoke wide-spread reactions and may lower the image 
of Netaji Subhas Bose, and 

m Diplomatic ties with friendly countries will be adversely 
affected 


How and why public interest and ties with friendly countries will be 
impaired, and how indeed Bose's image will be lowered, are really 
subject matters for the most curious debate. 


h Up ://www. hindustantimes.com/news/specials/Netaji/emi lie_main.htm 
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Hindustantimes.com - the name India trusts for news 


Such discouragement is quite in line with the stance of alt 
governments of free India. In fact, in 1956, the Ministry of External 
Affairs refused to permit the Shah Nawaz Committee to visit Formosa 
Island, where the crash was supposed to have taken place. In a 
confidential letter to Shah Nawaz Khan, First Secretary A K Dar 
wrote: "...it would neither be advisable not practicable to visit 
Formosa. The Ministry feels strongly that any attempt to visit 
Formosa may well turn out to be embarrassing all round and lead to 
frustrating complications..." 



Page 2 of 2 


Indeed, the then government was in no mood to institute a probe 
into Subhas Bose's disappearance. It was only when the Calcutta- 
based Netaji Smarak Samiti decided on October 6, 1955 to Institute 
a non-official enquiry and send the team abroad to investigate, that 
the Nehru government set up the Shah Nawaz Committee, Of course, 
it is another matter that it came 10 years too iate. 


Even then, Shah Nawaz Khan Committee had a good chance to come 
upon valuable evidence in Formosa. Most of the witnesses were still 
alive and the records of War were still available for investigators to 
fish for and locate. The government order preventing the Formosa 
visit therefore killed the chance of any meaningful discovery. 

By the time the G D Khosla Commission came into being in 1970, 
little remained of the ‘traces of the accident' and the intent to get at 
the truth 
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A perception has lingered on for years that the governments of free 
India have not been serious in solving the mystery of the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 

Moreover, charges have been flung at the governments that 
constituted the two early probes that they did not allow a fair play. 


■ 'Crash was faked, Bose lived on' 

■ 'Emilie knew Subhas was alive' 

■ MEA stopped Formosa visit 

■ 'Expose may hurt Bose's image' 

■ Where are the PMO files? 


One criticism that the Shah Nawaz committee, set up a decade after 
the 'crash', faced was that they did not go to Formosa (Taiwan), the 
scene of the mishap. 

By overlooking this important aspect, the Committee surely missed 
out on several relevant details. It was a time when a number of 
witnesses to the 'crash 1 were alive and the records were easy to 
locate. 


Making a mention of this, the Shah Nawaz Committee noted in its 
report that the reason for their not visiting Taiwan was that India did 
not have diplomatic relations with that country. 


/'“Ny Hindustantime5.com tried to verify this claim, hut found that 
the then government had actually gone out of its way to stop 
the Committee from visiting Taiwan. 


On May 18, 1956, while in Japan, Shah Nawaz Khan expressed 
desire to go to Taiwan and wrote to the then Ambassador of India in 
Japan, B R Sen, in this regard* 


In return, Shah Nawaz got a reply from First Secretary A K Dhar 
who conveyed to him the External Ministry's advise that he should 
not visit Taiwan for it would not be useful. The MEA suggested that 
the Committee should rely solely on the help of the Japanese 
government, which had declared Bose dead. 


■ 'Air crash story was made up' 

■ 'Japan lied about Bose’s death?' 

■ Bose fell to Anglo-American plot 

■ Affidavit - Kamal Pande 

Other Stories 

■ Bose was at Stalin's mercy in r 46 

■ Affidavit - Dr Purabi Roy 

■ Purabi Roy's appeal ignored 

■ All roads lead to Russia 

■ General digs out truth on Bose 

■ T saw Bose in Quetta' 

■ US sleuths trailed Bose till Russia 

■ Col. Lakshmi Sehgats volte-face 

■ Subhas' man who knew it all 

■ Comrade opposes Habib theory 

■ Bose alive for Britain in 1946 
■Transfer of Power 

■ Letter from British Intelligence 

■ CIA tracks Subhas till 1964 


In another communique, AK Dhar reaffirmed the MEA stand, duly ■Probe ignored US angle 
approved by Ambassador Sen, but in harsher words* 


The MEA said that the Government of Taiwan had put 'obstacles' in 
their way and would go to the extent of putting 'degrading 
conditions' on the Committee and as such the whole exercise might 
turn out to be 'politically embarrassing' and 'might lead to 
complicating situations'. 


In his reply to AK Dhar on May 29, 1956, Shah Nawaz gave in 
without much protest and willingly agreed to take evidence through 
the Japanese Government and the British Consulate General in 
Taiwan* 


http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/specials/Netaji/mea.htm 


2/4/2005 


Hindustantimes.com - the name India trusts for news 


Did Japan lie about Bose's death in air crash? 

By Pradip Bose 
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Nearly fifty-six years ago, Netaji's death was announced from Tokyo radio on 24 August, 1945, It said that he 
had died in an air crash at Taipei, which is now the capital of Taiwan, on 18 August, 1945. 

Why should the Japanese lie about Netaji's death, is the main argument? On 18 August, 1945 the Japanese 
were still in command, even though Japan had formally surrendered on 15th August, 1945, 


Nobody can deny the fact that at that point of time Netaji could not have moved anywhere without the active 
assistance of the Japanese armed forces. Many Japanese, having witnessed the event, have vouched for the 
fact of Netaji's death after the air crash. Most important among them is the doctor who treated him but failed to 
save his life. 


Moreover, one of the most trusted colleagues of Netaji in the IN A, Col, Habibur Rahman has said that he was a 
witness to the air crash as he was himself in the plane and saw Netaji dying. Even if he had to tell a lie during 
the extraordinary situation of the Japanese surrender in 1945, why did he continue to say the same thing for 15 
or 20 years after the event? 


Nobody has so far provided any unassailable evidence that he was alive after the announced air crash or is still 
alive today. Without any other valid information, why should not the Bose family or at least the majority of its 
members, accept the Japanese announcement of his death? 

It is indeed a matter of national shame that for the last 56 years, controversies have been going on about the 
so-called mystery of Netaji's death; and in the process the national honour, which he richly deserves, has not 
been formally given to him by bringing back his ashes from Tokyo. 


Moreover, the generation of Japanese who have been keeping the ashes at the Renkoji temple in Tokyo, with 
great respect and devotion, is fast dying and the younger Japanese generation have neither the requisite 
interest nor any detailed knowledge of Subhas Bose, 

Therefore, they may not continue to give the same honour to his "ashes" and this is a matter of great concern 
and sorrow for the older generation of Japanese who venerate him. 


There are no longer any valid reasons for not bringing back the "ashes' 1 * 

I am of the opinion that the whole subject should be approached without emotion and sentiment. The issue of 
death caused by an air crash has to be substantiated by unimpeachable evidence* 

My own objection to bringing back the "ashes” at this stage is based on the following facts and 
assumptions: 


l.a. Nobody can raise any objection to the fact, which can be substantiated with evidence, that Netaji wanted 
to go to the Soviet Union, after the end of the Japanese war, to continue his struggle for India's freedom. 

b. When the news of his death in the air crash was reported to the then Viceroy of India, Lord Waveil, he noted 
in his diary that he suspected the news, because if Netaji intended to go underground this is just the kind of of 
story that would be given out. 
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Apart from that, the 'death news' was necessary both for Netaji and 
also for the Japanese Government for different reasons. It would give 
Netaji an opportunity to escape from the net of Anglo-American 
forces, which were about to occupy all the lands formerly under 
Japanese control including the mainland of Japan. 


■ 'Crash was faked, Bose lived on' 

■ ’Emiiie knew Subhas was alive 1 

■ MEA stopped Formosa visit 

■ ’Expose may hurt Bose’s image 1 


The Japanese government, which had already surrendered, did not in 
the event of Netaji's death have to give an explanation to the 
victorious Anglo-American forces for assisting a formidable enemy of 
the British Empire. 


■ Where are the PMO files? 

■ ’Air crash story was made up' 

■ 'Japan lied about Bose’s death?' 
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May be this was actually done, but what I am saying is that it would 
have been an almost "normal" thing to do as Wavell had suggested, 
if there was such an escape plan, later it was discovered that, in 
fact, there was an escape plan. 


■ Bose fell to Anglo-American plot 

■ Affidavit - Kama I Pande 

Other Stories 


2. a. We know from the past activities of Subhas Bose that he used to 
plan the minutest details well ahead of time, as his successful escape 
from India has dearly revealed. In August 1945 he could not have 
planned and escaped to the Soviet Union without the active 
assistance of the Japanese armed forces. 

We also know that the Japanese government did not like the idea of 
Netaji's wish to establish contact with Jacob Malik, the Soviet 
Ambassador in Tokyo, during his visit to Japan in November, 1944. 


Till the last moment the Imperial Government in Tokyo was reluctant 
to approve the request of Field Marshal Terauchi, the Supreme 
Commander of the Japanese Forces in South East Asia, to assist 
Netaji to reach Manchuria so that he could establish contact with the 
Soviet authorities. 


The Japanese government's approval came at the last moment and 
this plan was put into operation. 


■ Bose was at Stalin's mercy in '46 

■ Affidavit - Dr Purabi Roy 

■ Purabi Roy's appeal ignored 

■ All roads lead to Russia 

■ General digs out truth on Bose 

■ '! saw Bose in Quetta' 

■ US sleuths trailed Bose till Russia 

■ Col, Lakshmi Sehgal’s volte-face 

■ Subhas' man who knew it ail 

■ Comrade opposes Habib theory 

■ Bose alive for Britain in 1946 

■ Transfer of Power 

■ Letter from British Intelligence 

■ CIA tracks Subhas till 1964 


b. Without going into the details about the story of the air crash and “Probe ignored US angle 
the death, let me mention another point. I see a strange similarity in 
the pattern of the story of his escape from India in 1941 and his 
"planned escape" to the Soviet Union in 1945. 


At least seven members of the Bose family knew about some aspects 
of his escape from India. But Subhas came to the conclusion that if 
all of them pretended they did not know anything about his escape 
then at least some of them would be arrested interrogated and even 
tortured to get at the truth. 


To avoid such a possibility he constructed a story of his withdrawal 
from wordly affairs In order to meditate in an undisturbed 
environment. He withdrew behind a curtain and only one person, his 
nephew Aurobindo, was allowed to enter into the "prohibited area" 
late in the evening to know about his requirements. 


White Aurobindo knew that Subhas had left Calcutta on 17th 
January, 1941, he told the police that he had seen Netaji on 25th 
January, as Subhas had asked him to do. On the 26th January an 
announcement was made that he was no longer in his room. 
Aurobindo was a "viable witness" swearing that he saw Subhas Bose 
on the 25th night, while actually he had already crossed the Indo- 
Afghan border. 
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Aurobindo never wrote about this inspite of repeated requests from 
friends and relatives till he died in 1988 i.e. 47 years after the event, 
because he said that he was bound by an oath of secrecy of Netaji. 
This seemed a little odd because some governments release their top 
secret documents after 30 or 40 years but he was not convinced by 
that argument 

c. At least 5 or 6 persons in the provisional Government of Azad Hind 
knew that Netaji was planning to escape to the Soviet Union after 
the end of the war but only one person Habibur Rahman was chosen 
to fly with him. He he was the sole Indian witness to the event of his 
death. Or, was it yet another non-event, as vouched for by 
Aurobindo on an earlier occasion? 


■ ’Crash was faked, Bose lived on' 

■ 'Emilie knew Subhas was alive' 

■ MEA stopped Formosa visit 

■ 'Expose may hurt Bose's image' 

■ Where are the PMO files? 

■ 'Air crash story was made up' 

■ 'Japan lied about Bose's death?' 

■ Bose fell to Anglo-American plot 

■ Affidavit - Kamal Pande 


I am not saying that it was, but this possibility cannot be entirely 
ruled out as one can see a strange similarity in the pattern of the two 
escape stories. 


3. The biggest concern for the Japanese Government in the post- 
surrender situation was to be ''correct" in their behaviour in the eyes 
of the victorious Allied forces. The Japanese must have known that if 
it was revealed that they had actively assisted Netaji to go to 
Manchuria after their formal surrender on 15th August then they 
^ would have been accused of "wrong-doing". Therefore, under those 
circumstances to give a story of his death would have been the 
safest way out of an embarrassing situation, into which they had 
been pushed by Subhas Bose and Terauehi. 


3, In 1962 when I met Dr. Ba Maw in Rangoon, President of Burma 
during the war years in, he told me that the Japanese had 
announced his "death 11 in an air crash, while he was actually hiding in 
Japan. While I was in Tokyo in 1994 I asked Mr, Hayashi, who is 
incharge of the Renkoji Temple, whether he could remember about 
the announcement of Ba Maw's "death" in 1945, his immediate 
answer was that it was a fact. 

If the Japanese could announce Ba Maw's "death", while he was 
alive, they would not have hesitated to do the same if they felt the 
necessity in Subhas Bose's case as well Again, I am not saying that 
they actually did it. But it might be possible. 


Other Stories 

■ Bose was at Stalin's mercy in '46 

■ Affidavit - Dr Purabi Roy 

■ Purabi Roy’s appeal ignored 

■ All roads lead to Russia 

■ General digs out truth on Bose 

■ T saw Bose in Quetta' 

■ US sleuths trailed Bose till Russia 

■ Col, Lakshmi Sehgal's volte-face 

■ Subhas’ man who knew it ail 

■ Comrade opposes Habib theory 

■ Bose alive for Britain in 1946 

■ Transfer of Power 

■ Letter from British Intelligence 

■ CIA tracks Subhas till 1964 

■ Probe ignored US angle 
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4 . There are innumerable gaps in the story of the air crash and death 
which have been documented in great detail. All these make it 
almost impossible to provide clinching proof of these events. Should 
we totally overlook these gaps and come to the conclusion that he 
^ died because of other reasons? 


In a letter written to my father the late Suresh Chandra Bose, Pandit 
Nehru wrote on May 13, 1962 : "You ask me to send you proof of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death, I cannot send you any precise 
and direct proof." He added that all circumstantial evidence had 
convinced him and others of the fact that Netaji died. 


5. For the last 50 years there has not been any earnest, systematic 
and impartial enquiry made into the story of the air crash and 
'death' . This could not be conducted by any non-governmental 
organisations and individuals. This could be done only by the 
Government of India, which had shown no interest in the matter for 
ten years after the event. When it was pushed to take some action in 
1956, it set about it in a questionable manner. 

.. .could 
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Enquiries made under the leadership of Shah Nawaz Khan and 
justice GD Khosfa were not open-minded and impartial. There were 
clear indications that these enquiries were made to come to a 
definite conclusion which the Indian Government wanted that Netaji 
died in the air crash. There were no expressions of any possible 
doubt about the event. 

It would be recalled that my father, the late Suresh Chandra Bose, 
was a member of the Shah Nawaz Committee and he did not agree 
with the conclusion of the other two members. He submitted his 
dissentient report in detail as to why he had his doubts about the 
death. 

If the Shah Nawaz Committee had any pretensions to correctness, 
Justice Khosla himself did not even feel the necessity of wearing a 
mask. He not only gave a "judicial 11 verdict on Subhas Bose’s death, 
but also gave his political verdict on Netaji as a Japanese puppet. 


■ ‘Crash was faked, Bose lived on 1 

■ 'Emilie knew Subhas was alive' 

■ MEA stopped Formosa visit 

■ 'Expose may hurt Bose’s image' 

• Where are the PMO files? 

■'Air crash story was made up 1 

■ T Japan lied about Bose's death?' 

■ Bose fell to Anglo-American plot 
■Affidavit - Kama I Pande 

Other Stories 

■ Bose was at Statin's mercy in '46 

■ Affidavit - Dr Purabi Roy 


Page 1 of 1 

2 # 


Does not Subhas Bose deserve an open-minded, thorough and 
impartial enquiry regarding his ultimate fate? 


■ Purabi Roy's appeal ignored 

■ All roads lead to Russia 


6- Scholars of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, who were conducting 
research on Indo-Soviet relations from 1917 to 1947, have some 
across certain materials in Russian Journals and Archives which show 
a real possibility of NetajPs presence in the Soviet Union after the 
supporsed air crash on 18th August, 1945. They also have no 
definite proof for their findings as they have been unable to have 
access to certain archival material in different departments of the 
former Soviet government which are still closed from public scrutiny. 

The Russian government officials have told the scholars that unless 
the Indian Government makes a formal and written request to them, 
they would not be in a position to open up the files for them. 

There have been requests from the Asiatic Society as well as from 
the majority of the members of the Bose family to the Indian 
Government, led by Mr, Narasimha Rao, to make such a formal 
request but it refused to do anything about it. 


■ General digs out truth on Bose 

■ ‘I saw Bose in Quetta' 

■ US sleuths trailed Bose till Russia 

■ Col. Lakshmi Sehgal's volte-face 

■ Subhas' man who knew it all 

■ Comrade opposes Habib theory 

■ Bose alive for Britain in 1946 
■Transfer of Power 

■ tetter from British Intelligence 

■ CIA tracks Subhas till 1964 

■ Probe ignored US angle 


This attitude was indeed intriguing. While the Rao Government was 
convinced that Netaji had died in the air crash in August 1945 and 
was making determined efforts to bring back his "ashes* from Tokyo, 
the Asiatic Society Scholars were mentioning events after the air 
crash. It was an opportunity for the Indian government to expose 
these scholars for their "false claims" , but they did not do it. Why? 
Was it because something might be revealed which might embarrass 
some important person(s)? 


That is the question which is uppermost in my mind when I think 
about the Indian government's persistent refusal to send a reply to 
our letter. 


The Indian government should publicly explain why it is reluctant to 
request the Russian Government to open up the files on Subhas 
Bose. 

'i.contd 
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Did Japan lie about Bose's death in air crash? 




In the summer of 1996, 1 had the opportunity of looking at some of 
the "dosed" files on Subhas Bose, which are being kept by the British 
government in London. 


I saw in one of its files that the Director of the Intelligence Bureau in 
New Delhi reported to the British Government in London in May, 
1946, that he had received several reports from different parts of 
India about Subhas Bose's presence in the Soviet Union. He added 
that he had also received "circumstantial details" about his presence 
in Russia. 


■ "Crash was faked, Bose lived on* 

■ 'Emllie knew Subhas was alive 1 

■ MEA stopped Formosa visit 

■ 'Expose may hurt Bose's image' 

■ Where are the PMO files? 

■ 'Air crash story was made up' 

■ 'Japan lied about Bose's death?' 


The International Political Intelligence, which reported this 
information to the India Office in London, wondered why the 
Russians were circulating this story, which they had already done in 
Persia. Was it information or mis-information? 


Till then the British Intelligence was quite convinced that Netaji died 
in the air crash in August, 1945. But after receiving this report they 
became quite confused. They were, as they put, "not more than 90 
% sure that Bose was dead"* Should not the British Government 
open up their closed files on Netaji, especially regarding the air crash 
and his death? 

The Indian Government must urge the British Government to do that 
during the 50th Anniversary of India's independence. 

All these facts, arguments and assumptions have convinced me that 
a final, thorough and impartial investigation is necessary to find out 
the mystery of Netaji' s death. 

All the files that are now lying with the Indian government regarding 
Netaji and the Indian National Army must be opened up. Moreover, 
the Indian government must strongly urge the Government of the 
Ugdom, Russia, Japan and the USA to open up their hies on Netaji so 
that the real truth about him - just before and after the air crash 
could be revealed for the public to judge for themselves whether he 
actually died in the air crash of nob 


■ Bose fell to Anglo-American plot 

■ Affidavit - Kamal Pande 

Other Stories 

■ Bose was at Stalin's mercy in '46 

■ Affidavit - Dr Purabi Roy 

■ Purabi Roy's appeal ignored 

■ AS! roads lead to Russia 

■ Genera! digs out truth on Bose 

■ T saw Bose in Quetta' 

■ US sleuths trailed Bose till Russia 

■ Col, Lakshmi SehgaTs volte-face 

■ Subhas 1 man who knew it all 

■ Comrade opposes Habib theory 

■ Bose alive for Britain in 1946 
■Transfer of Power 

■ Letter from British Intelligence 

■ CIA tracks Subhas till 1964 

■ Probe ignored US angle 


If he was alive after the supposed air crash, what happened to him? 

I strongly feel, and this feeling is shared by the majority of the 
members of the Bose family, that one of the most important tasks of 
the Netaji Birth Centenary year should be to conduct this enquiry in 
different parts of the world. 

For this the Indian Government should take serious steps and the 
continuing question regarding the "ashes" should be decided once 
and for all. If it is proved that Netaji died in the air crash and his 
ashes were kept in Tokyo, then they must be brought back to India 
within the Centenary year with the national honour that he fully 
deserves* 

...contd 
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However, a whole series of "events 11 have taken place after 
the air crash, which I have collected form different sources 
and need special attention now. 


1* I found in the "closed 11 files of the British government in London 
the following news : 


■ 'Crash was faked, Bose lived on 1 

■ 'Emiiie knew Subbas was alive 1 

■ MEA stopped Formosa visit 

■ 'Expose may hurt Bose's image 1 

■ Where are the PMO files? 


Reuter (Chtnsura, West bengal) 20 December, 1945 ■'Air crash story was made up 1 

■ 'Japan tied about Bose's death?' 

"5.C. Bose is still alive, said H.V, Kamath,.,,he was able to make his 

assertion on the basis of certain information made available to him". "Bose fell to Anglo-American plot 

This was a newspaper report on which the following note was made : ■ Affidavit - Kamal Pande 


"Thanks. I am asking DIB{ Director, Intelligence Bureau, New Delhi) 
whether it is possible that this is true. 

Note B IPI 31/12 

{"IPI" is "International Political Intelligence") 


Other Stories 

■ Bose was at Stalin's mercy in '46 

■ Affidavit - Dr Purabi Roy 

■ Purabi Roy's appeal ignored 

■ All roads lead to Russia 


2. Shri Shyam Lai Jain of Meerut, while he deposed before Khosla 
Commission said : "I solemnly affirm and state on oath that one 
evening {the date may be 26 or 27 Dec. 1945) I was told by Shri 
Jawaharla! Nehru on the telephone to come to the residence of Shri 
Asaf Ali with a typewriter as he had a lot of work to be typed by me, 
with which I complied. After getting some papers typed by me, Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru drew out a paper from the pocket of his achkan 
and asked me to make four copies of it for him. The said paper was a 
hand-written matter and somewhat difficult to read. Now what was 
written in that paper, I am trying to reproduce from memory : 


"Netaji Subbas Chandra Bose proceeding by aeroplane from Saigon, 
arrived today August 23, 1945 at Dairen (Manchuria) at 1.30 
afternoon. The said plane was a Japanese bomber plane. It was full 
of gold in the shape of bars, ornaments and jewel/ery. Netaji carried 
two attache cases, one in each hand. On alighting from the plane 
Netaji took tea with bananas. 


■ General digs out truth on Bose 

■ 'I saw Bose in Quetta 1 

■ US sleuths trailed Bose till Russia 

■ CoL Lakshmi Sehgal's volte-face 

■ Subhas' man who knew it all 

■ Comrade opposes Habib theory 

■ Bose alive for Britain in 1946 
■Transfer of Power 

■ Letter from British Intelligence 

■ CIA tracks Subhas till 1964 

■ Probe ignored US angle 




"When Netaji finished tea, he along with four others, of whom one 
was Japanese, named Gen. Shedei (and others have lapsed from 
memory) took their seats in a jeep standing nearby. The said jeep 
proceeded towards Russian territory. After three hours the sard jeep 
f \ returned and informed the pilot of the plane who flew back to 
Tokyo". 


"After handing over the said paper to me for typing, Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru went to Mr. Asaf Ali and remained busy in conversation with 

him for 10-15 minutes. I could not complete the work, because 

the name of the writer on that letter was not readable and I kept 
waiting for Shri Jawaharlal Nehru to come and tell the name. In the 
meantime I went through the letter several times and this is all that I 
could remember to the present day. Shri Jawaharlal Nehru could not 
discern the name of the writer and asked me to pull out the papers 
and hand them over to him as they were." 

...contd 
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From: "dircnv" <dircnv@mea.gov.in> 

To: "'fs2’" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

Sent: 15 January 2005 07:37 

Subject: RE: Request for Ministry's vetting 

Received fax and e-mail 
CdA, Tokyo from JS (CNV), MEA 

— Original Message — 

From: fs2 [mailto:fs2@indembjp.org] 

Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2005 8:57 AM 

To: jscnv@mea.gov. in; j$ea@mea.gov.in; dircnv@mea,gov.in 

Subject: Request for Ministry's vetting 



From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

Shri L D Ralte, Joint Secretary (CNV) from G V Srinvias, CdA ai 


Rptd: Shri Ashok K Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

Please refer to your fax message NO. 25/4/NGO-Vol XIII dated 30 Dec 04 
instructing the Embassy to make a formal request to the Reverend of 
Renkoji Temple for conducting DN A examination and see kTngTbgir 
convenience for receiving a competent person from India for this purpose. 

A draft letter from the Embassy addressed to Reverend, Renkoji Temple, 
and repeated to local foreign office is enclosed as attachment and may 
kindly be vetted by the Ministry before issue. 

Grateful acknowledge the receipt of this mail. 

Regards. 


Srinivas 
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From, "fs2" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

To: <jscnv@mea.gov.in>; <jsea@mea.gov.in>; <dircnv@mes,gov.in> 

Sent: 13 January 2005 12:26 

Attach: renkoji.doc 

Subject: Request for Ministry's vetting 

From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

i 

Shri L D Ralte, Joint Secretary (CNV) from G V Srinvias, CdA ai 
Rptd: Shri Ashok K Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) ! 


Please refer to your fax message NO, 25/4/NGO-VoljXIII dated 30 Dec 04 
instructing the Embassy to make a forma! request to the Reverend of Renkoji 
O Temple for conducting DNA examination and seeking their convenience for 
receiving a competent person from India for this purpbse. 


i 

A draft letter from the Embassy addressed to Reverend, Renkoji Temple, and 
repeated to local foreign office is enclosed as attachment and may kindly be 
vetted by the Ministry before issue. 

Grateful acknowledge the receipt of this mail. 


Regards. 

Srintvas 
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Embassy of India, 


2-11. Kundan-Minami 2-chome, 


G.V. Srinivas 
Charge d' Affaires a.i. 


Chiyoda-kii, TOKYO 102 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 0 3 (3 2 6 2)2 3 9 1 
Fax : 0 3 (3 2 3 4)4 8 6 6 
E-Mail : indembjp@goLcom 


No. Tok/1 02/2/03 


January 6, 2005 


Kindly refer to your meeting at the Embassy with Ambassador H.E. 
Mr. M.L. Tripathi on 9 April 2004 followed by my meeting with you at the 
Temple on 8 December 2004 regarding the DNA examination of mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


2. During your meeting with the Ambassador on 9 April 2004, you had 
indicated to our Ambassador that: you would have no objection to a DNA 
test being conducted on the mortal remains in your custody; to implement 
this you would require a formal request from the Government of India for 
conducting such a DNA test; and, if the DNA test has been conducted and 
the remains are confirmed to be those of Netaji, you would handover to 
India the casket containing the ashes though you would wish to be allowed 
to keep a portion of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 


3 During my meeting with you on 8 December 2004, you had clarified that: 
your proposal to Ambassador on 9 April 2004 was your personal one and 
that you needed to discuss the subject with the' members of the Renkoji 
Temple as well as former associates of Netaji; You also added that before 
you could undertake these by consultations, you would need formal 
proposal coming from the Embassy on the subject; You had also indicated 
that a formal proposal could be in the nature of a letter written by the Head 
of this Embassy addressed to you and repeated to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Japan; When I requested your response to India deputing a 
competent person to collect some pieces from the mortal remains for DNA 
testing, you had said that, once a formal proposal comes from our side, you 
would consult and respond; and, you had also added that whenever this 
exercise is taken, you would require sufficient notice to ensure that 
adequate preparations are in place including for performing some religious 
ceremonies while opening the casket of the remains and taking out some 
pieces from there. 



4. Consequently, I take this opportunity to write this letter and make a 
formal request seeking your convenience to receive a competent person to 
be deputed from India to sort out some pieces from the mortal remains for 
undertaking the DNA examination. 

5. I also take this opportunity to place on record how appreciative we 

are of the cooperation extended by you and also to wish you a very Happy 
and Prosperous New Year. t 

i Yours sincerely, 


i (G.V. Srinivas) 

Reverend Mochizuki, 

Head Priest, ; 

Renkoji Temple, 

Tokyo. 


Copy for information to: 

« 

Mr. Makoto Tanabe, * 

Southwest Asia Division, 

Asian & Oceanian Affairs Bureau, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Government of Japan, 

Tokyo. I 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 





D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 
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30 December 2004 

* 


♦ 


Please refer to your letter no. TOK/ 102/2/03 dated 14 December 2004 
regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 


2. In view of the reasons cited in your letter, you may proceed and make a 
formal proposal to Rev Mochizuki, Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, with 
a request to allow a competent person to be deputed by the Justice Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) to f sort out the potentially less charred pieces of 
bones’ from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of 
Dr. Lalji’s letter that was forwarded to Ambassador vide my letter dated 1 1 
November 2004. 



1 




3. We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 



First Secretary (Pol & Cons) 

Embassy of India 

Tokyo 


[Fax : 00-81-3-3262-7240] 
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DFA 

G.V. Srinivas 
Charge d’ Affaires a.i. 


No. Tok/1 02/2/03 


January 5, 2005 


Dear 


Kindly refer to our meeting of December 9, 2004 wherein we had 
discussed the possibility of conducting DNA test on the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple. 

2. Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) has now proposed 
to depute an Indian expert to select sample of the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose for conducting the DNA test in India. We shall be 
grateful if you could confirm whether the above proposal would be agreed 
to by Renkoji Temple members and convey the date when the Indian 
expert could visit the Temple for that purpose. 

Yours sincerely, 


(G.V. Srinivas) 

Reverend Mochizuki, 

Head Priest, 

Renkoji Temple, 

Tokyo. 

Copy for information to: 

Mr. Koji Yagi, Southwest Asia Division, Asian & Oceanian Affairs 
Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan, Tokyo. 
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Fax =3792285 


L.D^Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
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AMBASSADOR 



*TTTcT Tf[ alM 

Embassy of India 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Tel: (81-3) 3265-5036/3512-2125 
Fax: (81-3) 3262-2301 
E-Mail: amb@indembjp-org 


No.Tok/Amb/2004 


3 rd December, 2004 


Dear Mr. Okuda, 

Thank you for your letter of 30 th November, 2004 and for the copies of 
many important documents about your association with the Indian National 
/— s Army. 

2. We missed you at the farewell for our former Deputy Chief of 
Mission, Mr. Biren Nanda. I do, however, hope that there will be some 
opportunities for us to meet in the future. 


3. I take this opportunity to convey my best wishes to you for the New 
Year which is around the comer. May God give you good health, long life 
and all happiness. 





With regards. 


\Aa, 


Yours sincerely, 

(K wi 

(M 


mrs sincerely, 

1L. Tripathiy 



Mr. Shigemoto Okuda, 

Resident Representative in Japan 
Of Saudi Arabina Airlines, 
Kokusai Building, Room 925, 
3-1-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 100-0005. 

€ 

(Fax: 3218-0983) 



Saudi Arabian Airlines gpgrmll <5 j4aJI LtjMII 



30th November, 2004 


His Excellency the Ambassador of India 
Mr. Manilal Tripathi 

Dear Excellency: 

I was invited to the farewell party for Mr. Biren Nanda, Deputy Chief of the Mission which was 
held in Your Excellency’s esteemed official residence the other day, and responded to attend it. 
However, I was absent to it because my physical condition had become unfavorable from the 
night before. I am truly sorry for my discourtesy, and would like to profoundly apologize. 

I was assigned to the forefront (Intelligence & Special Tactical Unit ) of Indian National Army 
(INA of which Supreme Commander was Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) as a member of 
"Hikari-Kikan" from 1943 to the war defeat in 1945, and fulfilled my duty as a military 
coordinator with Japanese Army at the battlefield of showering bullets in India-ruled Impal. 
The faces of INA officers and soldiers who became my close fellow comrades in arms under 
such extraordinary circumstances vividly awake still now and smile on me whenever I close 
my eyes, 

I was solely invited to Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention held at Netaji Bhawan, Calcutta 
on 23 rd January 1996, and Birth Centerary Celebrations of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose held 
by Dr. Shanker Dayal Sharma, President of India on 23rd January 1997 at Red Fort, New 
Delhi as an old comrade of Nrtaji and INA in Japan, had an honour to attend ceremonies at 
the Presidential Palace, the Diet Building, Red Fort, and so forth, and have pleasant talks with 
the President and dignitaries. I am herewith sending you the copy of my record at that time. 

While I think I could have an opportunity to pay a courtesy call on Your Excellency at some 
future date, please let me make my compliments to Your Excellency in writing for the present. 

I sincerely wish Your Excellency the Ambassador and Madam the best of health, and 
successful achievement of Your Excellency's mission in Japan. 



Most sincerely yours, 





Shigemoto Okuda 
Resident Representative 
in Japan of Saudi 
Arabian Airlines, and 
Chairman of Saudia 
GSA in Japan 


KOKUSAl BLDG. KM-925, 3-1-1 MARUNOUCHf 


CHI YODA-KU, TOKYO 100-0005 JAPAN 
TEL. 03-32 1 84)98 L(KEY) 


03-32J8-0983(PAX) 
03 - 3 2 1 8*0982( CGO) 




Grams : SUVASBOS 
CALCUTTA 



Telephone : 475-6139 
Fax : 91-33-748255 



INTERNATIONAL NETAJI CENTENARY COMMITTEE 
NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 

NETAJI BHAWAN 

38/2, LALA LAJPAT RAI ROAD « CALCUTTA-700 020 • INDIA 

Chairman 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 


20 December 199o 

Mr. Shigemoto Okuda 
25-21-2 Nishi Azabu 
Minato-Ku 
Tokyo, JAPAN 

Dear Mr. Okuda, 

It gives me much pleasure to invite you most cordially to 
attend the Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention at Netaji 
Bhawan, Calcutta, from 21 to 23 January 1996. Fraternal 
delegate's from a number of other countries, viz, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Burma, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Germany and United 
States will attend. When I met the Japanese Ambassador in 
India in New Delhi on 30 November last we thought of you as 
a fraternal delegate from Japan. Kindly confirm your 
acceptance early. It will be our pleasure to offer you full 
hospitality in Calcutta from 20 to 24 January 1996. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
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Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention 
Nata]i Bhawan, Calcutta, 23 January 1996 
International Delegation seated on the dais 


External Minister 
of India 

Mr Mukerjee 


A NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU PUBLICATION 




Proceedings of the plenary session of Netaji 
Centenary Inaugural Convention, Netaji Bhawan, 
Calcutta, 23 January 1996 

Welcome address 

Dr. Sugata Bose 
(India) 

~ Dr . Sugata Bose who conducted the procedings welcomed guests from 

different countries of Southeast Asia, Japan, Germany and from other parts 
of India. He particularly mentioned the former INA cadets who had been 
sent to the Imperial Military Academy in Japan by Netaji for military 
training and were now settled in Malaysia, Singapore and South India. Dr. 
Bose added : 

“It is a very great pleasure to have with us Mr. S.Okuda who was the 
youngest member of Hikari Kikan, the Japanese liaison organisation with 
the Indian National Army. He fought shoulder to shoulder with our soldiers 
of freedom on the Northeastern frontier of India in 1944-45. It is a very great 
privilege to welcome in our midst Mrs. Tinsa Maw Naing and her daughter, 
the daughter and grand-daughter of Dr. Ba Maw. Dr. Ba Maw was the 
President of Burma during the Second World War. We have had the great 

^ pleasure of listening to Dr. Ba Maw’s son Mr. Zali Maw giving his reminis- 
cences of Netaji and Dr. Ba Maw at a session of this convention. We also 
extend our welcome to the delegates who have arrived from various other 
foreign countries. It is only appropriate that we have no less a person than 
the Union Minister of External Affairs Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukherjee who 
is a good friend of the Bureau to come and greet them and be with us all 
here. I will not say any formal words of welcome to the INA Officers who are 
also members of the Netaji Research Bureau including Col. Lakshmi 
Sahgal, Col. Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon and Capt. Yadava who are all here 
amidst us today. I will only say a few words about the Netaji Research 
Bureau. Although anniversaries are always very happy occasions for us we 
do not make too much of anniversaries. Because our work is continuous and 
constructive. I am happy to report to you that Netaji Research Bureau has 
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Address 

- " - + * v • B 

Shigemoto Okuda 
(Japan) 

' ' i H 

Ladies and gentlemen, Chairman of International Netaji Centenary - 
Committee, Dr. Sisir Bose, and metnber4bf Netaji Research BureauF 
I would like to express my sincere thanks for inviting me to Centenary 
Inaugural Convention at Netaji Bhawan of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the national hero of India, and the world’s great man whom I respect the 
most. As I was one of the military coordinators of Hikari Organ dispatched 
from Japanese Army to our allied force of Indian National Army (INA) 
fighting under the command of Supreme Commander Netaji aiming to 
obtain the independence of India, it is the greatest honor and pleasure for 
me to be able to attend this magnificent and important conference today on 
behalf of our old comrades of Japan who shared their lots with INA's 
comrades in the severe battle fields. 

Now, please let me convey the message from our old comrades, best 
wellwishers of India in Japan that they wish the- great success of this 
conference and the best of health of dear friends gathering here today since 
I was asked by them before I left Japan. 

I also would like to inform you that we sincerely wish every day that 
the holy ash and remains of Netaji return to his mother country India while 
as many of us, old comrades of the battle fields are still alive as long as the 
rest of our lives continue although the average age of our fellow soldiers is 
going to exceed 80 years old.. They have been guarding the holy ash and 
remains of Netaji lying at Renkoji Temple in Tokyo with their greatest 
respect, and holding memorial services for the anniversary of Netaji’s death 
every year since 1945. 

Although it is my personal matter,- one of my dearest elder brothers 
who was conscripted as a soldier of Japanese Army is still buried in the 
trench in Kanglatongbi, the suburb of Imphal, and has not yet returned to 
Japan. The last words he left me when I accidentaly met him after the 
interval of a few years in the jungle around the border between India and 
Burma were "I believe we will be discharged from the military service and 
be able to go back to Japan when this operation to support India’s Indepen- 
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dence terminates. Let’s return to peaceful Japan in good health.” 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were killed 
in action of the war with INA's soldiers should have strongly felt nostalgia 
in the battle fields far away from their mother country although they well 
understood their important duty, the joint operation with INA, and were 
anxious about the future of their wiyes and children till their last moment. 

. Upon visiting the laridof India this‘time,'my heart is truly filled with* deep 
emotion thinking over themselves and their families. I would like to visit the 
land of Imphal some day in hear future to mourn for the dead soldiers of the 
Great Britain’s Armies also who sacrificed themselves for the respective 
national policies as well as the soldiers of the Allied Army consisted by INA 
and Japanese Army, and pray for the eternal peace and happiness of the 
people all over the world. 

Recently, Japanese televisions and newspapers are often broadcasting 
programs and publishing explanatory articles regarding the situation of 
remarkable economic development and future potentiality of the great * 1 
nation, India, our powerful friend in Asiat blessed with 900 millions of 
excellent human resources and the vast land. Whenever we get in touch 
with these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the facts happened . 
in our country. '■ 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people of your . 
country and Japanese people are firmly tied through Netaji and INA which 
Netaji commanded, pass down the historical truth in which we cooperated . 
each -other with our utmost efforts for the achievement of the same target 
from generation to generation, and establish better understanding and 
closer tie-up relation between the two nations and both nations’ people for 
a long, long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous prosperity of the 
nation of India, the best of health and happiness of you all. 

Finally, I would like to close my greeting introducing the song of INA 
which I sang with INA’s soldiers in the jungle around the border flying the 
national flag of India every morning 50 years before although my memory 
becomes uncertain. 

(Mr. Okuda concluded by Singing the INA Song. Ed.) 


■ / 


■ • 20 •* 



a®? 


(T: J'.ip 

To honour the Freedom Fighters 
! ‘ .wm/', 

’ j lepKeot /A» jitoadatt yf fd# cewtfianti tyt 

. i — J.. 

i a/ 0 Of* 

; M Sdatdctys JJ < J*„ ( talj/<s /jV/ at dtS.< 

at t^^adA dict/iadt S$Aat*art, 

Dress ; Nnlionnl/Formnl 


, «■••- 


■rt 




llil'll SCSI 


TI 10 Statue of . 

Netaji Subfias Chandra Boso 

will be unveiled by 
Dr. Shankar Dayal Sliarma 
President of India 
at Parliament House, New Delhi 
on Thursday, the 23rd January, 1997 at 9.30 A.M. 
You ore cordially invited to attend the function. 


(Kfndty (jo Iiv your seat In tho Contra! Mall by 9.16 A.M.) 
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His Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen. 


Shigemoto Okuda, Japan 
Old comrade of INA 


It is really great honour and pleasure for me to be able to 
attend the International Conference for "Asian Relations in 
21st Century" at Netaji Bhawan in Calcutta on behalf of the 
comrades of Hikari-Kikan military coordinators who were assigned 
to act between INA forces and Japanese army at the front of 
battlefield. 

Taking this valuable opportunity, I would like to emphasize 
to the .attendants of the meetings how INA soldiers fought bravely 
during the joint operation with Japanese army against British 
forces for the independence of the country under the orders 
given by Supreme Commander of INA, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I was serving as a military coordinator attached to Special 
Tactical & Intelligence Unit of INA assigned by Hikari-Kikan, 
as if I was spiritually the same as the proper INA soldier living 
together on duty for 24 hours then always ready to go into action 
at any moment sacrificing our own life for the battle of 
Independence of India with great honour. 

The above-mentioned INA unit which I belonged was dispatched 
from Singapore well in advance the arrival of the main INA forces 
by divisional scale to the borderland between Burma and India 
in order to enable them to participate in the joint operation 
with spear-head battalions of Japanese army, 60th Infantry 
Regiment of 1 5th Division, who dashed toward Imphal through 
steep mountain paths across the range, but joint operation forces 
of Japanese army and INA taking along only light arms to break 
through deep in the mountains and valleys around the border 
on foot defeated after consuming all supply of ammunition and 
provisions before reached their destination because of powerful 
counter offensive made by British forces at their heavily armored 
Assam defence positions. 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were 
killed in action of the war with INA’s soldiers should have 
strongly felt nostalgia in the battlefields far away from their 
mother country although they well understood their important 
duty, the joint operation with INA. 

I 

Recently, Japanese televisions and newspapers are often 
broadcasting programs and publishing explanatory articles 
regarding the situaion of remarkable economic development and 
future potentiality of the great nation, India, our poweful 
friend in Asia blessed with 900 millions of excellent human 
resources and the vast land. Whenever we get in touch with 
these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the facts 
happened in our country. 
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We strongly wish from the bottom. of our heart that the people 
of your country and Japanese people are firmly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down the historical 
truth in which we cooperated each other with our utmost efforts 
for the achievement of the same target from generation to 
generation, and establish better understanding and closer tie- 
up relation between the two nations and both nations' people 
for a long, long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous 
prosperity of the nation of India, the best of health and 
happiness of you all. 
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23rd August, 2002 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M,P. 
Netaji Research Bureau 
Calcutta, India 
Fax: 91-33-474-5070 


Dear Mrs. Bose: 

Upon receiving your fax letter dated 20th August, I started 
activities to investigate the news of Dr. Taneyoshi. While 
I inquired Dr. Aoyagi who was the military doctor of Hikari- 
Kikan, he gave me a vague information that Mr. Taneyoshi might 
possibly have lived in Miyazaki Prefecture after the World War 
II. I then contacted Ministry of Public Welfare of the Japanese 
government which was keeping the record of repatriated Japanese 
soldiers from abroad based on the above information, and got 
^ a reply that the record was transferred to the respective 
prefectural governments. 

While I made a telephone call to the section in charge of 
Miyazaki Prefectural Office, explained the story, and asked 
the person in charge to look for the news of Dr. Taneyoshi, 
f ortunatelly , a very kindhearted staff, Mr. Takahashi who 
corresponded to my phone call and who by chance knows the name 
of Chandra Bose told me as follows: 


"It seems almost impossible to search a person whose address 
nor first name are unknown only by the family name. However, 
although it is strictly banned to accept investigation by verbal 
or telephone requests not by clear application for search in 
writing because of the regulation to protect personal privacy, 
we will immediately commence investigation because I can fully 
understand your explanation of history and Japan visit of 
Mrs. Krishna Bose is just around the corner. Please send us 
a written application by mail later." 

I sent an application letter to Miyazaki Prefectural Office 
together with the copies of your letter, an official document 
about your Japan visit which I received from Japanese Foreign 
Affairs Ministry by express mail all at once. 

Yet, please understand in advance that it is impossible for 
you to visit Dr. Taneyoshi even if his address and existance 
(expected age is over 90 years-old) are ascertained because 
Miyazaki Prefecture is located in Kyushu, very southern part 
of Japan islands which is a very distant place from Tokyo. 

If you fly there by a domestic flight, the flight time is almost 
the same or even longer than the flight from Taiwan to Tokyo 
which you fly this time. 
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Other than the fas letter from Dr. Sugata Bose, I am precisely 
informed by Japanese Foreign Affairs Ministry and Indian Embassy 
in Tokyo about your Japan visit. I will pick you up at Four 

Seasons Hotel where you and your son are going to stay at 9:30 

a.m. in the morning of Thursday, 29th August, and accompany 

with you to Senko j i Temple. The Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple 

Mr. Mochizuki and his wife will be waiting for you at 10:00am. 


I have already acquired a permit to go out of the hospital where 
I am now hospitalized, and greatly look forward to seeing you 
and Dr. Sugata Bose again. I will then escort you two to Indian 
Embassy at around the noon, and will go back to the hopital. 

I am confident that meeting with you and your son is more 
effective to retrieve my health than any medical treatment or 
inj ections . 

As for the mission to investigate the ashes of Ketaj i Bose which 
is scheduled to visit Japan on 15th September, I am going to 
call the associated personnel requested by Japanese Foreign 
Affairs Ministry, have a meeting with the said mission at Renko j i 
Temple for two hours from 11:00 a.m. on 18th September, and 
we are to be invited to the luncheon party held at the official 
residence of Ambassador of India by the special consideration 
of the Ambassador. 

Most sincerely yours, 




Shigemoto Okuda 
Resident Representative 
of Saudi Arabian 
Airlines in Japan 


ym 

cc: His Excellency Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India 
Fax: 3-3234-4866 

Mr. Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Fax: 3-3234-4866 

South West Asia Division 
Ministry of Forein Affairs of Japan 
Fax: 3-6402-2 483 


18th September, 2002 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

Netaj i Research Bureau 
Calcutta, India 
Fax: 91-33-474-5070 

Dear Mrs . Bose : 

I have received your esteemed fax letter dated 1 4th September 
2002. While one and half months have already passed since I 
was hospitalized, I prospect that it will be the end of this 
month when the director {doctor) of the hospital allows rae to 
leave the hospital, to my regret. 

Hon'ble Justice Manoj Mukherjee who visited Japan and we, eight 
old comrades of Netaj i Chandra Bose, Indian National Army (INA,) 
Hikari-Kikan 1943-45, Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple 
Mr. Mochizuki, and Mrs. Matsushima, total 10 members from Japan 
side attended the meeting held at Renkoji Temple from 10:30 
a.m. on 16th September, 2002. As the meeting was enthusias- 
tically proceeded up to 00:30 p.m., Justice Mukherjee seemed 
to be very satisfied . 

However, as you anticipated, an uninvited guy Subrata Bose, 
a member of West Bengal Legislative Assembly who introduced 
himself as a nephew of Netaj i Bose accompanied by two others 
was seated at the meeting table in addition to the two gentlemen. 
Justice Mukherjee and Secretary of the Commission Mr. Sen Guputa 
who were dispatched from the Indian government to Japan and 
said, "Netaj i Bose was not dead by a plane accident in Taipei 
on 18th August 1945. The ashes enshrined here at Renkoji Temple 
are false, and it is what all Netaj i Bose family strongly 
believe." Although we, Japan side were very surprised and 
shocked by his statement, all of us were brave enough to orderly 
deploy counterargument. 

He also said, "Because Renkoji Temple was completely burnt down 
by fire in 1 970s, the ashes enshrined here are not real." While 
Chief Priest Mr. Mochizuki and we, Japan side asked him, "There 
isn’t such a fact at all. By what reason you make such a 
groundless statement?, " he replyed, "It was once reported as 
an article on Indian newspaper." Although all of us 
involuntarily burst into laughing, we were astonished by his 
irresponsibleness, and couldn’t stop changing our faces by anger 
which welled up in our mind. 

In compliance with the request of Justice Mukherjee, the 
respective associated personnel precisely explained about all 
what they know as to how and by what route the ashes of Neta j i 
were brought to Tokyo after his death and placed at Renkoji 
Temple, showed the related documents, and these were recorded 
as the evidential material by an official interpreter. 


Page 1 . 


Copy: His Excellency Artab Seth 
Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India 

Mr. Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 

Mr . C . Raj asekhar 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 

Mr. Takio Yamaha 

South West Asia Division 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 

Mr. Taga/Mr. Yokote 

South West Asia Division 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 
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19th September, 2002 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

Netaji Research Bureau 
Calcutta, India 
Fax: 91-33-474-5070 
9 1 -33-474-8255 

Dear Mrs. Bose: 

I could exchange farewell greetings with Hon'ble Justice 
Mukherjee who left Narita Airport (Tokyo) at noon yesterday 
just before the departure for India through the mobile phone 
of Mr. Rajasekhar, First Secretary of Indian Embassy who 
accompanied Justice Mukherjee to the airport. 

Justice Mukherjee repeatedly told me that the meeting at Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo which I had arranged and a talk with Dr. Yoshimi 
in Miyazaki during his Japan visit this time were very precious 
and beneficial, and that he is very much satisfified with the 
result and grateful to all. 

While he evaluated himself that "I am an ordinary person once 
putting off the vestment of justice," his whole speech and 
behavior let all the participants know that he is not only an 
efficient justice in high places but also a man of character 
with humanity who understands humour which made us strongly 
trust and highly evaluate himself. Especially, I have 
established very intimate relationship with him in a short time 
in which we could exchange jokes. 

Mrs. Matsushima's new address which you aslted me in your fax 
letter dated 14th September is as follows: 


1—6—10 Ebaracho, Nakano-ku 
Tokyo 165-0023, Japan 
Tel: 81-3-3951-3816 
Fax: 81-3-5996-5982 




Meanwhile, I wish you the best of health and great success of 
your duty. 


Most sincerely yours. 



Shigemoto Okuda 
Old Comrade of Netaji/ 
IMA, Hikari Kikan 
(1943-45) 

Fax: 81-3-3486-8327 (Res ) 


81-3-3591-9084 (Ofc) 


ym 
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16th October, 2002 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

90, Sarat Bose Road 
Calcutta 700 026 
India 

Fax: 91-33-474-8255 
Dear Mrs. Bose: 

I expect that yourself and Dr. Sugata Bose are in the best of 
health, and spending busy days to fulfill your important duties. 
Completing more than two months of hospitalization, I have 
eventually come back home. 

I am herewith sending to you the said photographs by airmail 
feeling sorry for you to take rather a long time. I will ask 
the Embassy of India to give me a copy of the report of the 
discussion between Dr. Yoshimi and Justice Mukherjee in Miyazaki, 
and send you a copy as soon as I obtain it. 

Meanwhile, I wish you and Dr. Sugata the best of health from 
the heart . 


Most sincerely yours, 



Shigemoto Okuda 
Old Comrade of Netaji/ 
INA, Hikari Kikan 
(1943-45) 

Fax: 81 -3-3486-8327 ( Res ) 




81-3-3591-9084(Ofc) 


ym 

end 






1 3tb December, 2001 

Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

Dr. Sugata Bose, Professor, Harvard Univ. 

Netaj i Bhawan 

38/2, Lala Lajpat Rai Road 

Calcutta 700-020, India 

Dear Mrs. Bose & Dr. Bose: 

I believe that Japan visit of the Hon'bl Prime Minister of India 
Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee this time enhanced Japanese people's 
interest in India, became a great preparatoty step to promote 
future cooperative relationship between the two nations in the 
various fields, and was a great success. 

I could have two opportunities to meet and exchange valuable 
words with Prime Minister Mr. Vajpayee, once during his official 
prayer visit to Renkoji Temple, and another at the reception 
held in Hotel New Otani. 

Following the advice of Mrs. Bose, I explained enthusiastic 
feeling and strong desire of Japanese fellow soldiers of 
Netaj i/INA whose average age is almost 90 years old to return 
the ashes of Netaj i to his mother country when I met the Prime 
Minister. 

Also, I was interviewed by Mr. Subhojyoti Ghose of the Ananda 
Bozaar Patrika, a close friend of Mrs. Krishna and Dr. Sugata 
Bose, and the press group accompanying the party of Prime 
Minister Mr. Vajpayee comprising more than 30 persons, explained 
them the history of Renkoji Temple, and conveyed eager willing 
of Chief Priest Mr. Mochizuki and old Japanese fellow soldiers 
of Netaj i/INA to return the ashes of Netaj i to his mother 
country. 

Enclosed please find two copies each of the photographs taken 
at Renkoji Temple. Right side of the Prime Minister is 
Ambassador of India to Japan H.E. Aftab Seth, left side is Chief 
Priest Mr. Mochizuki and the youngest member of Hikari Kikan 
and old comrade of 'IHA( 1.943—4.5)., an old youth presently aged 
at 80 years old, Shigemoto Okuda. 

Meanwhile, I sincerely wish both of you, and my friends in Netaj i 
Bhawan the best of health and that the year 2002 brings you 
the nicest fortune. 

Most sincerely yours. 


ym 

end. 

Copy: H.E. Aftab Seth 

Ambassador of India 



Shigemoto Okuda 
Old Comrad of Netaj i/ 
INA (1943-45) 
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* Embassy of India, "2 ^ | 


2-1 1, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


G V Srinivas 
FS (Pol, & Cons)/HOC 


Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


Secret 


No. T OK/1 02/2/03 


14 Dec 04 



1. This is in continuation my e-mail dated 17 Nov 04, copy^nclosed, sent in response to 
your fax No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII dated 1 1 Nov 04 addressed to Ambassador, 

2. As far as para 4 of your fax message is concerned, we met Reverend Mochizuki 
seeking his response to our suggestion of a visit by a? Indian expert to Tokyo to 
select some pieces from the mortal remains in the custody of Renkoji Temple with a 
view to ensuring best possible DNA test results. We addpd that, if the DNA test to be 
conducted in India confirms that the remains indeed are of Netaji then, as proposed 
by Reverend Mochizuki, during his meeting with Ambassador on 9 Apr 04, we would 
be taking the casket containing the mortal remains to Ipdia while leaving a portion 
behind in the Renkoji Temple as requested by the Reverend also during the meeting 
on 9 Apr 04. 


3. Reverend Mochizuki responded saying that: i) the proposal made by him during his 
meeting with Ambassador on 9 Apr 04 was his personal one done on the spot without 
careful thinking 2) any such proposal before formally bfeing made to us will have to 
be discussed by the members of the Renkoji temple as well as former associates of 
Netaji 3) he would be able to consult all concerned onc^ we make a formal proposal 
to the Reverend 4) one way of making formal proposal can be through a letter written 
by the Ambassador of India to the Reverend, Renkoji Temple, and copy repeated to 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 5) if such a formal? proposal is received by him 
proposing sending of an Indian expert to select pieces from mortal remains kept at the 
temple and if it is accepted by the members of the Renkoji Temple and the former 
Associates of Netaji, then the Indian expert can visit the temple. For the latter, 
sufficient notice would be required to ensure adequate preparations including for 
performing some religious ceremonies while opening the casket of the remains and 
taking out some pieces from there. ' . 


Regards. 



(G V Srinivas) 


Shri L D. Ralte, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs New Delhi 



Embassy of India 
Tokyo 

Sub: Meeting with His Rev. Koshi Mochizuki, Chief Priest of The Renkoji 
Temple on 8 Dec 2004 

The meeting was held with His Rev. Koshi Mochizuki by FS (P) to ascertain 
the views of the His Reverent for collection of remains (which are believed to be of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose) kept in the Temple for conducting DNA testing to 
confirm the veracity of the fact that the remains kept at the temple are of Netaji. The 
undersigned and Translator Ms. Takeuchi were also present in the meeting. 

After exchange of pleasantries FS (P) asked the Reverent for his views on the 
proposal that the reverent made to our Ambasssador in April 2004. FS said that is 
there any objection for the Reverent if a team of experts come from India for 
collection of a sample of remains for conducting DNA tests in India and if the 
material is suitable (viz. that the material is not burnt out completely without leaving 
any biological material for enabling the test) for DNA testing and if DNA test proves 
that the remains are of Netaji, to shift the remains to India while keeping some 
portion in Renkoji temple (as desired by his reverent earlier in meeting with 
Ambassador). 

In reply Reverent said that he met the Ambassador in April 2004 but he did not 
make any proposal for shifting of remains of Netaji to India. Rather he only referred 
to this issue with Ambassador because earlier he spoke to Ambassador Seth on this 
issue over phone. But he also said that on phone he could not discuss an important 
issue like this. At that time also he asked the then Ambassador Seth to send a formal 
proposal on this issue. 

He also said that he remember the Vajpayee government made some proposal 
for shifting of the remains. 

However, he said he doesn’t have any objection for conduction of DNA test by 
collecting the sample from remains if the purpose is to shift the remains to India. But 
he may face the opposition from the supporters of the temple for conducting of DNA 
tests and shifting of the remains to India. Particularly Hikari group, which is also 
member of Bose Academy, has been opposing for the conducting tests like DNA on 
remains as they strongly believe that the remains belong to Netaji. He said that this 
proposal has come all of a sudden. Therefore he cannot agree for the proposal 
suddenly and needs time and a formal proposal from Ambassador for making the 
request for collection of sample of remains by experts from India and shifting of part 
remains to India if DNA test confirms that they are of Netaji. 


(£fy a 1 °\ 

He also added in the end that he needs an advance notice before the experts 
come for collection of sample because the temple authorities need to organise a 
ceremony while collecting the sample remains from the Temple. 

For information please. 

Abbagani Ramu 
TS (LT) 

9 Dec 04 



FS (P) 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25 / 4 / N GO- Vol.XlII 


1 1 November 2004 


Dear 



This is with reference to correspondence regarding DNA testing of the alleged 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. The information contained in your letter No. TOK/ 102/02/03 dated 9 April, 
2004, indicating therein that Rev Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji 
Temple, was willing to hand over the casket containing the ashes if he could 
retain a portion of the remains in the Temple, was conveyed to the Justice 
Mukerjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). 

3. The JMCI has conveyed its ‘no objection’ to the Head Priest’s request. The 
Commission has meanwhile sought to know whether any formal request has been 
made in this regard to the Head Priest of the Temple and, if so, the result of that 
request. 

4. The JMCI has also forwarded a copy of letter (enclosed) of Dr. Lalji Singh, 
Director, Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, addressed to 
Chairman, JMCI, wherein the ‘feasibility or otherwise * of the DNA testing of the 
alleged ashes has been discussed. The JMCI has sought to know whether the Head 
Priest of the Renkoji Temple would agree to the request to allow a competent person 
to be deputed by the Commission to ' sort out the potentially less charred pieces of 
bones’ from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of Dr. 
Lalji’s letter. 

4. We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 



Yours sincerely, 



(L.D.Ralte) 


To, 

Shri M.L.Tripathi 
Ambassador 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 



[Fax : 00-81-3-3262-7240] 
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g i g fr L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XIII 


11 November 2004 



This is with reference to correspondence regarding DNA testing of the alleged 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. The information contained in your letter No. TOK/ 102/02/03 dated 9 April, 
2004, indicating therein that Rev Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji 
Temple, was willing to hand over the casket containing the ashes if he could 
retain a portion of the remains in the Temple, was conveyed to the Justice 
Mukerjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). 

3. The JMCI has conveyed its *no objection 1 to the Head Priest's request. The 
Commission has meanwhile sought to know whether any formal request has been 
made in this regard to the Head Priest of the Temple and, if so, the result of that 
request. 

4. The JMCI has also forwarded a copy of letter (enclosed) of Dr. Lalji Singh, 
Director, Centre for Cellular 8s Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, addressed to 
Chairman, JMCI, wherein the * feasibility or otherwise * of the DNA testing of the 
alleged ashes has been discussed. The JMCI has sought to know whether the Head 
Priest of the Renkoji Temple would agree to the request to allow a competent person 
to be deputed by the Commission to ‘sort out the potentially less charred pieces of 
bones 1 from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of Dr. 
Lalji's letter. 

4. We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 



Yours sincerely. 



(L.D.Ralte) 


/, 


To, 

Shri M.L.Tripathi 


Ambassador 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 



(Fax : 00-81-3-3262-7240] 


04 - 12-08 13:37 
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Sth December, 2004 


His Excellency Mr. M.L. Tripathi 


Ambassador 
Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0074 
Fax: 3262-2301 





Dear Excellency: . 

I received your esteemed letter dated 3rd December, 2004 which is warmhearted, thoughtful, 
and gracious, with a great deal of gratitude. 

While I hastened to send the copy of Your Excellency's esteemed letter to Mrs. Krishna Bose, 
Former M.P., J received her reply! filled with pleasure by return fax of which copy is herewith 
attached. 

I had been very closely socialising with the previous Ambassador, Mr Aftab Seth for a long 
time, however, there was a misunderstanding about Netaji's remains just before he left Japan 
to my regret, and my relationship with your esteemed embassy has been chilly since then. 

In the meantime, I sincerely wish Your Excellency the best of health and successful 
achievement of Your Excellency's mission in Japan. 


Most sincerely yours, 





Shigemoto Okuda 
Resident Representative 
in Japan of Saudi 
Arabian Airlines, and 
Chairman of Saudia 
GSA In Japan 


ym 

attach. 
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NETAJII RESEARCH BUREAU 

AN INSTITUTE OF HISTORY, POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
NETAJI BHAWAN * CALCUTTA 


a 


KRISHNA BOSE 

Former M.P., 1 1®, 12 th & 13 th Lok Sabhas 
Fonner Chairperson, Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on External Affairs 


7 ln December 2004 


Mr.S, Okuda 
25-21-2 Nishi Azabu 
Minatoku, Tokyo 


Dear Mr.Okuda, 

1 have received your letter of December which you sent by fax. 1 am happy to 
sec that now you have a cordial relation with the Indian. Embassy in Tokyo. Ambassador 
Mf.M.L. Tripathi is a nice man. I know his wife who is Ambassador in Canada very well. 
I was at Harvard with Sugata for some time and have now come back to Calcutta. 

We are getting ready for the Netaji Birthday celebration on 2 3 ld January 2005. Do you 
think Mr.Shibusawa or Mrs .Matsus hima will be able to visit Calcutta at that time ? I 
cannot ask you to come considering your present health condition. I hope you arc better 
now. 


With warm personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

4^Lj 4 t(. La- A 

Krishna Bose 

Chairperson, Netaji Research Bureau 


38/2. Le!a Lsjpsl Ftai Read, Caieutte-700 020 
Telephone : 475-61 38/455-9467. Fa* 61 -33-474S070. Telegrams ■ Scvasfcios. Calcutta 
e-mail ■ nrb@cal vsnl.net in * website http //www netaji.org 
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A meeting with Rev. Mochizuki 
At the Renkoji temple in Tokyo on December 8 



Rev. Mochizuki’s remarks 

I do not know what to say. I did not expect that such a proposal 
will be put forward today. It came all of a sudden. 

My father was anxious to get the ashes back to India 

The delegations came from India to carry out investigation into 
the case. Whenever these delegations came to Japan, I felt that 
their investigations have proved that (Chandra Bose was killed in 
the accident and ashes kept at the temple were genuine ashes of 
Netaji.) Therefore, I was of the view that it was not necessary to 
conduct a DNA test to establish whether they were Bose’s ashes 
or not. However, if a DNT test is really needed to get the ashes 
back to India, I have no objection to it. 

After PM Vajpayee’s visit to Japan, a delegation from India 
visited Japan. On that occasion, a possibility of conducting the 
DNT test was taken up in meetings in Japan. At that time I felt 
that it was not necessary to do so. 

Some former members of the Hikari Kikkan who are also 
members of the Chandra Bose Academy were of the opinion that 
it is not necessary to conduct a DNA. 

When I called on Ambassador Tripathy in April, the Ambassador 
put forward a proposal to conduct a DNA test and I was asked 
whether I have any suggestions or requests with regard to this 
matter. As I was totally unprepared to discuss the matter, I 
simply said that some ashes should be kept here while the others 
are returned to India. 


1 


Former Ambassador Seth talked about the ashes over the 
telephone more than once. I requested him to give us an official 
letter from the Indian Government for discussions with persons 
concerned of our side. 

I told Ambassador Tripathi that I have no opposition to the 
proposal to conduct the DNAtest, if the test is really needed to get 
the ashes back to India. 

Supporters of the temple and members of the Hikari Kikkan have 
views of their own. Taking this into consideration, may I ask you 
a question whether we can offer proposal or suggestion of our own 
to the Indian side later? Now at this stage I do not have any 
concrete proposal to put forwards. 

Please allow me to ask one more question. In a letter from the 
Ambassador addressed to me, will he suggest any specific date of 
opening an urn to pick up pieces of remains? When we open an 
urn to take out even one piece of the remain, we must conduct a 
religious ritual, reading a sutra. I have no objection to you plan 
to give a copy of the Ambassador’s letter addressed to me to the 
Southwest Division of the MO FA. 

I have been the chief priest of the Renkoji temple since 1978. 
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8th December, 2004 


His Excellency Mr. M.L. Tripathi 

Ambassador 

Embassy of India 

2- If , Kudan Minami 2-chome 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0074 

Fax: 3262-2301 

Dear Excellency: 

I received your esteemed letter dated 3rd December, 2004 which is warmhearted, thoughtful, 
and gracious, with a great deal of gratitude. 

While I hastened to send the copy of Your Excellency's esteemed letter to Mrs. Krishna Bose, 
Former M.P., I received her reply! filled with pleasure by return fax of which copy is herewith 
attached. 

I had been very closely socialising with the previous Ambassador, Mr. Aftab Seth for a long 
time, however, there was a misunderstanding about Netaji’s remains just before he left Japan 
to my regret, and my relationship with your esteemed embassy has been chilly since then. 

In the meantime, I sincerely wish Your Excellency the best of health and successful 
achievement of Your Excellency's mission in Japan. 


Most sincerely yours, 




Shigemoto Okuda 
Resident Representative 
in Japan of Saudi 
Arabian Airlines, and 
Chairman of Saudia 
GSA in Japan 


ym 

attach. 
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AN INSTITUTE Of HISTORY. POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
NETAJI BHAWAN • CALCUTTA 


KRISHNA BOSE 

Former M.P., 1 1 th , 12 th & 13 th Lok Sabhas 
Former Chairperson t Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on External Affairs 


7 ,h December 2004 


Mr.S. Oku da 
25-21-2 Nishi Azabu 
Minatoku, Tokyo 


Dear Mr.Okuda, 

I have received your letter of ^ r! December which you sent by fax. 1 am happy to 
sec that now you have a cordial relation with the Indian Embassy in Tokyo. Ambassador 
Mr.M.L. Tripathi is a nice man. I know his wife who is Ambassador in Canada very well. 
I was at Harvard with Sugata for some time and have now come back to Calcutta. 

We are getting ready for the Netaji Birthday celebration on 23 rd January 2005. Do you 
/■“N think Mr.Shibusawa or Mrs .Matsushima will be able to visit Calcutta at that time ? I 
cannot ask you to come considering your present health condition. I hope you arc belter 
now. 

With warn personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 

*■ — It tvA.-iTi 

Krishna Bose 

Chairperson, Netaji Research Bureau 


38/2. Lala Lajpat Rai Road, Calcutta-700 020 
Telephone 475-6139/455-9467. Fax : 91-33-4745070, Telegrams . Suvasbos, Calcutta 
e-mail nrb@cal.vsnl.net. in • website : http://www.netaji.org 
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From: "fs2" <fs2@indembjp.org> 

To: <dircnv@mea.gov.tn>; <jscnv@mea.gov.in> 

Sent: 17 November 2004 17:53 

Subject: JS(CNV)'s fax No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.Xlll dated 1 1 Nov 04 


From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 

Director(CNV) from FS(Pol) 

This mail acknowledges JS{CNV)'s fax No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.Xlll dated 1 1 Nov 04 
addressed to Ambassador and also givej an interim reply. 

In respect of pa r a 3: 

i 

It Is hereby informed that, as is obvious from Ambassador's letter No.TOK/1 02/02/03 
dated 9 Apr 04, no formal request has been made recently. Our response to the request 
from Rev. Mochizuki in fact awaited response from the Ministry to the letter dated 9 Apr 
04 from Ambassador. 

However, if the question in para 3 JS(CNV)'s fax dated 1 1 Nov 04 meant if forma! 
request was ever made for conducting the DNA test, then the answer is yes. It was 
done in Jan 03. In that case too, -it may quickly be added, following objections received 
then, the request was retracted and renewed instructions were sought from the Ministry. 
After Jan 03, no new request has been made to Renkoji Temple. 

Correspondence of the period from Jan 03 till date between Mission and Ministry would 
bear this out. 

In respect of para 4: 

It is hereby informed that two officers from the Embassy are going to meet Rev. 
Mochizuki and ascertain his response. We would then revert in due course. 

Regards. 

G V Srinivas 


, s / c 
v/a lL- 



r 


17/11/2004 



f 



G V Srinivas 

First Secretary (Political) 


o<3 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kundan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 0 3 (3 2 6 2)2 3 9 1 
Fax : 0 3 (3 2 3 4)4 8 6 6 
E-Mail : indemb|p@gol.com 



1 7 Nov 04 






1. Kindly refer to ongoing inquiry by Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) into the Alleged Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and your meeting with Ambassador H.E.Mr. Tripathi in latter’s 
office on 9 April 2004. During that meeting you had proposed that you 
would have no objection to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal 
remains in the custody of your temple. 

2. You had, however, made a request that if the mortal remains are 
confirmed to be those of Netaji, then before handing over the casket 
containing the ashes to Government of India, you would like to keep a 
portion thereof in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. JMCI, which as you 
know has been set up by Government of India specifically with the aim 
of conducting inquiries into the Alleged Disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, has conveyed its nonobjection to your request. 

3. JMCI has further proposed to depute a competent person from India to 
identify from among the mortal remains in your custody those portions 
which would allow conducting of DNA testing. 

4. I would accordingly request you to indicate to us some convenient dates 
when the competent expert from India could your Temple towards this 
purpose. 


Rev. Mochizuki, 

Head Priest, 

Renkoji Temple, Tokyo 

Copy to: 

Mr. Yu taka Kikuta, 

Director, Southwest Asia Division, 
Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Tokyo 


(G V Srinivas) 
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JS(CNV)MEA 

" r I >! . 

■ • ■ , i . .. .■ 

L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary {CNV) 


Fax : 3792285 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS*’ 


NEW- DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO Vol.XlH 


ft . 


Dear 



11 November 2004 


v,: c'\jL 


This is with reference to correspondence regarding DNA testing of the alleged 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. The information contained in yottr letter No. TOK/ 102/02/03 dated 9. 

2&04, indicating therein that Rev Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the 
Temple, was willing to hand over the casket containing the ashes if he 
retain a portion of the remains in the Temple, was conveyed to the 
Mukeijee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), 


I /.';/• ’ 

(. .• ' ■‘i 


3; . The JMCI has conveyed its ‘no objection’ to the Head Priest's requeue 
Commission has meanwhile sought to know whether any formal request has i 
made in this regard to the Head Priest of the Temple and, if so, the result of 
request.' . ... . 


that 


j • ' 1 ‘ j 


4. 


$ : ? 


The JMCI lias also forwarded a copy of letter (enclosed) of Dr. Lalji Singh, 
Director, Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, addressed to 
Chairman, JMCI, wherein the ‘feasibility or otherwise * of the DNA testing of the 
alleged ashes has been discussed. The JMCI has sought to know whether the Head 
Priest of the Renkoji Temple would agree to the request to allow a competent person 
to he deputed by the Commission to * sort out the potentially less charred pieces cf 
bones 1 from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of Dr. 
Lalji’s letter. 


- < ■ . 




4. We will be grateful for your early response in the matter. 

- • ***.*.“ - " - , 


v., . 

v: : - ; ■ 



Yours sincerely, . 



(UO.Ralte) 


• . , 




To, 

■ j V> P . m ■ 

Shri MX.Tripathi 
Ambassador 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 

[Pax : 00-81-3-3262-7240] 
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MiN:STf*V QF’EXTERNAE AFFA!$s> 
NEW DELHi 


11 November 2004 


ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. - 

s' -, 2. The information contained in your letter No, TOK/ 102/02/03 dated 9 : Apri] r 

2004, indicating therein that Rev Moehizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji. 
Temple, was willing to hand over the casket containing the ashes- If he could 
;K retain a portion of the remains In the Temple, was conveyed to the Justice 
Milker} ee Commission of Inquiry {JMCI). ■ V . ; ' 

; a , ^ 3 The JMCI has conveyed its ‘no objection’ to the Head Priest’s request. The 
Commission has meanwhile sought to know whether any formal request has been 
made in this regard to the Head Priest of the Temple and, if so, the result of that 
-V; request. • .• . " - . ' ' . > • ' 7 : A . : ?•' > 

*’=■. "V !*.■ ■■ ' • ■ . ;■ v • ■, 

4. The JMCI has also forwarded a copy of letter (enclosed) of Dr. Lalji Singh, 

’ Director j Centre for Cellular 8b Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, addressed, to 

Chairman, JMCI, wherein the .* feasibility or otherwise * of the DNA testing of the 
Av/ . I alleged ashes has been discussed. The JMCI has sought to know whether the Head 
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Va ‘: : , to be deputed by the Commission to ‘sort out the potentially less charred pieces 6f 
bones' from the casket containing the alleged ashes- as indicated in para 3 of Dr. 

Vtslii's letter. : ■ ■ : : 
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(L.D.Ralte) 


, Ambassador 
Embassy of India 


Tokyo 


[Fax : 00-81-3-3262-7240} 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIR^ 
NEW DELHI 


Ashok K. Kantha 
Joint Secretary (EA) 

Tel: 23012038, Fax: 23792124 
E-mail: jsea@mea.gov.in 

No. 25/4/NGO-XI October 15, 2004 

|)ua 

I write with reference to your letter No. Tok/1 02/2/03 dated 
September 29, 2004 regarding Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry. 


2. I have checked the position regarding DNA testing with 
Director (CNV), who has indicated that there has been no further 
progress in this matter. 





Yours sincerely, 


(Ashok K. Kantha)^ 


Shri Biren Nanda, 
Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo, 



o 









Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 

No. -Tok/1 02/2/03- 
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Embassy of India. 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 




Telex : 2324886 fNDEMB J 
Phone : (03) (3262) 2391 to 97 
Fax : (03) (3234) 4866 
E-Mail ; indembjp®gol.com 


September 29, 2004. 


Dear 


Aut, 


I refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO-XI dated September 25 , 2004 i f\ } 
regarding the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry and its enclosure 
addressed to the Ambassador of India in Berlin. 

In your letter paragraph 3 addressed to Ambassador Rangachari, you 
have conveyed that the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has 
decided to conduct the DNA test of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in the Renkuji Temple in Tokyo. 

In this connection, we would like to mention that the Embassy has not 
so far, received any such communication from the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. We would be grateful if you could clarify the 
position so that the Mission is not remiss in this matter. 


[rife 






1 

Yoiirs sincerely. 


(Biren Nanda) 


Shri Ashok K. Kantha 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi. 


A' ; 3- 
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Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


'ffTTcT TRfEIT^TO; ~ dM4>4) 
Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 

Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : (03) (3262) 2391 to 97 
Fax : (03) (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp®gol.com 



-No. Tok/ 102/2/03- September 29, 2004. 







I refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO-XI dated September 25, 2004 
regarding the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry and its enclosure 
addressed to the Ambassador of India in Berlin. 


In your letter paragraph 3 addressed to Ambassador Rangachari, you 
have conveyed that the Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry has 
decided to conduct the DNA test of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in the Renkuji Temple in Tokyo. 


In this connection, we would like to mention that the Embassy has not 
so far, received any such communication from the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. We would be grateful if you could clarify the 
position so that the Mission is not remiss in this matter. 



Yojbrs sincerely, 


(feiren Nanda) 


Shri Ashok K. Kantha 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




Ashok K. Kantha 
Joint Secretary(EA) 

Tel: 23012038 Fax: 23792124 
E-mail: jsea@mea.qov.in 



NO.25/4/NG0-XI 


September 25, 2004 



Kindly refer to your letter N o TO KJ 102/2/03 dated September 8, 
2004 regarding Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 

2. I am enclosing a copy of my letter dated September 4, 2004 
addressed to Ambassador of India, Berlin, which was inadvertently not 
endorsed to your Mission earlier. This letter covers the points raised in 
your letter. 



Yours sincerely, 


(Ashok K. Kariffiaf' 


Shri Biren Nanda, 
Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Embassy of India, 

Tokyo. 


Ends: A/a 
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Ashok K, Kantha 
Joint Secretary(EA) 

Tel: 23012038 Fax: 23792124 
E-mail: jsea@ m ea.mc .in 


No.25/4/NGO-XI 
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September 4, 2004 

c. 


1 write with reference to your letters dated July 8, 2004 and August 1 1 , 2004 
regarding your conversations with Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

2. We do appreciate the wishes of Mrs. Pfaff that the matter of her father’s 
death/disappearance be brought to a closure as soon as possible. However, as you 

rs are aware, this issue is contentious in nature and has been the subject matter of 
enquiry by three separate Commissions, the latest being the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Enquiry (JMCI) which was set up by the Government of India in 
December 1999. The JMCi has been tasked to enquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 
1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith - including whether 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is dead or alive; if he is dead, whether he died in the 
plane crash in Taipei, as alleged; and whether the ashes in the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo are indeed his mortal remains. 

3. The issue of the return of the mortal remains lying in the Renkoji Temple to 
India is thus linked to the outcome of the enquiry being conducted by the JMCI. 
Earlier this year, Rev, Mochizuki, Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, informed our 
Ambassador in Tokyo that even though he had some reservations from the spiritual 
angle, he would not object to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal remains in 
his custody. If the DNA test confirms the remains to be those of Netaji, he would be 
willing to hand over the casket containing the ashes but would like to keep a portion 
of the ashes in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. This offer was communicated to the 
JMIC, which has decided to conduct the DNA test of the mortal remains. We do not 
know at present how soon the DNA test would be undertaken, though EAM has 
recently assured Justice Mukherjee of our full cooperation in the matter. 

4. I am sharing the above for your information only. At this stage, we can only 
advise Mrs. Anita Pfaff that the JMIC is seized with the matter and that the 
Government is awaiting the findings of the Commission. 

Yours sincerely, 

- /v (Ashok K. Kantha) 



Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Ambassador of India, 
Berlin. 
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Embassy of India, 


Biren Nanda, 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

CD 81 - 3 - 3262-1036 


2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-cHome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


. 



Phone ; 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


SECftET 


No.ToK/102/2/03 


September 8,04 


My deer Ashok, 

This has reference to Ambassador Rangachari's two self-explanatory 
letters dated 8 th July and 11 th August, 2004[copies enclosed ]addressed to you. 

2. Your attention is invited in this connection to Ambassador Tripathi's letter 
of even number dated 9 th April, 2004[copy enclosedjaddressed to former Foreign 
Secretary Shashank summarizing recent developments relating to the Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry and recommending a course of action that would, in our 
view, conclusively bring to an end the controversy about the ashes in the custody 
of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

3, Kindly let us know if the Ministry has since taken a view on our 
recommendation contained in Ambassador's Tripathi's letter mentioned above. 


Kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 


S d/- 

[Biren Nanda] 


Shri Ashok K.Kantha, 

Joint Secretary[EA], 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, NEW DELHI 

Copy for information to: 

%/l. Shri l.D.Ralte, Director[CNV], MEA, New Delhi 
2. Shri T.C.A.Rangachari, Ambassador of India, Berlin. 



[Biren Nanda] 




Biren Nanda, 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
0) 81-3-3262 1036 
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September 8,04 
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This has reference to Ambassador Rangachari's two^letters dated 8 th July 
and 10 th August, 2004[copies enclosed) for ready" refaranoejoddressed to you. 
The two -^tersoresetf-explenatory. 


No.ToK/102/2/03 


My dear Ashok, 
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2. Your attention is invited in this connection to Ambassador Tripathi's letter 
of even number dated 9 th April, 2004[copy enclosedjaddressed to former Foreign 
Secretary Shashank summarizing recent developments relating to the 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry and recommending a course of action that 
would, in our view, conclusively bring to an end the controversy about the ashes in 
the custody of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

3. Kindly let us know if the Ministry has since taken a view on our 
recommendation contained in Ambassador's Tripathi's letter mentioned above. 


Kind regards. 


Yours sincerely. 


Shri Ashok K.Kantha, 

Joint 5ecretary[EA], 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, NEW DELHI 

Copy for information to: 

1. Shri LD.Ralte, Director[CNV], MEA, New Delhi 

2. Shri T.C.A.Rangachari, Ambassador of India, Berlin. 


[Biren Nanda] 


[Biren Nanda] 
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Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


No. Tok/1 02/2/03 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 

Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : (03) (3262) 2391 to 97 
Fax : (03) (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp®gol.com 


September 8, 2004 




V : 


Dear 


„ t) < UU^'h 

Ttv ^6 ^ s 

/CMBf *vo JUr VA/Iw^J fu ^ (Lay 
F orwarded herewit h— is— fee— copy— ef-a- loiter- Trom-^mbassador 
R angacharT a ddress e d to yourself. The - letter relates t oAthe visit of The” 
daughter of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose to Japan on the occasion of her 
father’s death anniversary and her enquiry as to whether any decision had 
been taken in regard to the return of her father’s ashes from the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo to India.// We have received a subsequent communication 
indicating that the proposed visit t a - Japan of Anita Pfoff tbs Hau g hty p f 
isjptaji stiihWh rhandgfl-Rrfw has been cancelled. 

y r\^x a A l-evn £j 

In this connection, we are forwarding the copy o f a letter written 
previously on April 9, 2004 by Ambassador Tripathi to the then Foreign 
Secretary summarizing recent developments related to the Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry and recommending a course of action that would, we 
believe, conclusively bring to an end the controversy about the ashes in the 
Renkoji Temple in Tokyo./ / W- c would be -g ra tef ul for yo ur h e lp -m 
fl °™Ttairv n g the of, the Ministry’s deliberations on Ambassador 

Tripathi ’s recommendations in this regard. 




Yours sincerely, 

(Biren Nanda) 


Shri Ashok K. Kantha, 

Joint Secretary (EA), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 110 011 
Ends: Two 


1 


.. 2 .. 


r\ 



Copy for information to : 

1 . Smt. Ruchi Ghanshyam, Joint Secretary(CNV), MEA, New Delhi, 
and 

2. Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, Ambassador of India, Berlin 


r\ 



(Biren Nanda) 
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A AMBASSADOR OF INDIA ~ 

tiergartp.nstrasse 1? 

\v> 


10785 BERLIN 


ly <. '-i/L-i-vi— ,?{/, 
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TFI. {030) 2S?9 8213 . 2300 5892 
FAX; (030) 2300 5895 
r Mail' a m b assfl d o! # i nd i a ne m bas w cic 


No.Berl/Pol/1 01/3/04 
My dear Joint Secretary, 



/ 11 th 

m 

{SU-^ 


perrfftleStal - 
1 August 2004 


b ClJ jW 

This is in continuation of my letter of even number dated 8th July 2004 


2, Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, called to say that 
she was unable to make the trip to Japan due to some organizational problems. She 
then asked me about GoFs thinking on bringing closure to the Netaji matter JJer 
f amily, and she herself did not believe that Netaji was still alive. Such leads, as had 
become available during the last ten years or so, had brought forth no new evidence 
that he was alive. She recalled her meeting with the then EAM, Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee (now RM), in 1995 during his visit to Germany, and felt he shared this 
view. She was aware of the position of the Forward Bloc and some others; also that 
Gol had set up another Commission to review the evidence. She wondered whether 
the Commission had any worthwhile new information and when it would complete its 
work. She said that next year, the 60th ann i versary of the end of War, might be a 
good oc casion to bring this chapter to a close. Associates of Netaji were disappearing 
fast; thosewho still remain are very old. It is their wish, too, that this matter be laid to 
rest. One way of doing so could b e by bringing back t he a shes fro m the^Renkoji 
Temple m Tokyo to India w ith appropriate solemnity and honours. 

3. I would be grateful if you could let me know what response Government would 
wish to give to Mrs. Anita Pfaff. 


Shri Ashok K. Kantha, 

Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


Youy i 


sincerely, 

( T.C.A. RanghchariT 


Copy to: 

(i) Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee, Joint Secretary (Europe-I), MEA, New Delhi. 
^ (ii) Shri M L Tripathi, Ambassador of India, E/I, Tokyo 
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AMBASSADOR OF INDIA 

TIERGARTENSTRASSE 17 

10785 BERLIN l \\ 

TEL.: (030) 2579 8213 / 2300 5892 
FAX: £030) 2300 5895 
E-Mail: ambpssador@indianembassy.de 

8 th July 2004 


My dear Joint Secretary, 


Ms. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, has infonrted 
me that she will be traveling to Japan on the occasion of her father's death 
anniversary in mid- Augus t and wanted to know whether any decision had been 
taken in regard to the return of her father’s ashes from the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo to India. She enquired also whether the Commission that had been 
appointed by the previous Government had completed its work and whether the 
new Government would be willing to bring this historic chapter to closure. 

2. I would be grateful if you could let me know Government’s thinking in 
the matter. 


VU) 


Yours sincerely, 


( T.C.A, Rangachari ) 



2/C Shri Ashok K. Kantha, 

' ^ Joint Secretary (EA) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi, 

Copy to: Shri M L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, E/I, Tokyo. Ms. Anita Pfaff 
said that she would like to call c 
on or around 1 8 lh August 2004. 


|Y said that she would like to call o you when she is in Tokyo. This is likely to be 







_ 

(T.C.A. Rangatifian ) 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 



EAM has directed that no official of the Embassy of India, Tokyo 
should attend the annual function held at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo on or 
around August 18, 2004 to mark the so-called “Death Anniversary” of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. These instructions have been given at the instance 
of Justice M.K. Mukherjee, Chairman of the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 



(Biren Nan da) 


Deputy Chief of Mission 


July 1, 2004 


Ambassador - for information 



Minister (Media) 



Minister (E&C) 


Counsellor (CST) 


DA 


FSfP) 

FS(HOC) 

FSm 

SS(PC) 

TS(LT) 


All India-based officials 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 





EAM has directed that no official of the Embassy of India, Tokyo 
should attend the annual function held at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo on or 
around August 18, 2004 to mark the so-called “Death Anniversary” of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. These instructions have been given at the instance 
of Justice M.K. Mukhetjee, Chairman of the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 




Ambassador - for information 



(Biren Nanda) 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
July 1,2004 


Minister (Media) 

Minister (E&C1 
Counsellor CCST1 


°/«- 


DA 


FS£P] 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


FAX 

Most immediate 


From : Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

To : Shri M.L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, Tokyo 






Date : June 25, 2004 


Page fsl : One 


During a call on EAM earlier today, Hon'ble Justice M.K. 
Mukherjee, Chairman of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose referred to a report appearing in The Times of India' (Kolkata 
Edition, June 22. 2004), regarding the "death anniversary]’ of Netaji 
being organized by the Indo-Japan Friendship Association in front 
of the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo on or around August 18, 2004 . He 
requested that the officials of Indian Embass y should not attend the 
function since the disap pearance of Netaji was still being pro bed" 

2. EAM has directed that there should not be any participation 
or involvement of the Mission or its officials in the above-mentioned 

event. 


3. We would also be grateful for a feed-back regarding the 
proposed activity. 


Regards, 




(Ashok K. Kantheff^ 
Joint Secretary (EA) 


Confirmation copy by bag: along with a photocopy of the news 
report referred to above {copy is not very legible and hence is not 

being faxed). 
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Biren Nanda 


From: "Biren Nanda" <dcm@indembjp.org> 

To: <jsea@mea.nic.in> 

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2004 3:30 PM 

Subject: Visit of Prof. Sugata Bose to Tokyo 

MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 
Embassy of India, 

2-2-11, Kudan-Minami, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 

Tel: 81-3-3262-2391 Fax: 81-3-3234-4866 E-Mail: 

dcm@indembjp.org 


To 

Foreign, New Delhi 

Fax 

2379-2124 

For 

Shri Ashok K. Kantha 

Joint Secretary (EA) 

From 

Biren Nanda, 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

Date 

June 10, 2004 




Dear Ashok, 


Ambassador has received a letter from Smt. Krishna Bose, 
Chairperson of the Netaji Research Bureau and former Chairperson 
of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs. In her 
letter, she has conveyed that her son Prof. Sugata Bose, Gardinar 
Professor of History at the Harvard University, is visiting Tokyo and 
Kyoto from July 9-18, 2004 and wishes to call on Ambassador 
Tripathi during his visit to Tokyo. 


This is for your information. The context is likely to be the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. We shall send a report after Prof. 
Bose calls on Ambassador. A 


With kind regards, 



(K- 

Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India, Tokyo 6 / 10/2004 

A 


FAX NO. : 91 33 24745070 
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I never had the opportunity to meet you but f -knew Mrs.Sashi Tripathi well when I t - 
was the Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on External Affairs. On my visits to A. 

New York for the U.N. Sessions I met her on several occasions. ^ 

I am happy to see you are now in charge of our Embassy at Tokyo. 


Shri Manilal Tripathi 

Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India 
2-2-1 1 Kudan Minami 
Japan 

Fax : 00-81-3-3234-4866 


Dear Shri Tripathi, 


This is just to tell you that my son P rofessor Sugata Bose. Gardinar Professor of 
H istory, Harvard Univers ity, will be visiting Tokyo and Kyot o from 9 lh July - 18 th July. 
2004. He would like to call on you during his visit sometime at your convenience. 


Please, give my warm, personal regards to Mrs.Sashi Tripathi when you speak to 
her and accept the same yourself. 

Sincerely, <^z> 

kuj3k. CM fay 

KRISHNA BOSE I (. . 

Chairperson, Netaji Research Bureau 


Former M.P., 1 1 1 ' 1 , 12 m & l3‘ h Lok Sabhas 
Former Chairperson, Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs 
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Telephone 475'61 33/455-9467, Fax : 91 -33*4745070^ Telegrams : Suvasbos. Calcutla 
e-mail : nrb@cahvsnl.neL<in t website ; http://www,n etaji.org 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


31 May 2004 



Thank you for your letter No.Tok/ 102/02/03 dated 9 April 2004 
regarding the remains said to be of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept at 
the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 


2. At this stage, it has been decided to only convey to the Justice 
'■‘‘"y Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) the willingness of Rev. 

Mochizuki to have DNA test conducted on the ashes. It is felt that 
bringing the casket to India before the test may lead to further 
complications due to the sensitivities involved. 


3. We shall keep you informed of the decision of the JMCI. 




Shri Mani Tripathi, 
Ambassador, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 
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Shigemoto Okuda/Coord i na to r 

8 Old Comrade of Meta j i Bose, 
INA, Hikari -Kikan (1943-45) 


19th August, 2003 


Mrs, Krishna Bose M.P. 

Chairperson, 

Professor Dr. Sugata Bose 
Executive Director, 
and Members of 
Netaji Research Bureau 
Fax: 91-332-474-5070 

Dear Friends: 

While i have conveyed the courteous message sent from you all at the annual 
mourning service for Netaji Bose held in Renkoji Temple yesterday, please let me 
report to you that it was accepted with deep appreciation and impression by Revered 
Priest Mochizuki, and all the participants who filled the ceremonial hall where Netaji's 
ashes are enshrined such as Mr. Hayashi, Mr. Fujii, Mrs. Matsushima, and so forth. 
From Embassy of India, Mr. Ramesh Chander, Counsellor attended the ceremony in 
lieu of Ambassador of India. 


Most sincerely yours, 



Shigemoto Okuda 


Old Comrade of Netaji/INA 
Hikari Kikan (1943-1945) 
Fax: 81 -3-3486-8327(Res) 


81 -3-359 1-9084(Ofc) 


ym 

cc: His Excellency Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India, Tokyo 

Mr. Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India, Tokyo 

Mr. Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor 

Embassy of India, Tokyo 
Fax: 3234-4866 


20th December, 2002 



Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

Neta j i Research Bureau 
Netaji Bhawan, Calcutta 
Fax: 9 1 -33-474-5070 

Dear Mrs. Bose: 

I received your warm and thoughtful fax letter dated 1 6th 
December 2002 with many thanks. 

I feel quite sorry and regrettable that I could not fully attend 
you and Dr. Sugata Bose during your precious Japan visit because 
of my unfortunate hospitalization. 

The following is the response to your invitation to Netaji 's 
birthday on 23rd January. First of all, while I asked it to 
the director (doctor) of the hospital, he told me to refrain 
from traveling abroad till the end of February because my 
physical condition after leaving the hospital is still inspected. 
So, I cannot attend this time to my regret. Mrs. Matsushima 
will be absent because of the already scheduled firm committment, 
and she might have already responded to you directly by fax. 

Because that season is busiest in a year for Mr. Shibusawa, 
the chairman of the board of directors of Tokyo Jogakkan Middle 
& Highschool, his family, and all the education-related persons, 
he asked me to cordially transfer his intention of absence to 
you together with deep appreciation for your considerate 
invitation. 

I repeatedly requested Mr. Rajasekhar, former First Secretary 
of Embassy of India to give me a copy of the record of 
conversation when Justice Mukherjee visited the residence of 
Dr. Yoshimi in Miyazaki, Kyushu because Mr. Rajasekhar 
accompanied Justice Mukherjee. Although he willingly agreed 
each time, he eventually proceeded to his new post in the Middle 
America without fulfilling his responsibility. 


/-N 


As I felt my trust which myself have been holding toward Indian 
gentlemen for a long time was largely harmed, it was quite a 
regrettable and unpleasant matter for me. 

Meanwhile, I sincerely, and strongly wish and pray that 20 03 
is a prosperous, and happy year for Mrs. Krishna and your family. 


Most sincerely yours 



Shigemoto Okuda 
Old Comrade of Netaji/ 
INA, Hikari Kikan 
(1943-45) 

Fax: 81-3-3486-8327(Res) 


81-3-3591-9084{Ofc) 


16th October, 2002 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

90, Sarat Bose Road 
Calcutta 700 026 
India 

Fax: 91-33-474-8255 
Dear Mrs. Bose: 

I expect that yourself and Dr. Sugata Bose are in the best of 
health, and spending busy days to fulfill your important duties. 
Completing more than two months of hospitalization, I have 
eventually come back home. 

I am herewith sending to you the said photographs by airmail 
feeling sorry for you to take rather a long time. I will ask 
the Embassy of India to give me a copy of the report of the 
discussion between Dr. Yoshimi and Justice Mukherjee in Miyazaki, 
and send you a copy as soon as I obtain it. 

Meanwhile, I wish you and Dr. Sugata the best of health from 
the heart. 


Most sincerely yours, 



Shigeraoto Okuda 
Old Comrade of Netaji/ 
INA, Hikari Kikan 
(1943-45) 

Fax: 81 -3-3486-8327 ( Res ) 
81-3-3591-9084(Ofc) 


ym 

end 


19th September, 2002 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P, 

Netaji Research Bureau 
Calcutta, India 
Fax: 91-33-474-5070 
91-33-474-8255 

Dear Mrs. Bose: 

I could exchange farewell greetings with Hon'ble Justice 
Mukherjee who left Narita Airport (Tokyo) at noon yesterday 
just before the departure for India through the mobile phone 
of Mr. Rajasekhar, First Secretary of Indian Embassy who 
accompanied Justice Mukherjee to the airport. 

Justice Mukherjee repeatedly told me that the meeting at Renko j i 
Temple in Tokyo which I had arranged and a talk with Dr. Yoshimi 
in Miyazaki during his Japan visit this time were very precious 
and beneficial, and that he is very much satisfified with the 
result and grateful to all. 

While he evaluated himself that "I am an ordinary person once 
putting off the vestment of justice," his whole speech and 
behavior let all the participants know that he is not only an 
efficient justice in high places but also a man of character 
with humanity who understands humour which made us strongly 
trust and highly evaluate himself. Especially, I have 
established very intimate relationship with him in a short time 
in which we could exchange jokes. 

Mrs. Matsushima's new address which you asked me in your fax 
letter dated 14th September is as follows: 

1-6-10 Ebaracho, Nakano-ku 
Tokyo 165-0023, Japan 
Tel: 81-3-3951-3816 
Fax: 81-3-5996-5982 

Meanwhile, I wish you the best of health and great success of 
your duty. 


Most sincerely yours, 



Shigemoto Okuda 
Old Comrade of Netaji/ 
INA, Hikari Kikan 
(1943-45) 

Fax: 81 -3-3486-8327 (Res) 


81-3-3591-9084(Ofc) 


Copy: His Excellency Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India 

Mr. Biren Wanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 

Mr. C. Rajasekhar 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 

Mr. Takio Yamada 

South West Asia Division 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 

Mr. Taga/Mr. Yokote 

South West Asia Division 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 


18th September, 2002 


Mrs . Krishna Bose , M. P . 

Netaji Research Bureau 
Calcutta, India 
Fax: 91-33-474-5070 

Dear Mrs. Bose: 

I have received your esteemed fax letter dated 14th September 
2002. While one and half months have already passed since I 
was hospitalized, I prospect that it will be the end of this 
month when the director (doctor) of the hospital allows me to 
leave the hospital, to my regret. 

Hon'ble Justice Manoj Mukherjee who visited Japan and we, eight 
old comrades of Netaji Chandra Bose, Indian National Array (INA,) 
Hikari-Kikan 1943-45, Chief Priest of Renko j i Temple 
Mr. Mochizuki, and Mrs. Matsushima, total 10 members from Japan 
side attended the meeting held at Renko j i Temple from 10:30 
a.m. on 16th September, 2002. As the meeting was enthusias- 
tically proceeded up to 00:30 p.m.. Justice Mukherjee seemed 
to be very satisfied. 

However, as you anticipated, an uninvited guy Subrata Bose, 
a member of West Bengal Legislative Assembly who introduced 
himself as a nephew of Netaji Bose accompanied by two others 
was seated at the meeting table in addition to the two gentlemen. 
Justice Mukherjee and Secretary of the Commission Mr. Sen Guputa 
who were dispatched from the Indian government to Japan and 
said, "Netaji Bose was not dead by a plane accident in Taipei 
on 18th August 1945. The ashes enshrined here at Renko j i Temple 
are false, and it is what all Netaji Bose family strongly 
believe." Although we, Japan side were very surprised and 
shocked by his statement, all of us were brave enough to orderly 
deploy counterargument. 

He also said, "Because Renkoji Temple was completely burnt down 
by fire in 1 970s, the ashes enshrined here are not real." While 
Chief Priest Mr. Mochizuki and we, Japan side asked him, "There 
isn't such a fact at all. By what reason you make such a 
groundless statement?," he replyed, "It was once reported as 
an article on Indian newspaper." Although all of us 
involuntarily burst into laughing, we were astonished by his 
irresponsibleness, and couldn't stop changing our faces by anger 
which welled up in our mind. 

In compliance with the request of Justice Mukherjee, the 
respective associated personnel precisely explained about all 
what they know as to how and by what route the ashes of Netaji 
were brought to Tokyo after his death and placed at Renkoj i 
Temple, showed the related documents, and these were recorded 
as the evidential material by an official interpreter. 
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Because the eight members who belonged to Hikari-Kikan among 
the Japanese attendants of this meeting were still at the 
battlefield when Netaji Bose was dead by an accident and no 
one can be a witness when he died, we asked Justice Mukherjee 
to visit the residence of the army surgeon at that time 
Dr. Yoshirai who witnessed the death of Netaji Bose and made, 
signed his death certificate, presently the sole witness living 
in Miyazaki City, Kyushu, obtain and record his clear testimony 
on the following morning. 

This is the outline of the meeting. I will send you the 
photographs under the separate cover. It was a great pleasure 
for me to be able to see Dr. Sugata Bose after more than five 
years since January 1997. Meanwhile, I wish you the best of 
health and great success of your important duty. 


Most sincerely yours 



Shigemoto Okuda 

Old Comrade of Netaj i/ 
INA, Hikari-Kikan 
( 1 943-45 ) 

Fax: 81-3-3486-8327( Res ) 


81-3-3591-9084( Off ) 


ym 


Copy: His Excellency Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India 

Mr. Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 

Mr. C. Rajasekhar 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 

Mr. Takio Yamada 

South West Asia Division 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 


Mr. Taga/Mr. Yokote 

South West Asia Division 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 



u 


0 


Netaj i Chandra Bose iliaif $8310©^% B © H. E. Mukarj i t 

List of Old Comrades of Netaj i Chandra Bose & Hikari Kikan 

m%: o Tia u x h ^ “a" ms, 

2) H. E. Mukarj i [3170 9:00a.m. Netaj i (DKtl{CiL& o 

2002^ 9^ 76 B -< V H, E. Mukarj i t ©meet ing 

(11:00a.m. : ifcSjfe#, 1 ;30p. m. V £ft£K) 

&&%%% (2002^ 73 3!S, *t'5*e«) 


1. 

ffft K 

Mr. 

Sh rgeru Aoyag i 

¥ 153-0065 

0j?‘fi5@fRE*5rr 1-6-3 

Tel: 03-3712-7955 

2. 


Mr. 

Takehiko Abe 

r 192-0907 

JESTS AiTflTfifflBr 28-85 




Tel: 0426-36-8299 

3. 

j 


Mr. 

Keisuke Ito 

T 141-0021 

■EstSSJHEi:*^ 4-6-16-333 
Tel: 044-866-1654 

A 4. 


Mr. 

Tatsuo Izumi 

¥359-0043 

i$2Sg3rK7f75fr£®T 2886-13 

Tel: 0429-94-2179 

5. 

UK SS 


Sh i gemoto Okuda 

¥160-0031 

2-21-25 

Tel: 03-3407-1748 

A 6. 

mm -m 

Mr. 

1 chi jyo Kuni zuka 

¥658-0052 

2-H9 

Tel: 0578-9-2268 *"7 4 ft. 






big &S~! 3 #4^ 

7. 

SH it 

Mr. 

Gaku Kuwabara 

¥245-0005 

2-29-12 

Tel: 045-811-2567 

8. 

IE^ 

Mr. 

Masao Hayashi 

¥214-0014 

3000 


(Secretary of Chandra Bose Academy, 

Tel; 044-900-0103 

9, 

W¥ TSfiP 

Mr. 

Ch i karo Fuj i i 

¥264-0025 

1-9-12 

Tel: 043-232-3100 

\ 

10. 

tfffl 3E 

Mr. 

Katsumi Murata 

¥175-0082 

3-11-6-1101 

Tel: 03-3939-0609 

All. 


Mr. 

Gintaro Miyake 

¥465-0086 

*»*€*S!|r£3lEEfOTlr 3-18 






Tel: 052-703-0248 






12. 


Mr. 

Yasush I Moch izuk 1 

¥166-0012 

0£$*53£E£ieB 3-30-20 






Tel: 03-3311-7832 

13. 

m? 

Mrs. 

Kazuko Matsushima 

¥165-0023 

l^4>sgan.®r i-6-io 


(Netaj i©Jt#CD**?T*i;:*f-r«Htt£ M £) 


Tel: 03-3951-3816 




Shigemoto Okuda/Coord i nator 

8 Old Comrade of Netaj i Bose, 
iNA. Hikari -Kikan (1943-45) 


I 




Saudi Arabian Airlines 


23rd August, 2002 


Mrs , Krishna Bose, M, P * 

Neta j i Research Bureau 
Calcutta, India 
Fax: 91-33-474-5070 

Dear Mrs* Bose: 

Upon receiving your fax letter dated 20th August, I started 
activities to investigate the news of Dr. Taneyoshi. While 
I inquired Dr* Aoyagi who was the military doctor of Hikari- 
Kikan, he gave me a vague information that Mr. Taneyoshi might 
possibly have lived in Miyazaki Prefecture after the World War 
II. I then contacted Ministry of Public Welfare of the Japanese 
government which was keeping the record of repatriated Japanese 
soldiers from abroad based on the above information, and got 
a reply that the record was transferred to the respective 
prefectural governments. 

While I made a telephone call to the section in charge of 
Miyazaki Prefectural Office, explained the story, and asked 
the person in charge to look for the news of Dr* Taneyoshi, 
f ortunatelly , a very kindhearted staff, Mr. Takahashi who 
corresponded to my phone call and who by chance knows the name 
of Chandra Bose told me as follows: 

"It seems almost impossible to search a person whose address 
nor first name are unknown only by the family name* However, 
although it is strictly banned to accept investigation by verbal 
or telephone requests not by clear application for search in 
writing because of the regulation to protect personal privacy, 
we will immediately commence investigation because I can fully 
understand your explanation of history and Japan visit of 
Mrs* Krishna Bose is just around the corner* Please send us 
a written application by mail later * 11 




I sent an application letter to Miyazaki Prefectural office 
together with the copies of your letter, an official document 
about your Japan visit which I received from Japanese Foreign 
Affairs Ministry by express mail all at once* 

Yet, please understand in advance that it is impossible for 
you to visit Dr* Taneyoshi even if his address and existence 
(expected age is over 90 years-old) are ascertained because 
Miyazaki Prefecture is located in Kyushu, very southern part 
of Japan islands which is a very distant place from Tokyo* 

If you fly there by a domestic flight, the flight time is almost 
the same or even longer than the flight from Taiwan to Tokyo 
which you fly this time* 
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SANStfIN BLDG., ]F. M~L, YURAKUCHG 
CHIYODA-KU, TOKYO 100-0006 JAPAN 
TEL: 03-3591-908 1 (KEY) 

03-359 1-3450(P AX) 

03-3591 -9082* CGQ) 


Other than the fax letter from Dr. Sugata Bose, I am precisely 
informed by Japanese Foreign Affairs Ministry and Indian Embassy 
in Tokyo about your Japan visit. I will pick you up at Four 
Seasons Hotel where you and your son are going to stay at 9:30 
a.m. in the morning of Thursday, 29th August, and accompany 
with you to Renko j i Temple. The Chief Priest of Renko j i Temple 
Mr. Mochizuki and his wife will be waiting for you at 1o:00am. 

I have already acquired a permit to go out of the hospital where 
I ant now hospitalized, and greatly look forward to seeing you 
and Dr. Sugata Bose again. I will then escort you two to Indian 
Embassy at around the noon, and will go back to the hopital. 

I am confident that meeting with you and your son is mote 
effective to retrieve my health than any medical treatment Or 
injections . 

As for the mission to investigate the ashes of Netaj i Bose which 
is scheduled to visit Japan on 15th September, I am going to 
call the associated personnel requested by Japanese Foreign 
Affairs Ministry, have a meeting with the said mission at Renko j i 
Temple for two hours from 11:00 a.m. on 18th September, and 
we are to be invited to the luncheon party held at the official 
residence of Ambassador of India by the special consideration 
of the Ambassador. 


Most sincerely yours. 



Shigenioto Okuda 

Resident Representative 

of sandi Arabian 
Airlines in Japs.n 


ym 


cc: His Excellency Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India 
Fax: 3-3234-4866 

Mr. Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Fax: 3-3234-4866 


South West Asia Division 
Ministry of Forein Affairs of Japan 
Fax: 3-6402-2483 


1 3th December, 2001 


Mrs . Krishna Bose , M . P . 

Dr. Sugata Bose, Professor, Harvard Univ. 

Netaj i Bhawan 

38/2, Lala Lajpat Eai Road 

Calcutta 700-020, India 

Dear Mrs. Bose & Dr. Bose: 

I believe that Japan visit of the Hon'bl Prime Minister of India 
Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee this time enhanced Japanese people's 
interest in India, became a great preparatoty step to promote 
future cooperative relationship between the two nations in the 
various fields, and was a great success. 

I could have two opportunities to meet and exchange valuable 
words with Prime Minister Mr. Vajpayee, once during his official 
prayer visit to Renkoji Temple, and another at the reception 
held in Hotel New otani . 

Following the advice of Mrs. Bose, I explained enthusiastic 
feeling and strong desire of Japanese fellow soldiers of 
Netaj i/lNA whose average age is almost 90 years old to return 
the ashes of Neta j i to his mother country when I met the Prime 
Minister. 

Also, I was interviewed by Mr. Subhojyoti Ghose of the Ananda 
Bozaar Patrika, a close friend of Mrs. Krishna and Dr. Sugata 
Bose, and the press group accompanying the party of Prime 
Minister Mr. Vajpayee comprising more than 30 persons, explained 
them the history of Renkoji Temple, and conveyed eager willing 
of Chief Priest Mr. Mochizuki and old Japanese fellow soldiers 
of Netaj i/lNA to return the ashes of Netaj i to his mother 
country. 

Enclosed please find two copies each of the photographs taken 
at Renkoji Temple. Right side of the Prime Minister is 
Ambassador of India to Japan H.E. Aftab Seth, left side is Chief 
Priest Mr. Mochizuki and the youngest member of Hikari Kikan 
and old comrade of INA{ 1 943-4 5 ) , an old youth presently aged 
at 80 years old, Shigemoio Okuda. 

Meanwhile, I sincerely wish both of you, and my friends in Netaj 
Bhawan the best of health and that the year 2002 brings you 
the nicest fortune. 

Most sincerely yours. 



Shigemoto Okuda 

Old Comrad of Netaj i/ 

INA (1943-45) 


ym 

end . 

Copy: H.E. Aftab Seth 

Ambassador of India 
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Rev.Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where 
remains said to be of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are kept, called on me today at 
his request. 


2. Mochizuki recalled the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission and 
enquires made by it in Tokyo in September 2002. He said his understanding was 
that two previous Commissions of Enquiry had conclusively determined that the 
remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo were indeed those of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose. Even so, he had welcomed and co-operated with the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission in its deliberations at the Renkoji Temple and in Tokyo. He 
had done so in the hope that a final determination would be made that the remains 
were those of Netaji so that the casket containing them could be returned to 
India. 


3. Mochizuki said that the members of the Bose Academy [comprising former 
associates of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Japan] had unfortunately created a 
misunderstanding. This had prevented the proposed DNA test which would have 
facilitated a final conclusion. He also said he had come to meet me without 

n-' informing the members of the Bose Academy* and requested that his conversation 

with me be kept confidential. 

4. Mochizuki made the following submissions with regard to the matter under 
discussion; 

[i] Even though he had some reservations from a spiritual angle, he 
would have no objection to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal 
remains in his custody. 


* Mochizuki's assertion that he came to meet me without the knowledge of the Bose Academy is somewhat 
strange because his visit was fixed through a phone call from a member of the Academy, Mr.Okuda, who was 
an Intelligence Officer attached to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose . Prior to the meeting t Okuda conveyed to 
DCM that Mochizuki would suggest that India should formally propose a DNA test on the contents of the 
casket. Mochizuki's strange misrepresentation in the matter appears to be part of a pattern of behaviour on 
his part which was evidenced aga/n in the meeting. 







[ii] Government of India should make a formal request for 
conducting such a DNA test. 

[iii] After the DNA test has been conducted and the remains are 
confirmed to be those of Netaji, he would hand over to India the 
casket containing the ashes but he should be allowed to keep a portion 
of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

5. I feel that Rev.Mochizuki's proposal should receive serious consideration. 

6. I should mention that Rev.Mochizuki has been less than straightforward in 
his dealings with the Embassy. He claims that the Bose Academy was responsible 
for the misunderstanding that halted the proceedings of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission and the DNA test. In a letter dated January 23 , 2003 addressed to 
the then Ambassador Aftab Seth, Smt.Krishna Bose, MP had, however, stated: 
"...my son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard 
Uni versify. ...visited the Renkoji Temple on 15 Th January, 2003; he found that the 
Priest Rev.Mochizuki was deeply disturbed by the way the officials of the Embassy 
had ordered him to open the casket containing Netaji's mortal remains without any 
proper explanation as to the purpose it may serve". 

7. As pointed out to the Ministry in earlier communications, nothing could be 
farther from the truth. Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee had desired to open the casket 
when he conducted a hearing of the Commission at the Renkoji Temple in 
September 2003. This could not be done and he had conveyed clearly to 
Rev.Mochizuki that he would be requesting Embassy officials to do the needful 
after the departure of the Commission from Tokyo. Rev.Mochizuki co-operated 
fully with the two officials when they inspected and photographed the remains in 
the casket. His subsequent objection was, therefore, somewhat surprising and 
appears to be an after thought. 

8. As the Ministry is aware, Rev.Mochizuki is the recipient of a substantial 
annual largesse of Yen 1 million from us for looking after the remains in the casket 
in Renkoji Temple. His somewhat odd behaviour and his repeated 
misrepresentations on small as well as crucial matters seem to flow from the fact 
that he has a vested interest in the matter prolonging itself. The new request 
made by Rev.Mochizuki for retaining a portion of the remains in Tokyo before 
sending the casket to India would seem to support this conclusion. 

9. In view of what Rev.Mochizuki has conveyed to me, I would recommend the 
following alternative courses of action: 





[i] That we issue a formal letter to Rev.Mochizuki suggesting a 
DNA test to bring the matter to its logical conclusion. [If the remains 
are confirmed to be those of Netaji, we would have to address the 
request of Rev.Mochizuki to keep a portion of the remains before the 
casket is taken to India]. 

[ii] That we request Rev.Mochizuki to hand over the casket to us 
immediately; it can be kept in the custody of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission in Kolkata while a DNA test is conducted on a sample of 
the remains. 

10. In view of the national importance of the issue, its relation to a judicial 
commission, and the sensitivities involved, I will be grateful for your advice on how 
we should respond to the points made by Rev. Mochizuki and proceed further in 
the matter. Kindly also let me know your reaction to the two alternative proposals 
mentioned in para 9 above in consultation with all concerned, including perhaps 
such surviving members of the Bose clan as considered appropriate. 



Yours sincerely, 



[Mani Tripathi] 


Shri Shashank, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, NEW DELHI 

Copy to: 

1. Shri Ashok K.Kantha, Joint Secretary[EA], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 

2. Smt.Ruchi Ghanashyam, Joint Secretary[CNV], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 


Sd/- 



[Mani Tripathi] 
Ambassador 



. : NEW J I RESEARCH BUREAU 


^ KRISHNA BOSE, M.P. 
'*• (Lok Sabha) 

CHAIRPERSON 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


FAX NO. : 91 33 4745070 






Jan. 27 2003 03:37PM PI 

Off. : 111, Parliament House Annexe, 

New Delhi-110 001 ^ 'x 

Phones; 3034135, 3014555 \ [ ^ 

Res.: D-1, M.S. Flats, 

B.K.S. Marg, New Delhi 
Phones: 3716818, 3718486 


23 h January 2003 


Ambassador Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India to Japan 
Tokyo 
Japan 

Dear Ambassador Aftab Seth. 

I urn writing to you on Nctaji ’s birthday to ask you to please ensure that the proper and highest 
respect is shown by the Government oflndia to Nctaji's mortal remains kept in the Rcnkoji Temple. I also 
would like to urge you to see that ail officials of the Indian Embassy show due sensitivity to Japanese 
sentiments, especially of those who have taken care of Netaji’s mortal remains for so many years 

My son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard University and also Director of the 
Nctaji Research Bureau, was visiting Japan to give academic lectures in Kyoto and Tokyo earlier this 
month. When he visited the Renkoji Temple on I5 lh January 2003, he found that the priest Reverend 
Mochi/uki had been deeply disturbed by flic way in which officials of the Embassy had ordered him to 
open the casket containing Nctaji’s mortal remains without any proper explanation as to the purpose it 
might serve. You should know that the casket containing Netaji’s mortal remains has been opened only 
mice before by Reverend Mochizuki senior, the current priest’s father - once for Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950’s and the second time for my late husband Dr.Sisir Kumar Bose in 1965. My 
husband told me that the priest had to conduct prayers for a whole day before opening the casket in 1 965, 
As you know, in the Japanese Buddhist tradition, the ashes and bones of the dead are revered. It was 
improper for the mortal remains of the great leader of our independence movement to have been interfered 
with without giving the priest an opportunity to conduct necessary rituals and without the respectful 
presence of the highest representatives of the Government of India. 1 have been informed by telephone by 
Japanese friends of Nctaji that officials of the Embassy had made a peremptory phone call and shown up at 
the Rcnkoji Temple the next day. 

I understand that during a subsequent visit on 20* January 2003 by a counsellor at our Embassy it 
has been explained to the priest that a DNA test might be conducted on Nctaji’s mortal remains, I myself 
have no objection to such a test being conducted if DNA material is still available in Nctaji’s mortal 
remains. However, it must be done with the utmost respect being shown to the remains and polite gratitude 
expressed to the Japanese who have cared for the remains for fifty-eight years. Netaji’s mortal remains 
must not be disturbed until prior and proper arrangements have been made by selecting top DNA experts in 
die world. You are the highest representative of our government in Japan. 1 hope that you will handle a 
matter of such national and international importance yourself rather than leaving it to your subordinate 
officials. 

And, of course, if Netaji's mortal remains were in the furore to be brought back to India, the highest 
echelons of the Government of India including the President and the Prime Minister will have to be 
involved. 

1 look forward to hearing from you to be reassured that you understand the points I have raised and 
the i n forma lion I have given . 

With warmest regards and good wishes. 


Sincerely, 

“ko s k ixa. ‘looa <L_ 
Krishna Bose 


CC. ShriKanwal Siba) 

Foreign Secretary, Government of India 


Pmt, Address: 90, Sarat Boss Road. Calcutta- 700 026 Ph.: 4754202. 4750568 Fax 4. ’48256 ] 




Embassy of India 
2*11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 



Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 


Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol + com 



No. Tok/102/02/03 



January 29, 2003 


Thank you for your letter regarding Netaji's mortal remains which lie in 
the Renkoji Temple. 


2. I entirely agree with you that the fullest respect and honour must be 
paid at all times to the mortal remains of Netaji. 


3. I am sorry to learn about the problems Reverend Mochizuki has 
experienced in his dealings with our officials, who visited the temple on the 
instructions of the Justice Mukherjee Commission to convey requests received 
from the Commission, 



4. I am leaving for India tomorrow morning on an official visit but shall 
personally call on Rev. Mochizuki on my return to Japan and offer my 
apologies for any unintentional offence that may have been given by my 
officials. I have met Rev. Mochizuki on several earlier occasions and he has 
always received me with the utmost courtesy. 


5. I also wish to assure you that, as has been the practice in the past, in 
any further dealings with the Renkoji Temple, the fullest regard will be paid to 
the sentiments and wishes expressed by you. We will ensure that neither the 
Temple priests, who have so lovingly cared for Netaji's mortals remains, nor 
the members of the family should have any cause for complaint. 


With warm regards and good wishes, 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

Chairperson 

Standing Committee on External Affairs 
ill, Parliament House Annexe 
New Delhi 110 001 





TELEFAX 

Embassy of India, 

2-1 1 , Kudan-Minami 2-Chome, 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 1 02 

Phone:81-3-3262-2391 

Fax: 81-3-3234-4866 E-Mail: dcm@indembjp.org 


To 

HCI, Port of Spain 

Fax No. 


For 

Shri C. Rajasekhar 

First Secretary 

From 

Biren Nanda, 

Charge d’ Affaires 

Rptd 

Shri Armstrong Changsan 
Second Secretary 

HCI, Lagos 

Date 

February 3, 2003 


Reference inspection of casket containing alleged mortal remains of departed leader Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose in Renkoji Temple. We have received a letter from Smt. Krishna Bose, MP 
stating that Rev. Mochizuki had complained to her nephew Prof. Sugata Bose that he had been “deeply 
disturbed by the way in which officials of the Embassy had ordered him to open the casket containing 
Netaji’ s mortal remains without any proper explanation as to the purpose it might serve...” The letter 
also observed that Mochizuki was not given time to perform the necessary rituals and prayers before 
opening the casket. 

Grateful urgently give your comments, Specifically did Mochizuki at any time convey his 
'^objections to you directly and did you do or say anything to override his objections? How much 
warning was he given for the opening of the casket? Did he ask for an explanation and was one given? 
Also mention anything else that you might think is relevant to responding on this issue. 

There is another matter I wanted your comment upon. The letter from Smt. Krishna Bose has 
also mentioned that the photographs taken in your depositions have made their way into the Calcutta 
Press. Please give your comments on how this might have happened. 

Replies will be appreciated by tomorrow as we have to respond to Ministry. 


(Biren Nanda) 


Please acknowledge. 


2/3/2003 




C. RAJASEKHAR 

First Secretary 


FAX MESSAGE 

No.TRIN/FS/3/03 
To Indembassy, Tokyo. 

t 

Charge d' Affaires from First Secretary 

Rpt. Shri Armstrong Changsar, SS, HCI, Lagos. 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

6. VICTORIA AVENUE 
PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD 
Ph: 627 7480/81 - Fax: 627 6985 
E-Mail: hcipo6@tstt. net. tt 

3 February, 2003 


Kindjy r< 
of Netaji. 


today regarding the alleged mortal remains 
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As you would kindly recall, we had all along been VERY deferential 
towards Rev. Mochkuki and I am sure he would readily vouch for this. We 
had called on Rev. Mochizuki after ascertaining his convenience and giving 
him more than two weeks^of notice. This could be observed from the date 
of letter of Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee and the time of our visit. He has never 
raised any objection whatsoever nor was he prevented from performing any 
rituals/prayers befote opening the casket. Shri Armstrong Changsan, Second 
Secretary, who accompanied me and myself were very respectful to Rev, 
Mochizuki during our Visit and the meeting was cordial, as always. 

Rev. Mochizuki ad not ask for any explanation as to the purpose of 
opening the casket. \ He was made to understand by Hon'ble Justice 
Mukherjee himself during the Commission’s visit earlier that opening of the 
casket at a later date {this was to give him notice) could be helpful for the 
Commission to establish the truth, 


I had hot pbssed on any information on the subject to the press neither 
in Calcutta nor in\any other place. Probably the Hon’ble Commission itself 
may have shared the contents of our letter with Dr. Madhusudhan Pal. You 
would also recall That Dr. Pal and Shri Subrata Bose, as interested parties, 
were afforded full access and opportunity to the proceedings of the 
Commission. 


\ 

Trust ’ this 


\ 


v 


should suffice. I shall be happy to provide any further 
information to further establish that the complaint is unfortunate and totally 
unfounded. 




\ 




\ 




{ £^Rajasekhar ] 
First Secretary 


Biren Nanda 



From: "Armstrong Changsan" <hicomindlag@hyperia.com> 

To: <dcm@indembjp,org> 

Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2003 5:36 AM 

Subject: comments reg Netaji 

E-mail 


From: T. Armstrong Changsan, 

Second Secretary {Pol &Cons), 

High Commission of India, Lagos, Nigeria. 

To: Shri Biren Nanda, 

Charge d’Affaires 

Embassy of India, Tokyo. 

^ear Sir, 

Kindly refer to your mail of February 3, 2003 regarding the inspection of casket 
containing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Renkoji 
Temple, Tokyo. 

It may be recalled that during the visit to Japan last year by the Hon’ble Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry, the Commission had desired to inspect the contents 
of the casket, but could not do so as the door of the glass cage containing the casket 
was jammed. I was not present in Renkoji Temple during that time, but I understand 
that Rev. Mochizuki had conveyed that he would get the jammed door opened by 
experts, Due to paucity of time, the Commission therefore requested in writing, that 
Embassy officials inspect the contents of the casket. 

First Secretary Shri C. Rajasekhar and I were assigned for the inspection. I recall 
/**at weeks (or more than a month) had elapsed before we could visit Renkoji Temple 
.or the inspection. Rev. Mochizuki had more than adequate time to prepare for the 
inspection, and we had conveyed the date of the inspection well in advance. To my 
knowledge, at no point of time did Rev Mochizuki convey any objection or requested for 
more time for preparation. 

On the specific day itself, Rev Mochizuki did not convey any objection. In fact, 
the casket had already been taken out of the glass cage, and placed in front of it, when 
we arrived for the inspection. Therefore the question of doing or saying anything to 
override any objection does not arise. 

Rev Mochizuki also did not ask for any explanation for the purpose of opening 
the casket. He was already aware that the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission had 
desired to examine the contents during their visit to Renkoji Temple. 


2/4/2003 
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^ As for the photographs takenduring the inspection, a set of photographs is with 
/ the Mission in Tokyo, and a set was sent to the Commission. I have no idea how they 
might have made its way to the Calcutta Press. We had acted as per the instructions 
given by the Hon’ble Justice in his letter. 


With warm regards, 


(T. Armstrong Changsan) 
February 3, 2003 
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Rev. Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where 

/) e-vR id -j o lie 

the-aHeged remains -of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are kept, called on me 
today at his request. 


2. Mochizuki recalled the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission and 
. by ^ 

jm, enquirfelm Tokyo in September 2002. He said that il wa s his understanding 




that two previous Commissions of Enquiry had conclusively determined that 
the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo werejuftmseof Netaji Subash 

« £Xy\^t i_ — — “ 1 " — \ ^ ^ 

Chandra Bose. Even so, he had\x>-operated fully welcoinedijie Justice 
Mukherjee Commission et-Enqtey in its deliberations at the Renkoji Temple 
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and in Tokyo in the hope that the/final determination would be made that the 
*p* , ^ A 

remains were those of Netaji and/they would be returned to India. 


3. Mochizuki said that 


the members of the Bose Academy 


(comprising former associates of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Japan) 

had /created^ misunderstanding and This had resultcd^n prevent^ tfa e - oroc es C tk , * 
k ° 'AfW^c. ^ 

gjih^DNA^ to^t a king phcc -and rc so lvmg the iss ue tnwir4g |a final mrirliisirtnX /V^ 



He said he had cc 



ag-pdace-an dresolving the 

M- vy> _ 

meet the Ambassad or without 

V" , 1 



1 


the members of the Bose Academy 1 * * * * and requested^ tho Ambassa d or to keep the 




conversation with him confidential. 
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4. Mochizuki made the following submissions with regard to the matter 
under discussion: P^wu 

1. Even though he had ^hesitation from a spiritual angle, he 
would have no objection to a DNA tgt^beingronducted on 
the alidad mortal remains of Net aii-Suba sh Cha ndra^ose. 

2. H e r e que s ted that th e Government of India/make a formal 
request fa lirm for conducting iuN A test c ut the mo red 
remains in the casket in the Renkoji temp le. 

3. After the DNA test haAbeen conducted and the remains Aire 

confirmed to be those of Netaji. lie- re q uest e d~Th at[ th e casket 
CrwtovC y\c* vW t3C>rX-A 

be retume d/to India but he^fbe allowed to keep a portion of 

the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 


5. 
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Rev. Mochizuki h aspji^vp^^ ade a positive proposal^dtEph we 

should seriously consideiy^Cowever, he has been less than - hon es T in^us*^ ^ 
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dealings with the Embassy "He claims that the Bose Academy was responsible 
for the misunderstanding that halted the proceedings of the Justice Mukherjee 
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Commission and the DNA test, hpdia ctr^^pc^a^Xe^re letter dated January 
23, 2003/fe om Sint . Krishna Bo s eTME ^to the then Ambassador Aftab Seth, 
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“...my son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard 
University ... visited the Renkoji Temple on 15 th January, 2 003/ he found that 


1 Mochizuki’ s assertion that he came to meet me without the knowledge of the Bose Academy is somewhat 

strange because his visit was fixed through a phone call from a member of the Academy. Mr, Okuda, w ho w as 

an Intelligence Officer attached to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Prior to the meeting, Qkuda conveyed to 

DCM that Mochizuki would be formally requesting the Embassy to request a DNA test on the casket, 

Mocluzuki’s strange misrepresentation in the matter appears to be pan of a pattern of behavior on his part 

which was evidenced again in the meeting as reflected later in this letter. 
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the Priest Rev. Mochizuki was deeply disturbed by the way the officials of the 
Embassy had ordered him to open the casket containing Netaji’s mortal 
remains without any proper explanation as to the purpose it may serve.’^As 
pointed out to the Ministry in earlier communications, nothing could be farther 
from the truth, Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee had desired to open the casket when 
he conducted a hearing of the Commission at the Renkoji Temple in September 
2003, This could not be done and he had conveyed clearly to Rev. Mochizuki 
that he would be requesting Embassy officials to do the needful after the 
departure of the Commission from Tokyo. Rev. Mochizuki co-operated fully 
with the two officials when they inspected and photographed the remains in the 
casket. His subsequent objection was, therefore, somewhat surprising and 
appears to be an after thought. 

6. As/Ministry is aware. Rev. Mochizuki is the recipient of a substantial 

annual largesse of Yen 1 million from, the Embassy o f-Tn&a in lo kye -on 
TyV ^ U-O 

aceeuat-ef looking after the remains in the casket in Renkoji Temple. His 
somewhat odd ^ndjncpnsistent behaviour and his repeated misrepresentations 
on small arid crucial matters aught -lead us -to coaekideAhat he may have su 
(\ vested interest in the matter prolonging itself. The new request made by Rev. 
r-\ Mochizuki for retaining a portion of the remains in Tokyo before sending 

to India would seem to support this conclusion. 
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In view of what Pev^Mnrhi 71 lkifronvoynd Thiring the mrrting j we would 
recommend on e of the -two following alternative^ a s a po ss ib le course^ of 
action: 


I. That we issue a formal letter to Rev. Mochizuki 

re questin g-that a DNA test to bring the matter to its 
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2. 




logical conclusion. If the remains are confirmed to 
be those of Netaji, Vfa we would have to address the 
request of Rev. Mochizuki to keep a portion of the 
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remains aJdheJ^mpteJnJTekyo, 
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There-desappeapteFfee some differences between die 
Qose^Aeademy^mid Rev; Mochizirki as wed- as a 


possible vested interest in letting the matter drag ^ 


mdefndteiyt^irwiew^^ m ay Consid er the <=7-7^ 
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optipirof brmgmg-tbe--rern 4 nns> to-india in the custody's ^ “Y 

of the justice Mukherjee Commission in Kolkata and 
vnt^v\./C«-- (?) C^ciKa oj-eA /w S*- rr '4/ 

dy. 


^.'cendwet a DNA te st dk Jthe- r erharusm Ottr-eustod^C 

Indbrs~way,--we~ wdk-be- able te-tesaive-fhe-matter ^ , 


-quickly and hr a manner that — avoid s — the 


complications that have appeared in the local politics, 
of the Renkoji Temple, and the Bose Aeadernyvin 
•Tokyo. 


< 


8. In view of the national importance of the issue, its relation to a judicial 
commission, and the sensitivities involved, w»-weS^be grateful for your 


advice afTfa e e ari fest on how we should respond to the points made by Rev. 

Mochizuki a nd hpfo yy sh^Uhiprocecd fuilkeirrmAs^ We-wotrtchaho 
i Le\r ¥$*- yna Tv”*^ve s^C *^vv- 

be-pratetuliw yon^v^ews-on the two alternative proposals; put forward nrthts f A 

le tt e r - for b r inging this rmportant tssxie to a logical and satisfactory conclusion ^ 

i n-th e shortes^possibletrm e frame i 


r A. 


Yours sincerely. 
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r 





(M L. Tripathi) 


Shri Shashank 
Foreign Secretary 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 110 011 

Copy to: 

1 . Shri Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA), Ministry of External 
Affairs, New Delhi, and 

2. Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs New Delhi 

K 


o 
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S Biren Nanda 

Deputy Chief of Mission 



No.Tok/102/02/03 


Dear 



I 


Embassy of India, 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chom 


P 


rhiv^Ha-lfn TOKYO 107-0074 


Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


March 9, 2004 


This refers to on-going correspondence regarding the Hon’ble Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose. Forwarded herewith is the text of a news-item entitled 
“Panel Resents Centre’s Attitude Towards Probe Into Netaji’ s Death” that 
appeared in the “Tribune” issue of March 1, 2004. 

2. The Ministry is aware that in November 2002 as directed by the Hon’ble 
Commission, two officers of this Embassy photographed the mortal remains in 
the casket presently kept in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo and sent a brief report 
on the contents therein. Subsequent to this, the Hon’ble Commission wrote to 
this Embassy vide its letter of December 26, 2002 requesting a second 
examination by a competent expert to ascertain and decide whether the 
Government of India should be approached for bringing the mortal remains to 
India for subjecting them to a DNA test. 


3, The Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where the mortal 
remains under issue are kept, then suddenly protested that the inspection of the 
mortal remains by Embassy officials on the instructions of the Hon’ble 
Commission had deeply disturbed him. Apparently, Rev. Mochizuki wrote to 
Ms. Krishna Bose, MP in this regard. Ms. Krishna Bose, MP in her letter of 
23 January 28, 2003 conveyed her deep distress at the opening of the casket 
containing the mortal remains of Netaji without proper explanation. In her letter, 
she referred to a conversation between the then Counsellor (Political) in this 
Mission and Rev. Mochizuki in which the latter had, in pursuance of the 
instructions of the Hon’ble Commission, conveyed the request that a DNA test 
may be conducted on the mortal remains of Netaji. Ms. Krishna Bose, MP 
however stressed that, while she had no objection to such a test, “it must be done 
with utmost respect being shown to the remains and polite gratitude expressed to 
the Japanese who have cared for them for 58 years”. 


4. Rev. Mochizuki’ s protestations on the opening of the casket are strange 
because he has always enjoyed excellent relations with Embassy officers, had 
cooperated with the work of the Commission when it visited Tokyo and had, at no 
time, conveyed any objections to the two officers or to any one in the Mission 
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prior to the opening of the casket. He has also been the recipient of a generous 
largess from the Government of India over the years for the favour of keeping the 
casket in the Renkoji Temple. 

5. It has been the constant refrain of Rev. Mochizuki and the former 
associates of Netaji that Government of India should take back the mortal remains 
back to India and that in view of their age and increasing disability it would be 
difficult for them to continue to look after the remains of Netaji in the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo. However, when it came to the moment of truth - the DNA test 
would have had the potential for confinning the identity of the remains, Rev. 
Mochizuki cried foul and brought the entire proceedings of the Hon’ble 
Commission to a halt. 

6. The Ministry may consider an appropriate modality for reviving the work 
of the Hon’ble Commission and having the casket examined by an expert to 
determine whether there is DNA material left in the casket, The test could be 
carried out of the remains and a blood relative of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

7. The news-item enclosed with this letter indicates that Prof. Sugata Bose, 
the son of Ms. Krishna Bose, MP is willing to cooperate with the DNA test if 
such a test is possible on the remains. If this is true - and that could be confirmed 
by the Ministry - the work of the Commission could be carried to its logical 
conclusion. 


triljr ^In- 



sincerely, 



(Biren Nanda) 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV), 

MEA, New Delhi, 

Enel: As above. 

Copy forwarded to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS(EA), MEA, New Delhi. 


(Biren Nanda) 
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Panel resents Centre's attitude 
Probe into Netaji's death 
Subhrangshu Gupta 


Kolkata, February 29 

The Chairman of the Netaji Inquiry Commission, Justice ManoJ Kumar Mukherjee 
has claimed that the commission is in the possession of some concrete 
documents and evidence that wiil resolve the mystery of Netaji's death. 

The chairman alleged that the commission was not getting necessary help and 
cooperation from the Centre for conducting an Inquiry into Netaji's death. What Is 
now needed is to conduct the DNA test of a pair of teeth stated to be of Netaji's, 
and Netaji's remnants and ashes preserved at the Renkuji temple, the chairman 
stressed. 

Justice Mukherjee said DrTeri Mliton; a DNA expert of New York had volunteered 
to conduct the DNA test on Netaji's ashes if these were in proper conditions. Dr 
Saugata Bose of Harvard University, who is the nephew of Netaji, also agreed to 
give his blood sample for DNA test, If required, in resolving the death mystery. 

He said the commission wanted Dr Milton's expertise to be utilised in conducting 
the inquiry into Netaji's death mystery. 

The chairman alleged though he had requested the Centre several times to 
immediately furnish the commission with the pictorial documents and other 
remnants of Netaji, preserved at the Renkuji temple, there had been no response 
so far. 






Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


'» 0 J ^ ^ 

~ 1/j/t 

RE^RtefElT / ‘ 


No.Tok/102/02/03 

Dear 



^PTCcT TT <M4dMW r ^ 

ft ' 

Embassy of India. 

2-11. Kudan-Minami 2-cbonie, 


ft 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 

March 8, 2004 


This refers to on-going correspondence regarding the HoiTble Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose. Forwarded herewith is the text of a news-item entitled 
“Panel Resents Centre’s Attitude Towards Probe Into Netaji ’s Death” that 
appeared in the “Tribune” issue of March 1, 2004. 

2 . As- Ministry is aware/ in November 2002 as directed by the Hon’ble 
Commissi on^ two officers of This Embassy photographed the mortal remains in the 
casket presently kept in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo and sent a brief report on 
the contents therein. Subsequent to this, the Hon’ble Commission wrote to this 
Embassy vide its letter of December 26, 2002 requesting a second examination by 
a competent expert to ascertain and decide whether the Government of India 
should be approached for bringing the mortal remains to India for subjecting them 
to a DNA test. 




The Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo^ where the mortal remains 
under issue are kept, then suddenly protested that the inspection of the mortal 
remains by Embassy' officials on the instructions of the Hon’ble Commission had 
deeply disturbed him. Apparently, Rev. Mochizuki wrote to Ms. Krishna Bose, 
MP in this regard. Ms. Krishna Bose, MP in her letter of January 28, 2003 
conveyed her deep distress at the opening of the casket containing the mortal 
remains of Netaji without proper explanation. In her letter^ she referred to a 
conversation between the then Counsellor (Political) in this Mission and Rev. 
Mochizuki in which the latter had, in pursuance of the instructions of the Hon’ble 
Commissionyconveyed the request that a DNA test may be conducted on the 
mortal remains of Netaji. Ms. Krishna Bose, MP however stressed that, while she 
had no objection to such a test “it must be done with utmost respect being shown 
to the remains and polite gratitude expressed to the Japanese who have cared for 
them for 58 years”. 


h 


Rev. Mochizuki’ s protestations on the opening of the casket are strange 
because he has always enjoyed excellent relations with Embassy officers^ti had 
cooperated with the work of the Commission when it visited Tokyo ain^-ht no 


time^ conveyed any objections to the two officers or to any one in the Mission 
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m 


prior to the opening of the casket. He has also been the recipient of a generous 
largess from the Government of Jndia ovipMhe years for the favour of keeping the 
casket in the Renkoji Temple^^It is -also been the constant refrain of Rev. 
Mochizuki and the former associates of Netaji that Government of India should 
take back the mortal remains back to India and that in view of their age and 
increasing disability it would be difficult for them to continue to look after the 
remains of Netaji in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. However, when it came to the 
moment of truth - the DNA test would have had the potential for confirming the 
identity of the remains^, Rev. Mochizuki cried foul and brought the entire 
proceedings of the Hon’ble Commission to a halt. 


u "Ministry 



Hon’ble Commission and having the casket examined by anexpert to detennine 
whether there is DNA material left in the casket and-if-sojtest could be carried 
out of the remains and a blood relative of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

"2 The news-item enclosed with this letter indicates that Prof. Sugata Bose, 
the son of Ms. Krishna Bose, MP is willing to cooperate with the DNA test if 
such a test is possible on the remains. If this is true - and that could be confirmed 
by the Ministry - the work of the Commission could be carried to its logical 
conclusion. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Biren Nanda) 


/ 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV), 

MEA, New Delhi. 

End: As above. 

Copy forwarded to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS(EA), MEA, New Delhi. 


(Biren Nanda) 
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iren Nanda 

'eputy Chief of Mission 



xntffTRirr, 


Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 




No.TOK/102/02/03 



Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : (03) (3262) 2391 to 97 
Fax : (03) (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : ind 0 mbjp®gol.com 


January 14, 2004 


Dear nMiM. t ( 

This refers to Foreign Secretary’s letter No.l0565/FS/01 dated 
September 11, 2001 regarding the request to make available to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry all records and documents both open and 
classified relating to Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Japan has in 
response to the request of the Hon’ble Commission forwarded three documents. 
These documents along with their translations marked SI. No.l, 2 and 3 in the 
top right-hand comer of the Japanese text and its English translation, the 
covering Note Verbale received from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Government of Japan and a translation thereof are forwarded for onward 
transmission to the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry. 




Youns sincerely, 


(Biren Nanda) 


Smt Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 

Ends: As above. 

Copy forwarded with enclosures to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS (EA), MEA, 
New Delhi. 


(Biren Nanda) 
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Translation 


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
TOKYO, JAPAN 


NO. 48/ASW 


NOTE VERBALE 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of India and, with reference to 
the latter's Note No. 312/2003 dated August 20, 2003, 
regarding the inquiry of Subash Chandra Bose, has the honor 
to provide following documents for the latter's reference: 

1 . A copy of a Note Verbale delivered from the 
Government of Japan to the General Headquarters for 
the Allied Powers in September 1945. 

2. A copy of a internal document (both Japanese and 
English) prepared by the Japanese Government, on the 
occasion of Shah Nawaz Khan's visit to Japan, in 1956. 

3. A copy of a internal document on records of an 
interview with Doctor Tsuruta in December 1955. 


Tokyo, January 8, 2004. 
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AT = UU> UBD- FOR CBS 
SOWKIfST rACmC AREA 

Forward Schelon 
30 -tog. 45 


Subject; Reported ffeath of CHAiRRA HOSE 


A C of 5, C-2, 
OTiC (2) 

C&rry tc : 

OS flat) 

Adv IRQ 


1, GRQ UEBIA la vitally Interested In obtaining 
conf.trro.tion of the reported death of fiUSsSEA BOSB ia 
TChlC as the result of an air crash, BOSS’S adjutant, 

F ABIE AM -SAl&ttft , is stated to hare been injured in the 
crash and to be in hospital, 

2, It would be appreciated if enquiries could bo 
iaada as to the veracity of the reports. 

3, If the reoert atxaat SUKBL-m-Uam is 'true, 
snc imu wish tc know whether he could be flown to 1HDJA 

^ for iaterrosatioa. 


for -Seaeral 

Colander Allied Land Forces 






Froa the Japanese GotfsrBisest to the General ueadquartcrs 
fcr the Allied Powers 


C.L.e, - H. Kb. 12. 


The Japaneses GeveraHseftt has received the cixrairJ. cation 
transmitted through the G.H.Q. Tafobaisa Crnaittee that the Gwiapai 
Headquarters fcr the Ml lad Powers has requested by the headquarters 
of Afedral iiountbatten to aahe inquiries with a view to coijf irate? 
the death of Sabas Chandra Bose. Feuding the oo&pllatieu of 
coaploto data, It is coftsdUlared desirable to submit ad intoriia a 
report based upon infenantion so far available. 


Data relating to tb® Death of 

S&ftBfe.lto, te m AwMnw». 


1 . The itinerary of the Journey of Bo*« and hie party. 


August 16, 

10*30 

leave Singapore 

tr 

15*30 

Arrive Bangka! (Stay tpm 

August 1?, 

6*0© 

leave Bangkok 

* % 

11*00 

Arrive Saigon 

« a 

17*00 

leave Saigon 

» s 

19*30 

Arrive Teurauae (stay or :• 

August 16, 

7*60 

leave ¥en*axw 

w m 

* 

15*00 

Arrive Taihofca 

n it 

14*00 

leave Taibcku 


Tfeo accident oeoorred iiaaedLately after take-off, 

2, type of plane., 

97—2 *$e4©l. A heavy basher, 

3« Persons in the plane, 

lieutenant Qeaarel Shldei (Japanese) 

Chandra Bose 

KsMller BahHan (spelling nnoaortain) Alia da Caap ana 
Assistant Chief of Staff to Boa® 

. Six others, including gapanoeie staff officers and «rs&- 
plane, 

A, Cir coarartances surrounding the accident, 

Cn August 1.6 the weather ever the Tcenaona. Strait was «? i . 
bad co that the plane aauJ© & difficult voy&ga of eeveral hr. 
it reached the Taihoku Air field at 13*00 ©’dock. After ref 
it took off at 14*00 o’clock. Whom ft roe® about 10 astro. 


ground the propeller of the left aids amines fall apart.,. The 
■plane, shaking violently right and laft, listed to the loft and 
crashed against the aetKiii at the and of the aixfiald, ciro hroha 
out instantly at both front and roar of the plane. 

Soso, drenched in gasoline and cohered wit It flaao, er^rged 
from a feels on the left side arc* toward the front of tho fu silage* 

S*ie aide B. T-;. also crsarlod out o? the machine, anti endeavored to 
cstioguiah the fire on Boee, who however had teen severely burned, 

Mai do being injured at several places, Inoludiiur two or tfcrea frits 
in the neefe. Ten nimxtes after the accident, Its was taken to t&e 
Arsy Hospital in Taihc&r, and received treataorrt at 15:06 o'clock, 

JJia death came at 21 :0b o’clock. Bis aide id. H* was also burned 
on neck, right cheek, both: arao and right leg,' 

Lieutenant General Sfeldei set on instantaneous death Inside tbs plane, 
{ Tire others died llVotftsfc) . 

5, Oispcsltion of the remains of Bose. 

An .gust 20, placed in a coffin. 

* 22 Cremation, 

* 23, Funeral at the Sisfel Stmganji Tssaple, T&ihoku , 

II Babiller Kafesan Aide de Camp 

fe, B* arrived in ?o»cyo os September 3 , end Is u&ier assdlaal 


treatment 



\\\ 



Central Liaison Office 

September 19, 1945 


JSuprenie Ccffstsaacier 
i r or the A-Xliod Tatters 

X have the honor to rofcr to C.L.O, - M* Ho* 12 
concerning the death, of Hr. Ouafaas Chandra Bose and 
correct the date of feis death which was erroneously 
reported in the above note, .Tamely, "On August 16'* 
trader I -(A) “Cirotragtanese surronnaing the accident'' 1 
in the note under reference should read *QJI August 13% 


Katsue Ckasakl 




Director Oenersi 
Central liaison Office 


Investigation on the cause of death and 
other natters of the late Subha s Chandra Bose. 


Regarding the cause of death of the late Subha 3 Chandra 

Bose and articles left by him, Inquiries were made of the 

* " # 

following persons who are considered to have had some relations 
with the matter. 


Name 

Occupation at that time 

Mr. T, Hachiya 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to Provisional 
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Government of Free India. 

Mr. S. Konogakl 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Air Forces in lava. 

Mr. T. Yoshind 

Surgeon Captain, Head, Narrnon 

Branch of Taipei Amy Hospital. 

Mr. T. Tsuruta 

/ 

Amy surgeon of the above Hospital. 

1 

+ Mr. K. Aral 

Captain, Headquarters, Tsukasa 

Air Corps. 

Mr. M, Takakura 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Imperial Headquarters. 

Mr. M. Shlbuya 

Lieut, -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Amy Forces in Formosa. 

Mr. T. Sakai 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Amy Forces in Burma. 

Mr. K. Sakai 

Major, Battalion Commander, 

Taipei Military Air Port. 

Mr, M. Kinoshita 

Major, Imperial Headquarters. 


' '""S 

















Mr. M. N&kaasura 
Mr. H, Hasegawa 
Mr. T. Bayashida 



Captain 1 , Taipei Military Air Port. 

Sublieutenant , Imperial Headquarters. 

Sublieutenant, Headquarters, 

Army Forces in Formosa , 


An outline of the result of the investigations is as follows: 
1, Movements of Mr. Bose 


August 3$, 

8 a,m. 

left Bangkok 

If 

11 m,.a„ 

arrived at Saigon 

i H 

5 p.a* 

left Saigon 

i 

ft 

7*30 p,a. 

■ arrived at Tourane 

August 18, 

7 a.m. 

left Tourane 

w 

0.30 p.r. 

arrived at Taipei 

U 

V 

1.50 p.m. 

left Taipei 

Immediately after talcing off, 

the airplane in which 

- . pr f 

he rode fell to the ground, and he was wounded. 

August 18, 

about 3.00 p.a, he entered the Hannon 

BTaneh of Taipei Army 
Hospital , 

w 

7.00 p.m. he died. 


August 22, ha waa cremated (at the Taipei Municipal 

crematorium) 

August 23, bis funeral ceremony was held 

(at the Taipei Hishi- 
Honganji Temple ) 


J 1 ' 

Mr, Bose, accompanied by Adjutant Rahmin, left Saigon on 

' " ' * * ^ * "■ ^ ^ : ’ * 

August 17 on board a liaison airplane (heavy bomber, twine- tV - . 

■ r h *Y i , 

engined, Type 11 remodelled 97), and arrived at Taipei air -port 

*v .. , 

a little pa st^ noon on the next day. 

The airplane,, first scheduled to land at Heito air-port, 
Taiwan (Formosa) , changed the plan on the way for flying to 

" i' ' ' _ ' - ■ 

Taipei directly,, as both the weather and engines had been found 
to be in good condition, and extended its flight to Taipei with- 
out any notice there beforehand . 

The airplane left Taipei air-port before 2 p.m. after refuel- 
ing and lunching. 

At the moment when the pitch of the propellers was changed 
after the plane had taken off and risen about 20 metres above 
the ground, one petal of the three -petaled. propeller of the left 
wing was suddenly broken, and the engine fell off. The airplane, 
subsequently unbalanced, crashed into ballast piles, beside the 
strip of the air-port,, for repairing bombed holes (References 
Annex I), and was wrapped in flames in a moment. 

Immediately after the planed fall, the passengers on board 
escaped from it, but, as the persons in the front deck (References 
Armftv II) were soaked with gasoline in auxiliary tanks all over 

■' X * " ». . 

their bodies, they suffered serious burns j Lieut. -General Shldei 

and other two men died within the p lan e . 

j _ \ 

Mr. Bose . 
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Mr. Bose, wrapped up in flames, got off the plane} Adjutant 
Rahmin and other passengers exerted themselves to take his clothes 
off, but as his thick sweater for cold weather was permeated with 
gasoline, his whole body was seriously wounded by burns. 

Mr. Bose, wholly unclothed, was sent to the Nanmon Branch 
of Taipei Army Hospital accompanied by Adjutant Rahoin, Staff - 
Officer Nonogaki, and other persons. He was diagnosed by the 
Head of the Hospital Yoshjmi, end Military -Surgeon Tsuruta (surgical 
treatment was mainly done by Military -Surgeon Tsuruta, a surgical 


expert) . 


At the comen cement of the treatment, Mr. Bose said that 


other persons might as well be treated first and he would be 
treated last, but the treatment was commenced with him. 

His conditions: His whole body suffered serious burns 2° and 


3° (2 6 ■ dropsical swellings appear on the 
skin; 3° a skin is carbonized), and had a 


colour of oxidized silver caused from turns 
and sores. His face unusually swollen, but 
his consciousness was dear. 

A considerable quantity of Ringer's solution was instantly 
injected; wounds and burns were treated; and after the injections 
of Sulfa -drugs, he was swathed from top to toe, and brought to a 
sick-room. (Reference: Annex III). 
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Mr. Bose, thinking he could not live, asked Military -Surgeon 
Tsuruta to attend on him all night, so Tsuruta continued to sit 
beside the sick-bed. 

Until about 7 p.m, he kept dear consciousness, and had talks 
with Adjutant Rafrnin, but suddenly his consciousness was lost, and 
hie heart ceased to move. In spite of several injections of heart 
stimulant and artificial aspiration, he could not revive . 

By his side were Military-Burgeon Tsuruta, Colonel Rahmin, 
Interpreter Nakamura and a gendarme (as a guard) at the moment of 
bis death. (Reference t Annex IV) 

2. Disposition of his remains and artides left by him. 

(1) Major Sakai, Ex-Battalion Commander of Taipei 
Air-port, ordered 20 odd soldiers under his command and 

/ 

gendarmes to collect baggage of the passengers of the wrecked 
. plane on the afternoon of August 18, ' 

At this search, things considered to have 
belonged to Mr . Bose were put into a 18-litre * s petroleum can, 
which was sealed in the presence of the commander and gendarme 
on duty and brought to the Taiwan (Formosa) Army Headquarters, 

(2) At the Headquarters, Lieut, -Colonel Shibuya, 
an aerial chief, received it and put it 5:i a rooden box. 


/ 
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The box was sealed once again and kept safely, 
and was sent, together with Hr. Bose's regains, to Tokyo 

under the care of Adjutant Rahmin and Lieut, -Colonel Sakai, 

% 

ex-staff officer of the Any in Burma district, who left 
Taipei on September 5* 

(3) As Colonel Bahrain and Lieut, -Colonel Sakai were 

* 

somewhat disabled due to wounds, the custody of the box was 
entrusted to Sublieutenant iiayashida, a fellow-traveller, 
on the way. 

After arriving at Fukuoka, Lieut , -Colonel Sakai 
took charge of the transport of the box under the guard of 
three soldiers dispatched from the Army of the Western 
District, 

The group went up to Tokyo by train, and on 
September 7, 11:00 p.m, the box was handed to tiajor 
Kinoshita, commanding officer of the week, Imperial Head- 


quarters. 


(4) The box was transferred to Lieut . -Colonel Takakura, 
staff -of fleer, Imperial Headquarters, about 8 a on the 
following day. 

(5) The remains of Mr, Bose were handed to Mr, Ayyar, 
and the articles left by Mr, Bose to Mr, Kurti, respectively, 
from Lieut . -Colonel Takakura a few minutes past noon on 

7 the same day at the entrance of the Imperial Headquarters. 




7 - 


It is additionally stated that, according to. 'the man who 
then commanded his subordinates at the air-port in collecting 
the articles, the can was 90 per cent filled, the contents of 
which were decora tion-liko metals, chain-like metals, ring-like 
metals and spurs, but, as those things had been burnt at the 


accident, none of them were clearly identified . 

Other than the personnel working at the air -port at that time, 


no one knew anything about the contents, because the box was 
strictly sealed. 


',r\ 
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Crew (equipment) 

Crew, died on the spot 



O Or 

1 Guard-house 


mi 

Entrance 



{This sketch was drawn on December 13, 19 55, 
according to the memory of Mr. Tsuruta, then 
Army Surgeon of the Army Hospital.) 
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Entrance 

/> 


Corridor 


Sketch of the room where Mr. Bose died 


Treatment room 


* V 


Mr. Bose. 


Military Police (as a guard) 
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Adjutant Hahmin sitting 
on the chair. 

^ Partition with screens 


Interpreter, Army Surgeon, Tsuruta 
Nakamura 


(This sketch was drawn according to the memory 
of Mr, Tsuruta) 
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Investigation on tbe cause of the death of Chandra Bose 




On December 13, 1955, Mr. Tsuruta was interviewed on the cause of the 
death of the late Subhas Chandra Bose. Mr. Tsuruta, a former Amy 
Surgeon, treated Mr. Bose at the Nanmon Branch of Taipei Army 
Hospital till the moment of his death from the time when he was injured 
at the Taipei Airport. (Mr. Tsuruta’ s present address is;- 1-6, Sakaecho, 
Tsu, Mie-Prefecture. He is the Head of the Orthopedic Department of the 
Hospital affiliated with Prefectural Medical College.) Before the 
interview, a brief explanation was given to him about the reason why the 
Government needs to conduct investigation on the matter. Mr. Tsuruta 
made a statement mentioned in a paper attached herewith. (Information 
on the matter which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs gained was not 
furnished him beforehand so that he will not have a preconceived idea 
about the matter.) 

(By Yoshida, official, the 4 th Division of the Asian Affairs Bureau) 
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The gist of a statement by Tsuruta, the former Army Surgeon, 
concerning the process of the death of the Late Subhas Chandra Bose 
at the Manmon Branch of Taipei Army Hospital 
(December 13, 1955) 

Forgive me for fading my memories of the matter with the passage of 
time. 

After 3 o’clock or around 4 o’clock on 18 th of August, the injured were 
brought to a hospital from the Matsuyama Airport. (Usually, after an 
advance notice is given, the injured are taken to the hospital. I was not 
informed anything about it beforehand.) 

I cannot say exactly how they were taken to the hospital as I was in the 
hospital building at a time of their arrival. I think they were taken by 
cars, lying on stretchers. More than ten persons were taken to the 
hospital, including Mr. Bose, Adjutant Rahman, several Staff Officers of 
the Japanese Army, Cap. Jvusaburo Aovaei (Warrant Officer) and Vice 
Cap. Seisaku Ishida ("Sergeant Major). 

At first, I could not identify a person as Mr. Bose. First, the Adjutant 
wearing an INA collar badge said in halting Japanese, “His Excellency 
Mr. Bose water water.” However, I still could not recognize him as Mr. 
Bose. A Japanese Staff Officer of the Army, who was standing beside 
me, said, “Please do not ask me a name of an Indian person.” He 
whispered, “This is Chandra Bose.” Then I acknowledged that he was 
Mr. Bose for the first time. Mr. Bose asked for a pillow, saying in 
English “Pillow Pillow.” When I was about to commence the treatment, 
Mr. Bose said in English, “Treat other persons first. I would be treated 
last after completing the treatments of other persons.” (Although I do not 
speak English well, I can listen to English. I was strongly moved by such 
an attitude of Mr. Bose. Usually, when a large number of the injured are 
taken to a hospital at one time, it makes a rule that the treatment is 
commenced with the most severely injured first, without making close 
examinations of each person.) 

Mr. Bose’s whole body suffered bums 2 degree and 3 degree. I thought 
he has little chance to live when I saw him first. (In 2 degree, dropsical 
swellings appear on the skin, while at 3 decree, skin is carbonized.) His 
conscious was very clear. Many others were wounded by bums. I 
remember that Adjutant Rahman was wounded by bums in his both hands 
and a cut on his forehead, (which was deep enough to reach to the 
periosteum,) I commenced the treatment immediately. ( A place of the 
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treatment is drawn in a sketch.) A considerable quantity of Ringer’s 
solution was injected to Mr. Bose. (Water was not given to him. In such 
a case, usually, Ringer’s solution is injected without giving water. ) 
While having a meal after completing the treatments with Mr. Bose and 
other persons, Mr. Nakamura, an interpreter who was living in Taipei not 
as a military man but as a civilian, came to see me, carrying a message of 
Mr, Bose who was reportedly to said, “I think I cannot live. Please ask 
Mr. Tsuruta to attend on me all night” So I attended on Mr. Bose 
immediately. 


He passed away after 7 o’clock, if I remember right. He kept clear 
consciousness and had talks with Colonel Rahman but suddenly his 
consciousness was lost, and his heart ceased to move. In spite of several 
injections of heart stimulant and artificial aspiration, he could not revive. 

I remember it very clearly that when he died it was still light outside 
windows. I am sure it was not late at night. ( I cannot absolutely accept a 
theory that he died at 1 1 o’clock. After his death, formalin was injected 
into his body as mentioned below. Although, the injection was a time 
consuming work, I have a clear memory that I completed it before 12 
o’clock. If he had died at 11 o’clock, the work could not have completed 
before 12 o’clock.) His death was not announced on that day. (The 
newspaper in Taipei carried a small article on an accident at the 
Matsuyama Airport several days later.) An official statement or an 
official report might have said that his death came at 9 o’clock. 
However, in actuality, as mentioned before his death came earlier than 
that time. When he died, it was still light outside. (A time of death of a 
critically ill patient tends to be reported a bit later than the actual time of 
his death. It is a matter of merit of a hospital.) 

By his side were myself, Colonel Rahman, interpreter Nakamuta and an 
military police at the moment of his death (as shown in a sketch.) I do 
not remember clearly whether Army Surgeon Yoshimi was there or not at 
that time as I was absolutely preoccupied with the treatment. At a time of 
artificial aspiration, he might have been there. It is for certain that he was 
at present when formalin was injected. (As Army Surgeon Yoshimi was 
preoccupied with a liaisons with the Army Headquarters at a time when 
such an accident occurred, I bore the responsible for the treatments.) 

Following death of Mr. Bose, under instructions from the Army 
Headquarters to give treatment to prevent the body from decaying so that 
they can send the body to Tokyo, I injected formalin into the artery. 
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I was not there when the body was placed in a coffin. Several days later 
when I was walking on a corridor, I found the coffin in a special room. 
Fruits such as bananas were offered on the coffin. I wondered what time 
the body would be sent. I have a memory that the body was cremated 
several days after the death. It is absolutely not true that the body was 
cremated on the following day of his death. Several days after the death 
of Mr. Bose, at the Army Headquarters 5 sudden request to write a death 
certificate, I issued it in my name. “The change in circumstances does 
not allow us to send the body to Tokyo. A decision was taken suddenly 
to cremate the body at Taipei. We request you to write a death certificate 
for the purpose of cremation,” said the Army Headquarters. Being 
concerned that if identification of the body had been found out as Mr. 
Bose, it would have turned out bad, the Army Headquarters told me not 
to write Mr. Bose’s name in a death certificate. I gave a false Japanese 
name of ‘Hachiro Ohkura,’ after ‘Kihachiro Ohkura, 

I wrote only one death certificate without making any copy, (When a 
death certificate is issued, usually, more than one certificate are issued.) 
The death certificate might have been presented to the crematorium. 
Soon after I wrote a death certificate, the body was taken out from the 
hospital by track. It was in the afternoon as the sun was still shining. 

Colonel Rahman kept clear consciousness from the very beginning. As 
mentioned before, upon arriving at the hospital, he said, “His Excellency 
Mr. Bose water.” Colonel Rahman was by the side of Mr. Bose, sitting 
in a chair at the moment of his death. Colonel Rahman had never fallen 
into a coma. As Colonel Rahman was not seriously injured, he was 
transferred to an army hospital in Hokuto several days after he received 
injury. There was a reason why the authorities were not able to keep him 
at the Nanmon Branch of the Army Hospital. 

American and British war prisoners were imprisoned in a prisoners’ camp 
in Maruyama in Taipei. Several days after the Bose incident, a US 
military plane dropped comfort articles in the camp, using parachutes. 
However, parachutes did not flare as the plane flew at a low altitude. 
Comfort articles reached the ground, breaking through rooves of 
buildings in the camp. The accident caused many casualties. Wounded 
war prisoners were admitted to the hospital, making it difficulty to hide 
Colonel Rahman. He was transferred to a hospital in Hokuto, (We had 
hided him carefully for one or two days.) By the time when he was 
transferred to Hokuto, the Colonel has recovered fairly well. 
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Among petty workers of the hospital, there was a rumour flying about 
that Mr. Bose was deliberately killed. I had head of it but had no such an 
idea at all. One of Staff Officers of the Japanese Army, who was in the 
same plane with Mr. Bose, said “If this plane had arrived in Japan safely, 
we could not have continued war.” I saw him expressing regret at the 
death of Mr. Bose. The murder theory is totally out of consideration, 
taking into consideration staff officers of the Army were in a state of 
confusion. 
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Sketch of the Nanmon Branch of the Army Hospital 

This sketch was made on December 13, 1955, according to the memory 
of Mr, Tsuruta, then Army Surgeon of the Army Hospital. 

When Mr. Bose and the members of his team were taken to the hospital, 
Mr. Bose and Colonel Rahman were lain in beds in a treatment room in 
the centre of the wards. Officers of the Japanese Army were lain in beds 
for the treatments in the next room (which was not occupied of that day.) 
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Sketch of the room where Mr. Bose died 

(This sketch was drawn on December 13, 1955, according to the memory 
of Mr. Tsuruta, then Army Surgeon of the Army Hospital ) 

I do not remember clearly whether a Military Policg was in or out of the 
room. If I remember right, he sat back in a chair outside of the room and 
did not move whoever came to the room. 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 



No. 132/2003 


20 August 2003 


The Embassy of India, Tokyo presents its compliments to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan and has the honour to refer to this 
Embassy's Note Verba le no. 73/2001 dated September 21, 2003 followed by 
Note Verba le No. 25/2002 dated February 11, 2002 (copies enclosed for ready 
reference) regarding the request to make available to the Hon'ble Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, all records and documents both open and 
classified relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and to say that the requested 
information and response from the Government of Japan is still awaited. 

The Ministry of External Affairs of the Government of the Republic of India 
and Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry have reminded us on the 
subject with regard to the requested information and response from the 
Japanese side. This Embassy would be grateful, therefore, if the matter is kindly 
looked into and the requested information and response is kindly expedited. 

The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Government of Japan 
Tokyo 

[Kind attention: The Director, Southwest Asia Division] 






Embassy of India, 


Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


2- 11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 If 


(Oi 


RESTRICTED 


Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


No.TOK/1 02/02/03 



September 11, 2003 


Dear 




SXLkW' K) 



This refers to on going correspondence related to the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Enquiry. We have received a letter from Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
the Secretary of the Hon’ble Commission requesting for negatives of 
photographs of tire contents of the casket alleged to contain the ashes of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose. The photographs had been taken by officials of this 
Mission on the instructions of the Hon’ble Commission and had been sent to 
the Commission by the Embassy on November 12, 2002 . 

The Commission has now requested for negatives of the photographs. 
The photographs however were taken with the aid of a digital camera and 
hence there are no negatives in the possession of this Mission. We have 
however digital copies of the eight photographs winch are being forwarded on 
a CD ROM accompanying this letter. Since the Hon’ble Commission has 
probably asked for the negatives keeping in mind the imperative to keep the 
photographs as confidential documents of the Hon’ble Commission, the CD 
ROM is being sent under seal and may be forwarded to the Hon’ble 
Commission without breaking the seal. The Embassy has stored the digital 
photographs as classified documents in the Political Section. 




(Biren Nanda) 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, / 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi . 

Enel: As above. 

Copy forwarded to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS(EA), MEA, New Delhi. 
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Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 



r 


2 - ) 1 , Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


Embassy of India. 




Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


(o'? 


No.TOK/102/02/03 



September 1 1 3 2003 


Dear 


5 > 


This refers to your D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.VIII dated January 1, 2003 
enclosing a letter No.JMCI/CPDC/2002/432 dated November 27, 2002 from 
the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry . The letter from the Hon’ble 
Commission had directed the Embassy to get in touch with the Government of 
Japan and request for documents in original relating to the alleged cremation of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. After repeated reminders for many months we 
have finally obtained a communication in writing from the Southwest Asia 
Division of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs conveying that they could 
not trace the document (Cremation Permit) sought by the Hon’ble 
Commission, A copy of the letter received from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Government of Japan is placed below for onward transmission to 
the Hon’ble Commission. 



Yt * rely. 



I 

(Biren Nanda) 



Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 

Enel: As above. 

Copy forwarded to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS(EA), ME A, New Delhi. 
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Fax:03-6402-2483 20035 9fl10B(#) 13:09 P.01/01 
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10th September 2003 

Mr. Ramesh Chander 

Counsellor (Pol&Cons) ; 

Embassy of India, Tokyo 


r 

Dear Mr. Chander, 

k 1 % 

, ■ 

/ 


With reference to your letter dated 31 July 2003, I would like to inform you, 
present state as follows. 


\ We have tried our best to find out in our old files a copy of the. document 
(relating "Cremation Permit") required by Justice Mukheijee. However, we are not 
able to find it so far. You may 1 understand how difficult it is to find out nearly half a 
century old documents. .. 

If Justice Mukheijee has further specific enquiry, please let us know. We will try 
our best to cooperate for his effort, 

Please convey my best regards to Justice Mukerjee. 


Sincerely yours, 



Southwest Asia Division 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


fz 'M i5 7 '>"?!* 


Fax : 03-6402-2483 


2003* 9fl1O0(#) 18:09 


P. 01/01 



Mr. Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor (Pol&Cons) 
Embassy of India, Tokyo 


Dear Mr. Chander, 







With reference to your letter dated 31 July 2003, I would like to inform you, 
present state as follows. 

We have tried our best to find out in our old files a copy of the document 
(relating "Cremation Permit") required by Justice Mukheijee. However, we are not 
able to find it so far. You may understand how difficult it is to find out nearly half a 
century old documents. 

If Justice Mukheijee has further specific enquiry, please let us know. We will try 
our best to cooperate for his effort. 

Please convey ray best regards to Justice Mukeijee. 


Sincerely yours. 



Southwest Asia Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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From * shri Pradyot Kumar Sengupta 
Secretary , JMCI 


To 


t First secretary. 

Embassy of India, Japan, 
2-11 , Kudan-Minemi 2-Chorae 
Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo-102-0074 . 


Sir 


I am directed to refer to your Confidential 


letter dated November 12, 2002 addressed to the Hon’ble 

TS 

Justice M.X. Mukher jee> Chairman, Mukher jee Commission 
of Inquiry and to inform you that the photographs of 
the contents of the casket which were sent along with 
your letter, were not accompanied by the negatives 
thereof* I am further directed to say that the 
Commission needs the negative. 

' ’ - . ■ \ \ ‘ " ‘ .A 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to be 
so good as to send us the negative of each of the said 
photographs as soon as possible. 


- 



I 

| 


1 


Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
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Embassy of India, ^0 ( 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


No. TOK/ 102/02/03 


August 29, 2003 



This refers to your D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated July 15, 2003 regarding 
the then Foreign Secretary’s letter No. 10565/FS/01 dated September 11, 2001 
regarding the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

The matter related to the request of the Hon’ble Commission to the 
Government of Japan to make available all documents either in their possession or 
under their control relevant to the points of enquiry. The Mission had originally 
conveyed its request in writing to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government 
of Japan vide its Note Verbale No.73/2001 dated September 21, 2001. We have 
since made oral demarches and sent written reminders to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs seeking their response to the above Note Verbale in writing. However, we 
have not received any reply to date. Since the receipt of your letter of July 15, 2003, 
we have again been in touch and met with officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and sent a written request reiterating our desire for a firm reply to the request of the 
Hon’ble Commission. 

I am writing to convey that we shall continue to pursue the matter and shall 
send the response of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs as soon as it is 
received. 



Yo ly, 



(Biren Nanda) 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, 
Joint Secretary (CNV), 
MEA, New Delhi. 


Copy forwarded to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS(EA), MEA, New Delhi. 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 




Sub: Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


During my meeting today with Mr. Takio Yamada, Director, 
Southwest Asia Division in the Foreign Office, I broached up the request of the 
Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for making available records of 
the Japanese Government with regard to the disappearance of Netaji and 
handed over copies of the Notes Verba le and letters (for ready reference) sent to 
the Foreign Office with reference to the Foreign Secretary's letter on the subject. 
a I requested for an early response to our request in view of the urgency of the 

matter and statutory position of the Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry. 




Mr. Yamada said that they were aware of the sensitivity of the subject and 
added that, "I will look into this personally." I requested that an early written 
response of the Government of Japan to our request would highly appreciated as 
the Ministry of External Affairs and the Hon trie Commission have been regularly 
reminding us on the subject. 


DCM may kindly see. 




^tRamesh Chander) 
Counsellor (Pol & Cons) 
August 28, 2003 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 


Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 



No. 132/2003 


20 August 2003 


The Embassy of India, Tokyo presents its compliments to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan and has the honour to refer to this 
Embassy's Note Verbale no. 73/2001 dated September 21, 2003 followed by 
Note Verbale No. 25/2002 dated February 11, 2002 (copies enclosed for ready 
reference) regarding the request to make available to the HonlDle Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, all records and documents both open and 
classified relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and to say that the requested 
information and response from the Government of Japan is still awaited. 

The Ministry of External Affairs of the Government of the Republic of India 
and Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry have reminded us on the 
subject with regard to the requested information and response from the 
Japanese side. This Embassy would be grateful, therefore, if the matter is kindly 
looked into and the requested information and response is kindly expedited. 

The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Government of Japan 
Tokyo 

[Kind attention: The Director, Southwest Asia Division] 




Embassy of India, 

2-1 1, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex: 2324886 INDEMBJ^ * 
Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 7 Q 

Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 1 

E-Mail : mdeinbjp@gol.com 



No.25/2002 


February Hi 2002 


The Embassy of India in Tokyo presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Japan and with reference 
to its Note Verbale No.73 dated September 21, 2001 regarding Justice 
Mukherjee Commission has. the honour to inform that the Commission 
tentatively proposes to visit Japan in March 2002 for two to three weeks, to 
examine witnesses and relevant documents and records. 



The Embassy of India would be grateful to receive, the esteemed 
Ministry of 'Foreign Affair’s confirmation that related documents and 
records, both classified and unclassified, would be made available to the 
Co mmis sion to facilitate its work. 


The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Japan the assurances of its * 

'■ i highest consideration. v" ' ’ '*■' ’ V'-* 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(Southwest Asia Division) 
Government of Japan . 
Tokyo 








No. 73/2001 



Embassy of India. of\ 

2-11, Kundan-Minami 2-chome CT 

Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex 
Phone 
Fax 
E-Maii 


2324386 INDEMB J 
03 {3262)2391 to 97 
03 (3234.) 4366 
indembjp@gol.com 


21 September 2001 


The Embassy of India, Tokyo presents its compliments to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan and has the honour to state that, the 
Government of India had set up the Justice M. K. Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry on 14 May 1999, to inquire into all the facts and circumstances 
relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945. The 
Commission would be examining witnesses and recording evidence in UK, 
Taiwan, -and Japan, amongst other countries and regions. i 






The Embassy of India has the honour to state that some of the 
deponents before the Commission have in their affidavits and/or sworn 
testimonies, asserted that the documents cont aining clinching evidence 
relating to the points of the enquiry are in the possession and/or under the 
control of the Government of Japan. 


The .Embassy of India has the honour to request . the Government of 
Japan to make available to the- Commission, all records and documents both 
open and classified, relating to Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, which may be in 
its possession and/or under its control. The Embassy of India has the further 
honour to request the Government of Japan to extend all help and facilities to 
the Commission to enable it to record evidence of witnesses. A list of 
witnesses that the Commission would like to appear before it is appended. 


The Embassy of India would be grateful if the Government of Japan 
could indicate its convenience for assisting the Commission in conducting its 
inquiry in Japan. 

' (I 

The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign- Affairs, Government of Japan the assurances of its 
highest consideration, 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
[S outhwes t Asia D ivision] 
Government of Japan 
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Embassy of India, ^ ^ 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor (Pol & Cons) 


Phone '.03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


August 19, 2003 


Dea 



This is with regard to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry to look 
into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

Subsequent to my communications on the subject, we also spoke on 
telephone a number of times. You very kindly agreed to send us a written 
communication about the availability and verification of certain documentary 
evidences which may be available with the Japanese authorities. We are yet to 
get the said communication from you. 

As informed on telephone, the Ministry of External Affairs and the Hon Tale 
Commission have been enquiring about the matter as there is a definite urgency 
in getting the relevant information. I would be grateful, therefore, if you could 
kindly look into the matter and send us the requisite communication on the 
requested information required by the Hon'ble Commission. 



(Ramesh Chander) 


Mr. M. Taga, 



Assistant Director, 
Southwest Asia Division, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 
Tokyo 






Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor (Pol & Cons) 


•srrrer 4T ■<Hgaicti«, dlM 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


August 25, 2003 




Dear Mr. Okuda, 


This is just to thank you for your letter of August 19, 2003 regarding the 
ceremony at the Renkoji Temple held on August 18, 2003. 


It was a duty and honour for me to be with you and other associates of 
Netaji on the solemn occasion. 


(J] cC~ f-> */. A 


Mr. Shigemoto Okuda, 

Old Comrade of Netaji/INA 
Fax: 3486-8327 





Mrs. Krishna Bose M.P. 

Chairperson, 

Professor Dr, Sugata Bose 
Executive Director, 
and Members of 
Netaji Research Bureau 
Fax: 91-332-474-5070 

Dear Friends: 

While I have conveyed the courteous message sent from you all at the annual 
mourning service for Netaji Bose held in Renkoji Temple yesterday, please let me 
report to you that it was accepted with deep appreciation and impression by Revered 
Priest Mochizuki, and all the participants who filled the ceremonial hall where Netaji's 
ashes are enshrined such as Mr. Hayashi, Mr. Fujii, Mrs. Matsushima, and so forth. 
From Embassy of India, Mr. Ramesh Chander, Counsellor attended the ceremony in 
lieu of Ambassador of India. 


Most sincerely yours, 



Shigemoto Okuda 


Old Comrade of Netaji/INA 
Hikari Kikan (1943-1 945) 
Fax: 8 1 -3-3486-8327 (Res) 
81 -3-3591 -9Q84(Ofc) 
ym 

cc: His Excellency Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India, Tokyo 

Mr. Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India, Tokyo 

. Mr. Ramesh Chander . 

Counsellor 

Embassy of India, Tokyo 
Fax: 3234-4866 


'03-08-20 10:46 00l>" 70t" 701000 
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19th August, 2003 


Mrs. Krishna Bose M.P. 

Chairperson, 

Professor Dr. Sugata Bose 
Executive Director, 
and Members of 
Netaji Research Bureau 
Fax 91-332-474-5070 

Dear Friends; 

While I have conveyed the courf.sous message sent from you all at the annual 
mourning service for Netaji Bose field in Renkoji Temple yesterday, please let me 
report to you that it was accepted with deep appreciation and impression by Revered 
Priest Mochizuki, and all the participants who filled the ceremonial hall where Netaji’s 
ashes are enshrined such as Mr. Fayashi, Mr. Fujii, Mrs. Matsushima, and so forth. 
From Embassy of India, Mr. Ramesh Chander, Counsellor attended the ceremony in 
lieu of Ambassador of India. 


Most sincerely yours, 



Shigemoto Okuda 


Old Comrade of Netaji/INA 
Hikari Kikan (1943 - 1945) 
Fax: 81-3-3486-6327(Res) 


81 -3-3591 -9084(OfC) 


ym 


cc: His Excellency Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India 
Embassy of India, Tokyo 



Mr. Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India, Tokyo 



Mr. Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor 

Embassy of India, Tokyo 
Fax: 3234-4866 
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Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


Embassy of India, 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-choi 


No. 132/2003 


20 August 2003 


The Embassy of India, Tokyo presents its compliments to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan and has the honour to refer to this 
Embassy's Note Verbale no. 73/2001 dated September 21, 2003 followed by 
Note Verbale No. 25/2002 dated February 11, 2002 (copies enclosed for ready 
reference) regarding the request to make available to the Hon'ble justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, all records and documents both open and 
classified relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and to say that the requested 
information and response from die Government of Japan is still awaited. 

The Ministry of External Affairs of the Government of the Republic of India 
and Hon'ble Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry have reminded us on the 
subject with regard to the requested information and response from the 
Japanese side. This Embassy would be grateful, therefore, if the matter is kindly 
looked into and the requested information and response is kindly expedited. 

The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Government of Japan 
Tokyo 

[Kind attention: The Director, Southwest Asia Division] 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102*0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : 1ndembjp@goI.com 




No.25/2002 


February 11,2002 


The Embassy of India in Tokyo presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Japan and with reference 
to its Note Verbale No.73 dated September 21, 2001 regarding Justice 
Mukherjee Commission has . the honour to inform that the Commission 
tentatively proposes to visit Japan in March 2002 for two to three weeks, to 
examine witnesses and relevant documents and records. 


The Embassy of India would be grateful to receive the esteemed 
Ministry of Foreign Affair’s confirmation that related documents and 
records, both classified and unclassified, would be made available to the 
Commission to facilitate its work. 


The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Japan the assurances of its 
highest consideration. ' . . ■ 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(Southwest Asia Division) 
Government of Japan 
Tokyo 









No. 73/20 01 


*rmr gn vna^Frrara 


Embassy of India. 

2-11, Kunda'n-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 



Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 

Phone : 03 (3262)2391 to 97 

Fax 03 (3234) 4866 

E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


21 September 2001 


The Embassy of India, Tokyo presents its compliments to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan and has die honour to state that the 
Government of India had set up the Justice M. K. Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry on 14 May 1999, to inquire into all the facts and circumstances 
relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945. The 
Commission would be examining witnesses and recording evidence in UK., 
Taiwan, and Japan, amongst other countries and regions. 


rs 




The Embassy of India has the honour to state that some of the 
deponents before the Commission have in their affidavits and/or sworn 
testimonies, asserted that the documents containing clinching evidence 
relating to the points of the enquiry are in the possession and/or under the 
control of the Government of Japan. • 

The Embassy of India has the honour to request , the Government of 
Japan to make available to the Commission, all records and documents both 
open and classified, relating to Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, which may be in 
its possession and/or under its control. The Embassy of India has the further 
honour to request the Government of Japan to extend all help and facilities to 
the Commission to enable it to record evidence of witnesses. A list of 
witnesses that the Commission would like to appear before it is appended. 

The Embassy of India would be grateful if the Government of Japan 
could indicate its convenience for assisting the Commission in conducting its 
inquiry in Japan. 

The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign- Affairs, Government of Japan the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Government of Japan 


(Southwest Asia Division] 










No. 10565/FS/01 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110 Oil 

September 11, 2001 






C 


As you are aware, the Government of India has set up a Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to look into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. In a letter to EAM, the 
Chairman of the Commission has mentioned that some of the deponents 
before the Commission have, in their affidavits and/or sworn 
testimonies, asserted that documents containing clinching evidence 
relating to the points of the inquiry are in the possession and/or under 
the control of the Governments of Japan, Taiwan and some other 
countries. The Inquiry Commission cannot achieve its objective unless 
it can explore all possible sources of evidence, both documentary and 
oral relating to the issues of the inquiry. 


e 


2. The Inquiry Commission has requested that the matter be taken 
>up with the Government of Japan, who may be persuaded to make 
* available to the Commission, all records and documents both open and 
classified, relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose which may be in 
their possession and/or under their control. Mission may also kindly 
request the Government of Japan to extend all help and facilities to the 
Commission to enable it to record evidence of witnesses, if any, 
available to Japan. 


3. You are, therefore, requested to take this issue up at the 
appropriate level. An early response would be appreciated. 




Yours sincerely, 



(Chokila Iyer) 


Shri Aftab Seth 

Ambassador of India 

Tokyo 



No. TOK/102/3/01 




Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku; TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 INDEMB I 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax; 03(3234)4866 


September 25, 2001 


Please refer to your letter no. 10565/FS/01 dated September 11, 
2001 regarding of the desire of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry to visit Tokyo. We are taking up the matter with the Government 
of Japan requesting them to make all records and documents, open and 
classified, relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in their possession 
and/or under their control, available to the Hon’ble Commission. We 
shall also be requesting the Japanese Government to extend all help and 
facilities to enable the Commission to record evidence of witnesses 
available in Japan. 

We have received a separate communication from Director (CNV) 
in the Ministry indicating that the Commission wishes to visit Japan 
sometime in November 2001 for a period not exceeding 30 days in 
connection with its work in this country. Regarding the timing of the 
visit, it would of course have to depend upon the convenience of the 
Government of Japan whose assistance has been requested by the 
Commission. 

Our own preference in timing would be to defer the Commission’s 
visit until after the PM’s visit during the first fortnight of December. In 
the latter half of November, we are expecting you for the Foreign Office 
Consultations, the Advance Team for the PM’s visit and the Second 
Meeting of the India- Japan Eminent Persons’ Group. We would be able 
to do justice to the Hon’ble Commission and focus our energies on 
making a success of its efforts most appropriately after the PM’s visit in 
December. Perhaps, depending on the convenience of the Japanese 
Government and the Hon’ble Justice Mukhejee and other members of the 
Commission, we could think of dates sometime early next year. 


We shall await a response from the Japanese Government to our 
request for assistance to the Commission and also on the timing of the 
visit of the Commission’s members and keep the Ministry informed. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Aftab Seth) 


Smt. Chokila Iyer, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 


Embassy of India 
Tokyo 




Sub: Ceremony on the death anniversary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on August 18, 2003 






As advised by the Ambassador, I participated in the special prayer 
ceremony in connection with the death anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose at the Renkoji Temple. The ceremony was organised by the Subas 
Chandra Bose Academy. 

There were about 60-70 participants at the ceremony, mostly the old 
associates of Netaji and their families and also some Indian nationals. Rev. 
Koshi Mochizuki, the Chief Minister of the Renkoji Temple, conducted the 
religious aspects of the ceremony in the sanctum sanctorum of the Temple 
where the ashes of Netaji are kept. Rev. Mochizuki in his brief remarks said that 
the ashes of Netaji were still in the Temple as these could not be transferred to 
India due to various reasons. He wished that some decision could be taken at 
the earliest. He referred to the old age of Netaji's followers who had been taking 
considerable interest in matters pertaining to the leader. Mr. S. Okuda of the 
Saudi Arabian Airlines read the message of Ms. Krishna Bose, MP, Chairperson of 
Netaji Research Bureau. A copy of the message is placed below. 

After the religious ceremony, there was a separate session over the 
refreshments. Mr. M. Hayashi, Secretary of the Subas Chandra Bose Academy 
briefly spoke in emotional tone about Netaji and the sacrifices he made. He also 
referred to the controversy about the death of Netaji and made an appeal to the 
Government of India to decide on the matter. I was asked to speak. In my brief 
remarks, I recalled the role played by Netaji in India's freedom struggle and said 
that he was a hero and would remain a hero in the hearts of the people in the 
days to come and wished increased and intensified co-operation between India 
and Japan for the peace and prosperity. 


A book in the Japanese languages having pictorial history of Netaji's role 
and mission was presented to me by the organizers which is placed below.' 



: NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 


FAX NO. : 91 33 4745070 


Aug. 16 2003 01 :58PM PI 




NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 

AN INSTITUTE OF HISTORY, POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
NETAJI BHAWAN • CALCUTTA 


Attention : Mr. S. Okudfi Fax : 00-81-3-34868327 

V 

MESSAGE 


Dear Comrades-in-arms of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 





Members of Netaji Research Bureau, Professor Sugata 
Bose, Executive Director of Netaji Research Bureau and myself join you 
in your Prayers at the Meeting at Renkoji Temple Tokyo on this very 
sad day. We pray for the departed soul of our great leader who fought 
so bravely for India's Freedom. We are grateful to Netaji ’s friends in 
Japan and to Revered Priest Mochizuki for taking care of the mortal 
remaim of our beloved leader with devotion for such a long time. May 
India fulfil] the dream of Netaji and may Indo- Japan friendship last 
forever. 


Jai Hind 


18 th August 2003 


Krishna Bose M.P. 
Chairperson, Netaji Research Bureau 



38/2, Lala Lajpat Rai Road, Calcutta-700 020 
Telephone : 475*6139/455-9467. Fax : 91-33*4745070, Telegrams : Suvasfaos, Calcutta 
e-mail : nrb@ cal. v$nl.net in. • website : http://www.netaji.org. 
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2-1 1, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


Embassy of India, 


Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor (Pol & Cons) 


Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 



August 19, 2003 


Dea 



This is with regard to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry to look 
into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

Subsequent to my communications on the subject, we also spoke on 
telephone a number of times. You very kindly agreed to send us a written 
communication about the availability and verification of certain documentary 
evidences which may be available with the Japanese authorities. We are yet to 
get the said communication from you. 

As informed on telephone, the Ministry of External Affairs and the Hon'ble 
Commission have been enquiring about the matter as there is a definite urgency 
in getting the relevant information. I would be grateful, therefore, if you could 
kindly look into the matter and send us the requisite communication on the 
requested information required by the Hon'ble Commission. 



(Ramesh Chander) 


Mr. M. Taga, 



Assistant Director, 
Southwest Asia Division, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 
Tokyo 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 
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1 REPUBLIC 




Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O.No. 25/4/NGO-VoUX 


Dated July 15, 2003 


Dear 


few 


lAxrv 


You would recall that in September, 2001, the then Foreign Secretary had 
written to the Ambassador for persuading the Government of Japan to make 
available all documents either in their possession or under their control relevant to 
the points of inquiry relating to the Justice Mukherjee Commission. As I understand, 
the Mission had made a reference to the Japanese Foreign Office on this issue in 
the same month, but not received any response from the latter till date. 

The Commission is now inquiring about the result of the request made by the 
Mission to the Japanese Government. In view of this, I will be grateful if the matter is 
followed up with the Foreign Office with a view to eliciting an early response. 
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Shri Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 
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Yours sincerely, 

{Vijay Gokhale) 
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Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor (Pol & Cons) 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 


Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


No. TOK/ 102/2/03 


July 31 , 2003 




<SoAjqJ? ^ 


Kindly refer to the correspondence resting with my letter of May 7, 2003 
regarding documents relating to the alleged cremation of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose, required by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry. 


The Ministry of External Affairs and the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Enquiry have reminded us on the subject. The Hontile Commission is enquiring 
about the result of the request made to the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
through you regarding the documentation relating to the alleged cremation of 
Netaji. I shall be grateful, therefore, if you could kindly look into the matter and 
let us know the position which could be conveyed to Delhi. 

I would appreciate an urgent response. 






Mr. M. Taga, 

Assistant Director (Southwest Asia Division), 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Government of Japan, 

Tokyo 
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No. 10565/FS/01 


September 11, 2001 




/ 


As you are aware, the Government of India has set up a Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to look into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. In a letter to EAM, the 
Chairman of the Commission has mentioned that some of the deponents 
before the Commission have, in their affidavits and/or sworn 
testimonies, asserted that documents containing clinching evidence 
relating to the points of the inquiry are in the possession and/or under 
the control of the Governments of Japan, Taiwan and some other 
countries. The Inquiry Commission cannot achieve its objective unless 
it can explore all possible sources of evidence, both documentary and 
oral relating to the issues of the inquiry. 


2. The Inquiry Commission has requested that the matter be taken 
up with the Government of Japan, who may be persuaded to make 
available to the Commission, all records and documents both open and 
classified, relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose which may be in 
their possession and/or under their control. Mission may also kindly 
request the Government of Japan to extend all help and facilities to the 
Commission to enable it to record evidence of witnesses, if any, 
available to Japan. 

3. You are, therefore, requested to take this issue up at the 
appropriate level. An early response would be appreciated. 



Yours sincerely, 



Shri Aftab Seth 

Ambassador of India 
Tokyo 
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2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 


Embassy of India, 



Fax: 03(323 4)4866 


AMBASSADOR 


No. TOK/ 102/3/01 


September 25, 2001 


Dear 



Please refer to your letter no. 10565/FS/01 dated September 11, 
2001 regarding of the desire of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry to visit Tokyo. We are taking up the matter with the Government 
of Japan requesting them to make all records and documents, open and 
classified, relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in their possession 
and/or under their control, available to the Hon’ble Commission. We 
shall also be requesting the Japanese Government to extend all help and 
facilities to enable the Commission to record evidence of witnesses 
available in Japan. 

We have received a separate communication from Director (CNV) 
in the Ministry indicating that the Commission wishes to visit Japan 
sometime in November 2001 for a period not exceeding 30 days in 
connection with its work in this country. Regarding the timing of the 
visit, it would of course have to depend upon the convenience of the 
v Government of Japan whose assistance has been requested by the 
Commission. 

Our own preference in timing would be to defer the Commission’s 
visit until after the PM’s visit during the first fortnight of December. In 
the latter half of November, we are expecting you for the Foreign Office 
Consultations, the Advance Team for the PM’s visit and the Second 
Meeting of the India-Japan Eminent Persons’ Group. We would be able 
to do justice to the Hon’ble Commission and focus our energies on 
making a success of its efforts most appropriately after the PM’s visit in 
December. Perhaps, depending on the convenience of the Japanese 
Government and the Hon’ble Justice Mukhejee and other members of the 
Commission, we could think of dates sometime early next year. 



We shall await a response from the Japanese Government to our 
request for assistance to the Commission and also on the timing of the 
visit of the Commission’s members and keep the Ministry informed. 


Yours sincerely, 

% 

(Aftab Seth) 


Smt. Chokila Iyer, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 





Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 



Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : (03) (3262) 2391 to 97 
Fax : (03) (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@got.com 
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No. TOK/1 02/02/03 



Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry 


Dear v, n 


This refers to your letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated April 24, 
2003 regarding documents relating to die alleged cremation of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose, 

Since receiving your letter of even number dated January 1, 2003 
on the above subject, we have made a number of demarches to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs beginning early January through May this 
year. 

The response from MOFA has been that 

• They have tried but could not make any headway in tracing the 
death certificate/cremation permit. 

• The MOFA has contacted former MOFA officials serving at the 
time and some living associates of Netaji who have indicated to 
the Southwest Asia Division of MOFA that such documents 
did in fact exist. MOFA is agreeable to our communicating this 
to the Hoffble Commission. 

• MOFA has conveyed to the Embassy that they would be 
continuing to make further efforts to trace the documents. 

We shall continue to pursue the matter with Gaimusho, and shall 
report further progress after receiving a positive response. From the 
replies of Gaimusho to date, it is evident that there is some hearsay 
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evidence, which suggests the existence of the documents we are looking 
for in the distant past. However, there has been no tangible progress in 
locating the documents so far. 


Yours sincerely. 



(Biren Nanda) 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi 1 10 011 

Copy to: 

1. Shri Nalin Surie, Additional Secretary (EA), Ministry of 
External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi. 

2. Shri Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA), Ministry of 
External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi. 






(Biren Nanda) 


2 




A 


A 


I 


svnC, 



<1L 


Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
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Ministry of At»airs 

New Deifti 


No. TOK/1 02/02/03 


May 9 


\m 

,2003 __ 


Dear 


Tliis refers to your letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated April 24, 2003 
regarding documents relating to the alleged cremation of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose. 


Since receiving your letter of even number dated January 1 , 2003 on 
the above subject, we have made a number of demarches to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs beginning early January through May this year. So far the 
response from MOFA h as been t hat dipy have t n ed but could not make any fj ftofy 
Headway in tracing! fie f death certificate/cremation perm it.) The MOFAJaaS' ' 
contacted MOFA officials serving at the time and some living associates of 



Netaji who have indicated to the Southwest Asia Division /that such 
documents did in fact exist. ( MOFA is agreeable to our communicating this 
to the Hon’ble Commission.) MOFA has conveyed to the Embassy that they 
would be continuing to make further efforts to trace the document^) 
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(Biren Nanda) 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 1 10 01 1 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


MOST IMMEDIATE % 


Sub: Alleged Cremation/ Death Certificate in respect of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 


DCM is aware that on advice of the Justice Mukherjee Commission and 
MEA, we had requested the Foreign Office for help and assistance in getting the 
alleged cremation/Death Certificate in respect of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Till date, we did not receive any response and Ministry had reminded us on the 
subject. 

Accordingly, I again wrote to Mr. M. Taga, Assistant Director of the 
Southwest Asia Division in the Foreign Office on the subject with reference to our 
earlier demarche of January 2003. I had a meeting today with Mr. Taga for 
something else and during the meeting I broached up the subject of the 
cremation/death certificate. Mr. Taga said that they had tried their best and so 
far they could not trace the document and added that it appeared difficult. 
However, he informed that he had personally spoken to some of the old people 
who had retired about the subject with a view to seek their assistance. They 
had informed him that they did remember existence of such a document. I 
asked Mr. Taga whether the result of his enquiries with the retired people could 
be conveyed to the concerned authorities. Mr. Taga responded and said that we 
could do so. He also added that nevertheless, they would make further efforts in 
this regard. 

DCM may please see. 


Counsellor (Pol & Cons) 





Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 



DFA 


No. TOK/ 102/02/03 


May 9,2003 


Dear 


Please refer to your letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated April 24, 2003 
regarding documents relating to the alleged cremation of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. 

On getting your letter dated January 1, 2003, we requested the Foreign 
Office (Southwest Asia Division) for help and assistance in getting official 
confirmation of the death certificate of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. We did not 
get any response and the matter was again raised with Mr. M. Taga, Assistant 
^ Director of the Division by Counsellor Ramesh Chander during a meeting with him 
on January 30, 2003. Mr. Taga said that they tried but could not make any 
headway in getting the official confirmation of the death certificate. He, however, 
agreed to make further efforts in the matter. We again took up the matter with Mr. 
Tokio Yamada, Director of the Southwest Asia Division during Counsellor Ramesh 
Chander's meeting with him on February 5, 2003. The relevant extracts of the letter 
dated November 27, 2002 from Hob'ble Justice Mukheriee Commission re rgiyed with 
your letter of January 1, 2003 were also handed over for their ready reference and 
necessary action, We could not get any response. 

Counsellor Ramesh Chander again met Mr. M. Taga on May 8, 2003 and 
reminded him of our request and informed that Delhi has reminded us on the 
subject. Mr. Taga said that they had tried their best but so far could not trace the 
document and added that it appeared difficult. However, he informed that he had 
personally spoken to some of the old people who had retired from service about the 
subject with a view to seek their assistance. They had informed him that they did 
'-v remember existence of such a document. Counsellor Ramesh Chander specifically 
asked Mr. Taga whether the result of his enquiries with the retired people could be 
conveyed to the concerned authorities in Delhi. Mr. Taga responded and said that 
we could do so. Mr. Taga also added that nevertheless, they would make further 
efforts in this regard. 


This is for your information and appropriate action. 


Yours sincerely, 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 110 011 



(Biren Nanda) 





2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chonn 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 


Embassy of India, 



Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor (Pol & Ccns) 


E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


No. TOK/102/02/03 


May 7,2003 


Dear 



This is with regard to the request of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Enquiry on the documents relating to the alleged cremation of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

You may recall that we had requested for your help in the matter of 
getting official confirmation of the death certificate of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. We could not get any response to our request. Delhi has reminded us on 
the subject. I shall be grateful, therefore, if you could kindly look into the matter 
and give us a response to our request which could be communicated to Delhi. 







Y^urs sincerely, 




Mr. M. Taga, 

Assistant Director, 
Southwest Asia Division, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 
Tokyo. 
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Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 


D.O.No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.lX 


Dated April 24, 2003 


Dear 

Please refer to my letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.Vlll dated JiLJanuajy. 2003 
forwarding a letter dated 27.11.2002 from the Justice MukheneeCommlssfbn of 
Enquiry regarding documents Telating' to the alleged cremation of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

The Commission has been reminding us on the aforesaid issue and has now 
asked us to treat the matter as very urgent. I would, therefore, be grateful if the 
Japanese authorities could be asked to expedite their response. 



Yours sincerely, 



{Vijay Gokhale) 


Shri Biren Nanda 







Fax: 81-3-3234-4866 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-Chome, 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 

Phone: 81-3-3262-2391 
E-Mail: dcm@indembjp.org 



To 

Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry 

Fax No. 

033-252-2765 

For 

Shri PK Sengupta 

Secretary 

From 

Biren Nanda, 

Charge d’ Affaires 

Rptd 

1 . Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary(CNV) 

2. Shri Nalin Surie, 

Additional Secretary(EA) 

Date 

DecembeF-2?r3002-' 

2T) 

' / 

No. 


Total No. of 
pages 



Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry 

This refers to your fax of March 11, 2003 directing the Embassy to take 
further action as early as possible on the subject of DNA testing of the alleged 
mortal remains of the departed leader, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

We would be grateful if the Hon’ble Commission could directly correspond 
with the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi on this matter. The concerned 
official is Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretaiy(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi, with whom the Hon’ble Commission has corresponded 
earlier. 



(Biren Nanda) 
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From Foreign New Delhi 

To Indembassy Tokyo (Fax No. 00-81-3-3234-4866) 

Shri Biren Nanda, DCM from Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Subject: DNA test on the mortal remains kept in Renkoji Temple 

This has reference to your fax message of 12“' March on the above 

mentioned subject 

^ Please be informed that both MEA and MHA are seized of the matter . 

We shall revert to you as soon as the advice of MHA is received. In the 
meanwhile, you may advise the Commission to correspond directly with us on 
all related matters. 
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No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.lX 
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(Vijay Gokhale) 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
24.3.2003 
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Fax: 81-3-3234-4866 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 
Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-Chome, 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 1 02 

Phone: 81-3-3262-2391 
E-Mail: dcm@indembjp.org 



To 

Foreign New Delhi 

Fax No. 


For 

Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary(CNV) 

From 

Biren Nanda, 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

Rptd 

Shri Nalin Surie, 

Additional Secretary(EA) 

Date 

March 12, 2003 

~No. 


Total No. of 
pages 



Subject: DNA test on the mortal remains kept in Renkoji Temple, Tokyo 

This refers to the issues raised in Ambassador’s letter No. TOK/1 02/02/03 
dated January 28, 2003 requesting Ministry’s response to certain issues related to 
the DNA tests. We have received a reminder from the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry who have urged quick action in the matter. A copy of their 
fax is attached to this letter. 

We would be grateful if Ministry could expedite its opinion in the matter so 
that the Embassy is not held in contempt of the Hon’ble Commission. 




Ministry may also kindly advise the Embassy on what response we should 
give to the Hon’ble Commission at this juncture. The Commission is not so far 
aware of the contents of the communication* from the Hon’ble Chairperson of the 
Standing Committee on External Affairs in Parliament. 
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(Biren Nanda) 
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^ Biren Nanda 


From: "JMCI" <jrncinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in> 

To: <dcm@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 1 1 , 2003 5:49 PM 

Subject: Feasibility of DNA tests. 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 
e-mail jmcmscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 


Phone: 

Chairman — 2252-2835 
Secretary — 2252-2767 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252-2765 
Office - 2252-2766/6B 

Fax : 033 2252-2765 



To 

Embassy in India in Japan 

Fax No. 

81-3-3234-4866 

For 

Shri Biren Nanda, 

From 

P K Sengupta, Secretary 


j Charg d’ Affaires 



Rptd 


Date 

11.03.2003 

No. 


Total No. of 
pages 

1 




SUB : OPINION AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF DNA TESTS ON THE 
MOR TAL REMAINS KEPT IN RENKPJI TEMPLE JAPAN 


Kindly refer to your fax of December 26, 2002 on the aforesaid subject. No further communication in 
this regard has yet been received from your end. 

I am to request you to kindly refer to the last and the penultimate paras of your above-quoted fax dated 
December 26, 2002 and send the report as asked for by the Commission, as early as possible in order to 
enable the Commission to take further necessary action in the matter. 


3/12/2003 


(P.K.Sengupta) 


Cl 






3/12/2003 


^ Biren Nanda 



From: "JMCI" <jmcinscb@ca!3.vsnl.net.in> 

To: <dcm@indembjp,org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2003 6:09 PM 

Subject: Fw: Feasibility of DNA tests. 


— Original Message — 

From: JMCI 

To: dc m@ind embjp.org 

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2003 2:19 PM 

Subject: Feasibility of DNA tests. 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Phone : 


Chairman — 2252-2835 
Secretary - 2252 - 276 ? 


Officer on 



‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Special Duty - 2252-2765 
Office ~ 2252 - 2766/68 



e-mail imcins cb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


To 

Embassy of India in Japan 

Fax No. 

81-3-3234-4866 

For 

Shri Biren Nanda, 

Charg d’ Affaires 

From 

P K Sengupta, Secretary 

Rptd 


Date 

11.03.2003 

No. 


Total No. of 
pages 

1 .. 


SUB : OPINION AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF DNA TESTS ON THE 
MORTAL RE MAINS KEPT IN RENKOJI TEMPI .F...TAP AN 


Kindly refer to your fax of December 26, 2002 on the aforesaid subject. No further communication in 


3/12/2003 


this regard has yet been received from your end. 
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I am to request you to kindly refer to the last and the penultimate paras of your above-quoted fax dated 
December 26, 2002 and send the report as asked for by the Commission, as early as possible in order to 
enable the Commission to take further necessary action in the matter. 

With warm regards, 


(P.K.Sengupta) 






3/12/2003 


FROM : JMC1 


MfiR. 11 2003 02:35PM PI 






1 

FAX NO. : 091 833 252 2765 



MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance op 

Netaji Slbhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B s Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, KoIkata-700087 

e-mail j m cin sch@ca 1 3 . vsn I, net. in 


Phone: 

Chairman — 2252-263S 

Secretary ~ 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Dun- - 2252-2765 
Office - 2252-2766/66 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


To 

N— — w 

Embassy in India in Japan 

Fax No. 

81-3-3234-4866 

For 

Shri Biren Nanda, 

Charg d’ Affaires 

From 

P K Sengupta, Secretary 

^Rptd 

- 

Date 

11.03.2003 

No. 


Total No. of 
pages 

1 


SUB : OPINION AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF DNA TESTS ON 
THE MORTAL REMAINS KEPT IN RENKOJI 

TEMPLEJAPAN 


r\ 


Kindly refer to your fax of December 26 , 2002 on the aforesaid subject. 
No further communication in this regard has yet been received from your end, 

I am to request you to kindly refer to the last and the penultimate paras of 
your above-quoted fax dated December 26, 2002 and send the report^as asked for 
by the Commission, as early as possible in order to enable the Commission to 
take further necessary action in the matter. 


With warm regards. 



H 
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Telegram 

From : Foreign New Delhi 
To ; Indembassy Tokyo 




SECRET 


C-IN No. 018 


far«r 


MOST IMMEDIATE 




DTG FEB 061815 
DTR FEB 070915 
YEAR 2003 


o 


No. 0326. 




Ambassador from JS (CNV). 

Kindly refer to your letter No. TOK/1 02/02/03 dated January 28, 
2003 addressed to JS (EA) regarding NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 

The points raised in your letter are under consideration. Kindly 
await Ministry’s communication before taking any further action in the 
matter. 




AMBASSADOR O.R. / C ji' A 


One copy only. 


SECRET 




Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


I have had a meeting with Mr. Tokio Yamada, Director of Southwest Asia 
Division in Foreign Office today, February 5, 2003. The purpose of the meeting 
was to convey the request of Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry on Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose for help of the Japanese Government in getting 
authenticated copies or original documents with regard to the death certificate, 
etc. 


The relevant extracts of the letter dated November 27, 2002 of Shri P.K. 
Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry were handed over 
to Mr, Yamada with a view to provide details of the documents available with the 
Commission and the inquiries and questions in this regard and also the request. 

Mr. Yamada said that the legacy of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was very 
important and all due help and assistance would be extended with regard to the 
request of the Justice Mukheijee Commission. 

During the meeting, .1 requested for copies of the report of the 
Committees appointed by the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Japan with 
regard to reforms in the MoFA. Mr. Yamada kindly agreed to help in the matter 
and arrange for the requested copies of the reports. 

Mr. Yamada was somewhat late for the meeting and I waited. Mr. 
Yamada expressed regret and informed that he was busy (ate in the night with 
regard to the peace talks in the Sri Lankan peace process scheduled to be held in 
Japan in March. He said that NHK, in one of its stories yesterday, had 
announced the venue and the dates before these were announced by the 
Government, though the dates had been decided by the concerned parties in 
Oslo and was a public knowledge. Mr. Yamada confirmed that the peace talks 
would be held in Hakone from March 18-21, 2003. He also informed that 
Ambassador Yasushi Akashi, Special Representative of the Government of Japan 
for the Sri Lankan peace process, would again visit Sri Lanka and also India. 
Ambassador Akashi would be visiting Sri Lanka on the 11 th February and would 
be in Delhi on March 17, 2003. Their Embassy in Delhi was in touch with the 
concerned in India and the meetings for Ambassador Akashi were being fixed 
with Shri Brajesh Mishra, National Security Adviser and Foreign Secretary Shri 
Kanwal Sibal. 







Mr. Yamada made general remarks that they attach considerable 
importance to their relationship with India as the relations with, India were "key 
to their relations with other countries in the region." Mr. Yamada would be 
accompanying Ambassador Akashi to Sri Lanka and India and again accompany 
Mr. H. Tanaka to India for the Foreign Secretary level consultations on February 
28, 2003. 


Cd'A may kindiy see. 




(Ramesh Chander) 
Counsellor (Pol & Cons)/HOC 
February 5, 2003 


^ / ft/*. 



Biren Nanda 


From: "C Rajasekhar" <ramujuly@hotmail.com> 

To: <dcm@indembjp.org> 

Cc: <lnclag@Tiyperia.com> 

Sent: Friday, February 07, 2003 8:42 AM 

Subject: From Rajsekhar, Port of Spain 





No.TRIN/FS/3/03 


3 February, 2003 

Iks ix_ 

P 


From Hicomind, Port of Spain 



To Indembassy, Tokyo. 




Charge d' Affaires from First Secretary 

Rpt. Shri Armstrong Changsar, SS, HCI, Lagos. 

Kindly refer to your fax of today regarding the alleged mortal remains of Netaji. 

As you would kindly recall, we had all along been VERY deferential towards 
Rev. Mochizuki and I am sure he would readily vouch for this. We had called on Rev. 
Mochizuki after ascertaining his convenience and giving him more than two weeks’ of 
notice. This could be observed from the date of letter of Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee 
^and the time of our visit. He has never raised any objection whatsoever nor was he 
prevented from performing any rituals/prayers before opening the casket. Shri 
Armstrong Changsan, Second Secretary, who accompanied me and myself were very 
respectful to Rev. Mochizuki during our visit and the meeting was cordial, as always. 

Rev. Mochizuki did not ask for any explanation as to the purpose of opening 
the casket. He was made to understand by Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee himself during 
the Commission’s visit earlier that opening of the casket at a later date (this was to 
give him notice) could be helpful for the Commission to establish the truth. 

f had not passed on any information on the subject to the press neither in 
Calcutta nor in any other place. Probably the Hon’ble Commission itself may have 
shared the contents of our letter with Dr. Madhusudhan Pal. You would also recall that 
Dr. Pal and Shri Subrata Bose, as interested parties, were afforded full access and 
opportunity to the proceedings of the Commission. 


2/7/2003 
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Trust this should sutfice. I shall be happy to provide any further information to 
■further establish that the complaint is unfortunate and totally unfounded. 

[ C. Rajasekhar 

First Secretary 
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From: "Armstrong Changsan" <hicomindlag@hyperia.com> 

To: <dcm@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2003 5:36 AM 

Subject: comments reg Netaji 


E-mail 


From: T. Armstrong Changsan, 

Second Secretary (Pol &Cons), 

High Commission of India, Lagos, Nigeria. 

To: Shri Biren Nanda, 

Charge d ’Affaires 

Embassy of India, Tokyo. 

Dear Sir, 

Kindly refer to your mail of February 3, 2003 regarding the inspection of casket 
containing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Renkoji 
Temple, Tokyo. 

It may be recalled that during the visit to Japan last year by the Hon'ble Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry, the Commission had desired to inspect the contents 
of the casket, but could not do so as the door of the glass cage containing the casket 
was jammed. I was not present in Renkoji Temple during that time, but I understand 
that Rev. Mochizuki had conveyed that he would get the jammed door opened by 
experts. Due to paucity of time, the Commission therefore requested in writing, that 
Embassy officials inspect the contents of the casket. 

First Secretary Shri C. Rajasekhar and i were assigned for the inspection. I recall 
that weeks (or more than a month) had elapsed before we could visit Renkoji Temple 
for the inspection. Rev. Mochizuki had more than adequate time to prepare for the 
inspection, and we had conveyed the date of the inspection well in advance. To my 
knowledge, at no point of time did Rev Mochizuki convey any objection or requested for 
more time for preparation. 

On the specific day itself, Rev Mochizuki did not convey any objection. In fact, 
the casket had already been taken out of the glass cage, and placed in front of it, when 
we arrived for the inspection. Therefore the question of doing or saying anything to 
override any objection does not arise. 

Rev Mochizuki also did not ask for any explanation for the purpose of opening 
the casket. He was already aware that the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission had 
desired to examine the contents during their visit to Renkoji Temple. 


2/4/2003 


Page 2 of 2 

As for the photographs taken during the inspection, a set of photographs is with 
the Mission in Tokyo, and a set was sent to the Commission. I have no idea how they 
might have made its way to the Calcutta Press. We had acted as per the instructions 
given by the Hon’ble Justice in his letter. 

With warm regards, 



(T. Armstrong Changsan) 
February 3, 2003 






2/4/2003 
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C. RAJASEKHAR 

First Secretary 


I# CiW - 

HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

6. VICTORIA AVENUE 
PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD 
Ph: 627 7480/81 - Pax: 627 6985 
E-Mail: hcipos@tstt.net. tl 


FAX MESSAGE 


No.TRIN/FS/3/03 


3 February, 2003 


To Indembassy, Tokyo. 

Charge d' Affaires from First Secretary 

Rpt. Shri Armstrong Changsar, SS, HCI, Lagos. 

Kindly refer to your fax of today regarding the alleged mortal remains 
of Netaji. 

As you would kindly recall, we had all along been VERY deferential 
towards Rev. Mochizuki and I am sure he would readily vouch for this. We 
had called on Rev. Mochizuki after ascertaining his convenience and giving 
him more than two weeks^of notice. This could be observed from the date 
of letter of Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee and the time of our visit. He has never 
raised any objection whatsoever nor was he prevented from performing any 
rituals/prayers before opening the casket. Shri Armstrong Changsan, Second 
Secretary, who accompanied me and myself were very respectful to Rev. 
Mochizuki during our Visit and the meeting was cordial, as always. 

Rev. Mochizuki did not ask for any explanation as to the purpose of 
opening the casket. I He was made to understand by Hon'ble Justice 
Mukherjee himself during the Commission’s visit earlier that opening of the 
casket at a later date (this was to give him notice) could be helpful for the 
Commission to establish the truth. 

I had not passed on any information on the subject to the press neither 
in Calcutta nor intany other place. Probably the Hon’ble Commission itself 
may have shared Ijthe contents of our letter with Dr. Madhusudhan Pal. You 
would also recall That Dr. Pal and Shri Subrata Bose, as interested parties, 
were afforded full access and opportunity to the proceedings of the 
Commission. i 

\ . ■ 

Trust this should suffice. I shall be happy to provide any further 
information to further establish that the complaint is unfortunate and totally 


unfounded. 



( ^jRajasekhar ] 
First Secretary 


Biren Nanda 


From: "Armstrong Changsan" <hicomindlag@hyperia.com> 

To: <dcm@indembjp.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2003 5:36 AM 

Subject: comments reg Netaji 


E-mail 


From: T. Armstrong Changsan, 

Second Secretary (Po! &Cons), 

High Commission of India, Lagos, Nigeria. 

To: Shri Biren Nanda, 

Charge d’Affaires 

Embassy of India, Tokyo. 

Dear Sir, 

Kindly refer to your mail of February 3, 2003 regarding the inspection of casket 
containing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Renkoji 
Temple, Tokyo. 

It may be recalled that during the visit to Japan last year by the Hon’ble Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry, the Commission had desired to inspect the contents 
of the casket, but could not do so as the door of the glass cage containing the casket 
was jammed. I was not present in Renkoji Temple during that time, but I understand 
that Rev. Mochizuki had conveyed that he would get the jammed door opened by 
experts. Due to paucity of time, the Commission therefore requested in writing, that 
Embassy officials inspect the contents of the casket. 

First Secretary Shri C. Rajasekhar and I were assigned for the inspection. I recall 
What weeks (or more than a month) had elapsed before we could visit Renkoji Temple 
for the inspection. Rev. Mochizuki had more than adequate time to prepare for the 
inspection, and we had conveyed the date of the inspection well in advance. To my 
knowledge, at no point of time did Rev Mochizuki convey any objection or requested for 
more time for preparation. 

On the specific day itself, Rev Mochizuki did not convey any objection. In fact, 
the casket had already been taken out of the glass cage, and placed in front of it, when 
we arrived for the inspection. Therefore the question of doing or saying anything to 
override any objection does not arise. 

Rev Mochizuki also did not ask for any explanation for the purpose of opening 
the casket. He was already aware that the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission had 
desired to examine the contents during their visit to Renkoji Temple. 


2/4/2003 


As for the photographs taken during the inspection, a set of photographs is with 
the Mission in Tokyo, and a set was sent to the Commission. I have no idea how they 
might have made its way to the Calcutta Press. We had acted as per the instructions 
given by the Hon’ble Justice in his letter. 

With warm regards, 


(T. Armstrong Changsan) 
February 3, 2003 
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CRASH 


CRASH 


TELEFAX ^ 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-Chome, 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 

Phone: 81-3-3262-2391 
Fax: 81-3-3234-4866 E-Mail: dcm@indembjp.org 


To 

HCI, Port of Spain 

Fax No. 


For 

Shri C. Rajasekhar 

First Secretary 

From 

Biren Nanda, 

Charge d’ Affaires 

Rptd 

Shri Armstrong Changsan 
Second Secretary 

HCI, Lagos 

Date 

February 3, 2003 


Reference inspection of casket containing alleged mortal remains of 
departed leader Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Renkoji Temple. We have 
received a letter from Smt. Krishna Bose, MP stating that Rev. Mochizuki had 
complained to her nephew Prof. Sugata Bose that he had been “deeply disturbed 
by the way in which officials of the Embassy had ordered him to open the casket 
containing Netaji’ s mortal remains without any proper explanation as to the 
purpose it might serve. . . ” The letter also observed that Mochizuki was not given 
tune to perform the necessary rituals and prayers before opening the casket. 

Grateful urgently give your comments. Specifically did Mochizuki at any 
time convey his objections to you directly and did you do or say anything to 
override his objections? How much warning was he given for the opening of the 
casket? Did he ask for an explanation and was one given? Also mention 
anything else that you might think is relevant to responding on this issue. 

There is another matter I wanted your comment upon. The letter from 
Smt. Krishna Bose has also mentioned that the photographs taken in your 
depositions have made their way into the Calcutta Press. Please give your 
comments on how tliis might have happened. 

Replies will be appreciated by tomorrow 
Ministry. 

/j .'/t m L, . 


- <* FAX OUT 
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as we have to respond to 

r 

(Biren Nanda) 


Biren Nanda 


From: "Biren Nanda" <dcm@indembjp.org> 

To: <fshoc@hyperia.com> 

Cc: <hctag@hyperia.com> 

Sent: Monday, February 03, 2003 4:58 PM 

Subject: crash message for Mr. Changsan from Biren Nanda, CDA, E/I Tokyo 

C R A SH CRASH CRA SH 


TELEFAX 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-Chome, 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 1 02 

Phone:81-3-3262-2391 

Fax: 81-3-3234-4866 E-Mail: dcm@indembjp.org 


To 

HC1, Port of Spain 

Fax No. 


For 

Shri C. Rajasekhar 

First Secretary 

From 

Biren Nanda, 

Charge d’ Affaires 

Rptd 

Shri Armstrong Changsan 
Second Secretary 

HCI, Lagos 

Date 

February 3, 2003 


Reference inspection of casket containing alleged mortal remains of departed leader Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose in Renkoji Temple. We have received a letter from Smt. Krishna Bose, MP 
stating that Rev. Mochizuki had complained to her nephew Prof. Sugata Bose that he had been “deeply 
disturbed by the way in which officials of the Embassy had ordered him to open the casket containing 
Netaji’ s mortal remains without any proper explanation as to the purpose it might serve...” The letter 
also observed that Mochizuki was not given time to perform the necessary rituals and prayers before 
opening the casket. 


Grateful urgently give your comments. Specifically did Mochizuki at any time convey his 
objections to you directly and did you do or say anything to override his objections? How much 
^warning was he given for the opening of the casket? Did he ask for an explanation and was one given? 
Also mention anything else that you might think is relevant to responding on this issue. 


There is another matter I wanted your comment upon. The letter from Smt. Krishna Bose has 
also mentioned that the photographs taken in your depositions have made their way into the Calcutta 
Press. Please give your comments on how this might have happened. 


Replies will be appreciated by tomorrow as we have to respond to Ministry. 


(Biren Nanda) 


Please acknowledge. 


2/3/2003 


Yahoo! Mail - aseemraja@yahoo.com 
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Subject: Re; postponement of the visit on the 7 th Feb 
From: "M. HIRAI" <mhirai@k.u-tokyo.acjp> 


To: "Aseem R Mahajan 11 <aseemraja@yahoo.com> 


Dear Mr. Mahajan, 

Thank you for your e-mails. I was in other institution till this 
morning, 

and my reply was late. 

I understand that the visit to the temple is postponed. I will let Dr, 
Hashimoto know this. I hope you could kindly arrange the next 
opportunity. - - 



Best wishes. 


Momoki HIRAI D.Sc, 

Professor 

Department of Integrated Biosciences 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
University of Tokyo, Bldg. FSB-502 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa 
Chiba 277-8562 
Japan 
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AMBASSADOR 



Embassy of India 
2' II, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 



Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fa* : (03) 3262-2301 
E-Mai) : indembjp@gol.com 



No. Tok/102/02/03 


V (Y 



January 29, 2003 


Thank you for your letter regarding Netaji's mortal remains which lie in 
the Renkoji Temple. 


2. I entirely agree with you that the fullest respect and honour must be 
paid at ail times to the mortal remains of Netaji. 


/■n 3. I am sorry to learn about the problems Reverend Mochizuki has 

experienced in his dealings with our officials, who visited the temple on the 
instructions of the Justice Mukherjee Commission to convey requests received 
from the Commission. 


4. I am leaving for India tomorrow morning on an official visit but shall 
personally call on Rev. Mochizuki on my return to Japan and offer my 
apologies for any unintentional offence that may have been given by my 
officials, I have met Rev. Mochizuki on several earlier occasions and he has 
always received me with the utmost courtesy. 

5, I also wish to assure you that, as has been the practice in the past, in 
any further dealings with the Renkoji Temple, the fullest regard will be paid to 
the sentiments and wishes expressed by you. We will ensure that neither the 
Temple priests, who have so lovingly cared for Netaji's mortals remains, nor 
the members of the family should have any cause for complaint. 

With warm regards and good wishes, 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

Chairperson 

Standing Committee on External Affairs 
111, Parliament House Annexe 
New Delhi 110 001 




Copy to : Shri Kanwal Sibal, Foreign Secretary, MEA, New Delhi 


O/c to : DCH o.r. who may please instruct all officials handling the 
Mukherjee Commission's work to bear in mind the points made by 
Smt. Krishna Bose in her letter addressed to me and the assurances 
that I have conveyed to her. 

0 




\ 


(Afitab Seth) 


DCM o.r. 


Jan. 27 2003 03:37PM PI 


n 

: NETPJI RESERRCH BUREAU 


i 

FAX NO. : 91 33 4745070 


^ KRISHNA BOSE. M.P. 
(Lok Sabha) 

CHAIRPERSON 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 






Off . : ill, Parliament House Annexe, 
New Delhi- 110 001 
Phones: 3034135, 3014555 

Res, : D-1, M,S. Fiats, 

B.K.S. Warg f New Delhi 
Phones : 37 1 68 1 8, 371 8486 



23 rd January' 2003 


Ambassador Aftab Seth 
Ambassador of India to Japan 
Tokyo 
Japan 

L>ear Ambassador Aftab ScLFl 

I am writing to you on Nctaji *$ birthday to ask you to please ensure ihai the proper and highest 
respect is shown by the Government of India io Netaji's mortal remains kept in the Rcnkoji Temple, I also 
would like to urge you to see that all officials of the Indian Emhassy show due sensitivity io Japanese 
sentiments, especially of those who have taken care of Netaji's mortal remains for so many years. 

My son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard University and also Director of the 
Nctaji Research Bureau, was visiting Japan to give academic lectures in Kyoto and Tokyo earlier tills 
month. When he visited the Renkoji Temple on 1 5 th January’ 2003, he found that the priest Reverend 
Mochi/uki had been deeply disturbed by die way in which officials of the Embassy had ordered him lo 
open the casket containing Nciajrs mortal remains without any proper explanation as to the purpose it 
might serve. You should know [hat die casket containing Netaji’s mortal remains has been opened only 
rwice before by Reverend Moctuzuki senior, the current priesfs father - once for Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950 T s and the second time for my laic husband Dr.Sisir Kumar Bose in 1965. My 
husband told me that d \t priest had to conduct prayers for a whole day before opening the caskei in 1965. 
As you know, in the Japanese Buddhist tradition, the ashes and bones of the dead are revered. If was 
improper for the mortal remains of the great leader of our independence movement to have been interfered 
with without giving the priest an opportunity to conduct necessary rituals <tnd without the respectful 
presence of the highest representatives of the Government of India. I have been informed by telephone by' 
Japanese friends of Nctaji that officials of the Embassy had made a peremptory phone call and shown up at 
die Renkoji Temple the next day, 

I understand that during a subsequent visit on 20 th January' 2003 by a counsellor at our Embassy it 
has been explained to the priest that a DNA test might be conducted on Nctaji *$ mortal remains. I myself 
have no objection to such a lest being conducted if DNA material is still available in Netaji’s modal 
remains, However, it must be done with the utmost respect being shown to l he remains and polite gratitude 
expressed to the Japanese who have cared for the remains for fifty-eight years. Netaji’s mortal remains 
must noi be disturbed uniil prior and proper arrangements have been made by selecting top DNA experts in 
the world. You are the highest representative of our government in Japan. I hope ihai you will handle a 
matter of such national and international importance yourself rather than leaving it to your subordinate 
officials. 

Amf of course, if Netaji* s mortal remains were in the frinire to be brought back to India, the highest 
echelons of the Government of India including the President and the Prime Minister will have to be 
involved. 

1 look forward to hearing from you to be reassured that you Understand the points I have raised and 
the information l have given. 

With warmest regards and good wishes. 


Sincerely, 
"Ko a l* i 




Krishna Bose 


CC. Sliri Kamval Sibal 

Foreign Secretary, Government of India 


Pmt, Address: 90, Sarat Bose Road. Calcutta-700 026 Ph.: 4754202. 4750566 Fax: 4748256 ] 
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Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 

D O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.VIH 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Dated January 1 , 2003 



Dear fcou-iv. 


I am forwarding herewith letter No. JMCI/CPDC/2002/432 dated 27.11 2002 
from the Justice Mukherjee Commission which is self-explanatory. As desired by the 
Commission, the Government of Japan may please be approached to obtain the 
documents in original related to the alleged cremation of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose following the alleged plane crash at Taihoku on 18.8.1945. 




C ~hsL 

^cni- oR 




Yours sincerely, 

(Vijay Gokhale) 


Shri Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Enel: As above 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry i'imhc: 


To 

) For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

cai NetajiSubh as Chandra Bose. 
zte /uzzi ‘ B> Block * (Third F,oor ) 

< 1 l/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 

xv : 

J9 1 4)33-252-2765 


lo. JMCI/CPDC/2002/432 


C/ram/ta/i — 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Ojfjficer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office ' - 252-2766/68 

e-nuril : 
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November 27, 2002 
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rom : Shri P.K, Scni’iiptii, 
Secretary. 

'o 

‘he Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs 
lovernment of India 
louth Block 
-lew Delhi-110001. 


Sub: Alleged Cremation Permit in respect of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I am directed to say that till now the Commission has not come across any 
luthentic contemporary death certificate or cremation certificate or cremation permit 
ssued by any competent authority in respect of the alleged death of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the alleged plane crash at Taihoku on 18.8.45. What the Commission has 
eceived from your end till date is a copy of a letter dated 24.7.56 of Hisaji Hatton, Chief 
}f 4 th Section, Asian Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Govt, of Japan, 
iddressed to Mr. A.K.Dar, the then First Secretary, Embassy of India, Tokyo and its 
inclosure which is a certified copy dt. 14.7.56 of an extract from the original document 
on cremation permit in the name of one Ichiro Okura described in this certificate as a 
c Non-regu!ar staff member ofxrmy forces”. In his aforesaid letter dt, 24 7.56, Mr. Hisaji 
Hatton stated “ it is believed that this cremation permit of Ichiro Okura must correspond 
lo the case for late Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose According to him, the death of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was kept strictly confidential at that time and it was believed that 
the cremation permit in the name of Ichiro Okura “ must correspond to the case for late 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose”. The name of the applicant for the cremation permit has been 
shown in the certified copy as Taneyoshi Yoshimi. In his aforesaid letter dated 24,7.56 
Mr. Hisaji Hattori further stated that the applicant for the cremation permit was 
Taneyoshi Yoshimi (A copy of this letter with a copy of its enclosure is enclosed). 


During its recent visit to Japan, the Commission examined Dr. Taneyoshi 
Yoshimi on oath as a witness and his deposition was recorded. He stated before the 
Commission that he applied to the Taiwan Military authority for cremation permit for the 
deceased Chandra Bose and attached with the application the death certificate issued by 
him in the name of Chandra Bose. He categorically stated that he signed the death 
certificate of the deceased Chandra Bose and that he had no occasion to apply for a 
cremation permit in the name of Ichiro Okura. He went to the extent of stating that he 


tiid not even know Ichiro Okura. I am directed to say that, in view of these clear 
statements of Taneyoshi Yosiiimi, the cremation permit in the name of Ichiro Okura 
cannot, by any stretch of imagination, relates to Netaji Subhas ChaJ&dra Bose. According 
to Dr. Yoshimi, Chandra Bose, as Subhas Chandra Bose was known to the Japanese, 
Was brought to the hospital on 18.8.1945 and he died in the same night, but in the 
Cremation Permit in the name of Ichiro Okura the date of death has been shown as 
19.8.1945, 

I am further directed to say that sifting and examining other materials already in 
the possession of the Commission, the Commission has come across some materials 
which make the Commission loath to accept the aforesaid claim of Mr. Hattori. 

While going through the files and records of British Library, London, the 
Commission came across a copy of a telegram from the United Kingdom Commission, 
Japan, sent to the Security Services on 29.7.46. Enclosing a copy of the telegram, I am 
directed to invite your notice to para 1 and para 2(b) of the telegram. In para 1 it was 
clearly stated that the alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose took place sometime 
between 1900 and 2000 hours (local time) on August 18, 1945, while in the cremation 
permit in file name of Ichiro Okura the date of death, as already mentioned, has been 
shown as August 19, 1945. 

Again, from the para 2 (b) it appears that one Second Lieutenant Mr. Tsuruta, M.O. 
attended to Subhas Chandra Bose and was with him 'from the time he was brought into 
hospital until his death about 4 hours later and that Dr. Tsuruta issued death certificate 
in the same evening and saw the body put in the coffin. There is no mention of Dr. 
Taneyoshi Yoshimi in this telegram. 


in From the aforesaid materials before the Commission, it seems that one death 
I ^certificate in the name of Chandra Bose or Subhas Chandra Bose was issued on 18.8.1945. 
r From the certified copy of extract from the original document on cremation permit in 
thre name or Ichiro Okura it appears further that the certified copy of extract of the 
original document was issued on July 1 4, 1956. It, therefore, follows that the original 
document on cremation was in existence on July 14, 1956 i.e, long after the end of the 2"' 1 
World War. If that be so, it can perhaps be presumed that the document is still in 

1 existence. If the original document and cremation permit along with the original 
application for cremation permit filed on 18.8,45 and the death certificate issued on 
18.8.45 arc made available for inspection of the Commission, it is hoped that those 
documents would show actually who was the deceased i n res pect of whom death 
certificate was issued by Dr. Tsuruta or Dr. Taneyoshi Yoshimi, application for 
cremation permit was filed and cremation permit was issued. There cannot be any 
gainsaying that these documents are the best evidence on the issue of the alleged death of 
N e taji as a result of an alleged plane crash at Taihoku on 18.8.45. 

1 am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly take up the matter with the 
Government of Japan and impress upon them the importance of the aforesaid documents 
for the purpose of solving for all time to come the ’mystery shrouding the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The Government of Japan may be 
persuaded to get from the Government of Taiwan the original register of cremation 
permits for the period from 18.8. 1945 to 21.8,1945, the original application for cremation 
permit allegedly filed on 18 8.45 in t he name of Chandra Bose or Subhas Chandra Bose, 


* 



original application for cremation permit, if any, tiled on 18.8.45 or 19.8.45 in the name 
of Ichiro Okura, the original death certificate allegedly issued in the name of Subhas 
Chandra Bose and the original death certificate, if any, in the name of Ichiro Okura so 
that the Commission may have access to these documents. 




An early action will be highly appreciated. 


Enel. Three sheets 


JMCI/CPDC/2002/432 /1(1) 



(P.K. Sengupa) 


Secretary 

November 27, 2002 




Copy alongwith a copy each of the enclosures is forwapded to Sri L.C Goyale, Joint 
Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 
110001, for information and necessary action. \ 




(P.K. Sengupa) 
Secretary 
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Ambassador. of Japan at -Taipei, .to. our enquiry, mado 
oa this, matter: 


1. “Doctor's Report 1 ' and "Police Report" as 
mentioned in Mr. Car's letter could not be 

traced at Taipei’ in.*spite. of all efforts, 
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2. As to "Cremation Permit", a cortif iod copy 
of tho original document on cremation porrnit 
which is hcldoy tho Duroau.of Hoalth and. Hygiene 
Taipei Municipal Office,, could be. obtninod. 

Tho document mentions thefnamo of ICHIRO OKURA 
as tho deceased and that of .TAN BIO SHI YOSrilMI 




ns tho applicant. Sinco the death of Hr. 

Subhas Chandra Bose, .was kept strictly, confidential 
at that time, it is believed that this 
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to the caso for late Mr. Subhas. Chandra Bose 

Therefore, I wish, to enclose herewith tho 

above-mentioned copy of "Cremation Permit" together i, 
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with its translation in English. 
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Sd/- Hisaji Kattori 




Chief. of 4th Section 
Asian Affairs Buroau 
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Mr , A .K . Dar , 
first’ Secretary , 
Embassy of India, 


Ministry of foreign Affairs 

i 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 



r\ 




Mr. M. Taga, Assistant Director, Southwest Asia Division in Foreign Office 
telephoned yesterday, January 29, 2003, to communicate certain points with 
regard to the mortal remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being kept at the 
Renkoji Temple. 

He said that Rev. Koshi Mochizuki of the Renkoji Temple had informed 
Southwest Asia Division of the Ambassador's letter to him requesting for the dNA 
examination, etc. of the mortal remains of the Netaji. Mr. Taga said that, "It is 
better than verbal communications and requests" in this regard and added that 
Justice Mukherjee, however, when he visited the Renkoji Temple, did not indicate 
^ any such requirement, i.e., the need for the DNA examination, etc. He also 
enquired whether the request made by the Ambassador was on the directions of 
the Justice Mukherjee Commission. I explained to him that he should appreciate 
that Ambassador had written a formal letter to the priest of the Renkoji Temple 
and obviously it was on the directions of the competent authorities. Mr. Taga 
said that he was mentioning this only because T do not want any 
misunderstanding between you and the Renkoji Temple'. He understood the 
import of my assertion about the authority of the Ambassador's letter. I also 
requested him to convey to Rev. Mochizuki that we fully appreciate the 
sensitivities of the matter, and his wish to approach the subject with greater 
formality had been noted and conveyed to Delhi. I also informed Mr. Taga that 
this fact had already been conveyed to Rev. Mochizuki by Ambassador vide his 
letter of January 28, 2003. 

Mr. Taga offered that they would be willing to extend all co-operation and 
we should let them know if they could do something more in this regard. I think 
he wanted to convey that the Japanese Foreign Office was interested in 
associating themselves with our dealings with the Renkoji Temple. 

On our specific request, on the directions of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission, regarding the death certificate of Netaji, Mr. Taga informed that he 
could not make any headway in getting the official confirmation of the said 
certificate, etc. He, however, mentioned that he would make further efforts in 
this regard. 

My observations in this regard are that the Japanese establishment is 
interested in some sort of association and involvement in dealing with the mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. We may consider keeping the Foreign 
Office informed of our dealings with the Renkoji Temple and other authorities. 


Cd'A may kindly see. 



(Ramesh Chander) 
Counsellor (Pol & Cons)/HOC 
January 30, 2003 
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mortal remains for the purposes of DNAtest, I. am to say. that your prompt reply, tends to 
show that you have fully appreciated the importance and urgency of the, matter.'; ■ 
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I am, therefore, to request you to kindly expedite the re-examination.,.: of the said mortal; V?;: .y^i: 

remains and send the report of the re-examination to the Commission as early as possible!*^, y ■■■$$ 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Placed below is the letter received from Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. They have requested the Embassy to get the help of 
a competent expert to determine whether DNA may be isolated from the 
mortal remains for the purposes of DNA test. I had sought the help of 
Counsellor (S&T) to contact Prof. Ken-ichi Aral, M.D., Director, Institute of 
Medical Science, University of Tokyo. On his recommendation, we are 
writing to Prof.Hirai Momoki of the Tokyo University soliciting his export 
opinion. 


May kindly approve. 



J r$r 

(Aseem R. Mahajan) 
Second Secretary (P&C) 
January 7, 2003 



Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Subject: Expert Opinion Sought by Justice Mukherjee Commission 


Justice Mukherjee Commission vide their fax dated December 17, 
2002 requested the Mission to get the contents of the casket containing the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Renkoji 
Temple of Japan re-examined afresh by a competent expert to ascertain 
whether the mortal remains could be subjected to DNA testing. DCM 
replied to the Commission’s letter vide his fax dated December 27, 2002. In 
reply, the Commission sent a fax message on December 30, 2002 requesting 
^ for expediting the reexamination of the mortal remains. 


As desired b y DCM , Counsellor (S&T) was requested for seeking the f 
assistance of a competent expert to reexamine the alleged^ mortal remains of / 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to ascertain whether DNA test could be carried 
out. Counsellor (S&T) has suggested the name of Prof. Mo|J)ki Hirai 
Professor, Department of Integrated Biosciences, Graduate School of "v 
Frontier Sciences, University of Tokyo. Prof. Hirai has agreed to assist the 
Mission for reexamining the remains and would be coming to the Mission 
for a preliminary meeting on January 16, 2003 at 1603 hours. 


vw 


Since the matter requires urgent attention, may like to nominate a 
senior officer for accompanying Prof. Hirai to Renkoji Temple for 
reexamining the contents of the casket. 

For kind information please. 


(Aseem R. Mahajan) 


Second Secretary 



Embassy of India, Tokyo 



Sub; Justice Mukherjee Commission 


Cultural and / or Political wing of the embassy have been coordinating 
with Justice Mukherjee Commission. They have accompanied the commission 
to Renkoji Temple and represented the embassy there on suitable occasions. 

Assistance of S&T wing was sought to identify an expert who may look 
into the casket kept at Renkoji Temple and suggest whether its contents can be 
used to conduct a specific test. The test, if required, is to be conducted by the 
experts in India. Through enquiries, we could identify an expert with whom 
SS(C) made correspondence and has already obtained his consent. Now that the 
desired assistance has been provided, coordination with the commission 
including the visit of the said expert may continue to be done by the Cultural or 
the Political wing, to who may handle the subject appropriately. 

The ambassador may like to reconsider the earlier proposal of inducting 
C (S&T) among the officers accompanying Prof. Momoki Hirai to Renkoji 
Temple. He may further like to approve a suitable officer from related wings 
instead of C (S&T) to join Prof. Momoki Hirai to Renkoji Temple and obtain 
his opinion etc. 





( U S Tandon ) 
Counsellor (S&T) 
,, January 16, 2003 
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Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Subject: DNA of the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
being kept at Renkoji Temple 


Shri P.K. Banerjee, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry on 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose directed vide their letter of December 26, 2002 
and their fax message of Decembe 30, 2002 that the moral remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose being kept at Renkoji Temple should be got DNA tested 
by an expert. Accordingly, the matter was discussed with Prof. Momoki Hirai of 
/-s Tokyo University in consultation with Counsellor (S&T). He has kindly agreed 
to do the DNA test of the moral remains of Netaji. 

Accordingly, I have had a meeting with Rev. Koshi Mochizuki, the Chief 
Minister of Renkoji Temple today the 20 th January, 2003 and explained the 
request and requirements indicated by the Justice Mukherjee Commission. After 
listening to my explanation and request, Rev. Mochizuki said that he appreciated 
the request of the Justice Mukherjee Commission and the Government of India 
for the DNA test and added that in the Buddhist spritual theory, the ashes or the 
mortal remains should not be opened again and again and should be treated 
with respect. It had already been done two times. He added that, 'Ashes are 
important and sacred. It is not easy and an ordinary object.' He also said that 
he had discssued the matter with other associates of Netaji and named Mr. 

\ Okuda of Saudi Arabian Airlines. Rev. Mochizuki said that the matter was 
considered and with a view to help the matter, they were willing to co-operate 
provided they get some sort of communication or notification from the : 
Government of India and especially the President or the Prime Minister. He also ] 
said that Smt. Krishna Bose and Shri Sisir Bose were due to meet the President 
on January 21, 2003 and they were to make a similar request to the President. 
He also said that earlier on, Pandit Jawaharial Nehru, the then Prime Minister 
had responded to a letter by Rev. Mochizuki's father on the subject. 

I explained the position again and appreciated the co-operation and help 
and assistance being extended by Rev. Mochizuki and the Renkoji Temple and 
added that we understand and appreciate some sort of recognition or 
acknowledgement from the leadership of India which Rev. Mochizuki had 
mentioned. But due to functional reasons, it may not be possible to get such a 
letter from the President or the Prime Minister. Since the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission was interested in reaching a conclusion and submit its Report, they 
had requested the Embassy to approach and request the Renkoji Temple and 
Rev. Mochizuki which we had done by this meeting. I said that after this 
meeting, Ambassador would be briefed and apprised of the position and 
requested to consider a letter on the subject as instructed by Justice Mukherjee 



Commission. Rev. Mochizuki earlier mentioned that they were not willing this 
time to act on telephonic messages only. Rev. Mochizuki enquired about the 
requested letter from the President or the Prime Minister, I said that Ambassador 
might consider mentioning this in his letter to Delhi that the concerned 
authorities, i.e,, the President's and Prime Minister's offices were being informed 
of the thinking of Rev. Mochizuki. Rev. Mochizuki agreed to that. 

Accordingly, a draft letter is placed below for consideration and approval. 

Prof. Hirai had agreed to visit the Renkoji Temple on January 27, 2003 for 
the DNA test. The date was discussed with Rev. Mochizuki. He referred to the 
requested letter again. I said that it was a tentative agreement on the date. 
Rev. Mochizuki said that he was not free on January 27, 2003 and gave January 
29, 2003 or February 4, 2003 as alternative dates for the DNA test. But before 
that, the said letter from the Ambassador should reach them. 

May kindly see and approve the letter which may be sent to Renkoji 
Temple. 


( , 
Counsellor (Pol & Cons)/HOC 
January 20, 2003 



Ambas; 










4^ > 'U 



5 w /\ j— 


A- 


SS(CA/ 





Embassy of India 
Tokyo 

Reference Counsellor (P)’s note on pre-page. 


Prof. Hirai, accompanied by his colleague, will be arriving at the 
Embassy at 1400 hours on February 7, 2003. They will be accompanying 
FS (P) and FS (I) in Embassy’s car, Renkoji temple has also been duly 
informed about the appointment at 1445 hours. The complete file is 
available for kind reference in the Political Section. The earlier file has the 
reports, which had been earlier submitted by Shri C. Rajasekhar, FS and Shn 
Armstrong Changsan, SS. The current file has all the recent 
communications received from Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission. I 
would be happy to provide any further assistanee/details required. 





i 


(Aseem Mahajan) 
Second Secretary (P&C) 
January 24, 2003 
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Ramesh Chander 
Counsellor (Pol. &Cons.) & HOC 
Tel.(81-3) 3262-2688 


'(3 


\0 I \ ItrftSassy of India, 

V I I , IdinrlfUl MlnnMIl i* NllfiMItf, 
ciuv'tiit iut, jnKYff ma 
IhIhx : V.MAUM INDCMU J 
Phone : 0 3 (3 2 6 2)2 3 9 1 
Fax : 0 3 (3 2 3 4)4 8 6 6 
E-Mail : ifidornbjp@gof.com 
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No. inK/in;/ui/n; 


Dnrnmltnr *11, ? 0«2 


Dear 


/ 






y 


Please refer to your letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.VIII dated December 20, 2002 
regarding Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


The sanction for their visit to Japan said to be enclosed with your letter under 
reference has not been received with the letter. Would you kindly arrange to have 
the requisite sanction sent at the earliest possible. 





itTAesj^? ~^t 

/A ^ 




w >.0 


Yours sincerely, 





(Unmnnh Chnndor) 


/ 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi, dated 

ORDER 

Subject: Visit of Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission In 
Japan. 

In continuation of this Ministry’s sanction order 
No. 1/ 1 20 1 4/ 6/200 1 -IS(D.III) dated 10/9/2002 on the subject , 
ex-post-facto sanction of the competent authority is hereby 
accorded to the incurring of the expenditure as per details given 
below:- 


% 





C 


No.I/120I4/6/01-IS(D.V) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 



Accommodation charge for stay on 14 th , 

1 5 th and 17 th Sept. , in Tokyo 

Yen 232,740 

(Rs. 96,992 approx) 

Accommodation charge for 16 th 

September for stay at Miyazaki 

Yen 93,091 

(Rs. 38,788 approx) 

Expenditure for public notice in Japan 

Times 

Yen 200,000 

(Rs.83,333 approx) 

Hiring of an interpreter for 15 th and 16 th 
Sept. 

Yen21 5,000 ^ 

(Rs.89,583 approx) 

Charge for videography at Renkoji 
Temple on 15 th September,2002 

Yen 88,200 

(Rs.36,750 approx) 

Air tickets for the sector Tokyo- 

Miyazaki-Tokyo 

Yen 212,000 

(Rs.88,333 approx) 

Transportation charge in Miyazaki( for 
15 th and 16 th Sept. ,2002) 

Yen 53,600 

(Rs.22,292) 

Transportation charge in Tokyo (for 

14*, 17 th and 18* Sept. ,2002 

As per the actals 








The expenditure will be met from the sanctioned Budget 
Grant of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry during the 
year 2002*2003. 

This issues with the concurrence of D/o Exp. 
U.O.No.838/E-IV dated 12/12/02. 



(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 


No.I/12014/6/2001-IS(D,V) 
Copy to: 


Dated 


1. Accounts Officer , Regional Pay and Accounts 
Office, (CISF), Ministry of Home Affairs, 15/1, 
Chowringhee Square, 4 th Floor, Kolkatta - 700069. 

2. Justice Shri M.K. Mukheijee , Chairman, JMCI, B 
Block (3 rd Floor), 1 1/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkatta-700087. 

3. Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd), Secretary, 

JMCI, B Block, (3 rd floor), 1 1/A, Mirza Ghalib 

/ Road, Kolkata - 700087 , 

Shri Vijay Gokhale, Jt. Secretary (CNV), MEA, 
South Block, New Delhi. 

5 . FA(Home), MHA, New Delhi . 

6. Cash-VCash-II Section, MHA, New Delhi. 

A 

1 . Finance-I Desk, MHA, New Delhi. 





(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 



(h) 



Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 

Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


2-1 1, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 


Embassy of India 


AMBASSADOR 


No. TOK/102/02/03 



January 21, 2003 



Thisjs wftjvreferenc&:tQJthe meeting of Mr. Ramesh Chander, Counsellor, 
with you regarding the-^DNA test of'the mortal remains of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

I am to request you for your kind assistance and help in getting the 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose DNA tested by an expert as 
^ required by Justice Mukherjee Commission. You would kindly appreciate that the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission is.Jn the process of making its final report and for 
that they require the DNA done on the mortal remains. 

Mr, Ramesh Chander has briefed me of his meeting with you and your 
suggestion that some sort of official notification or letter from the leadership of 
Indi^would_be appreciated and in ordeal -will certainly pass on your request to 
the ’concerned authorities in Delhi; however, I would like to point out that the 
Mukherjee Commission has been appointed by the Government of India and is, 
therefore, acting with the full authority of the Government. 

2D As regards the date for the said DNA test, we would inform Prof. Momoki 

1 Hirai of the Tokyo University of the dates suggested by you. I am confident that 

y L_.l *-• *- * .1- ^ .. . .. 


F 

The Chief Minister of Renko-ji Temple, 
3-30-20 Wada, Suginamiku, 

Tokyo 166-0012 
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Close Window 


Date: Thu, 09 Jan 2003 18:05:00 +0900 


Subject: E-marl address 

from; "M. HIRAI" <mhtrai@k. u-takyo.ac.jp> 

To: aseemraja@yahoo.com, assml@hotmail.com 

Dear Hr. A. R. Mahajan, 

Thank you for your fax, informing me about your e-mail addresses. 

I learn that this is the 58th anniversary of the death of Hr. Chandra 
Bose. 

I also learn that his Memorial is located in Shinjuku-ku, near 
Higashi-Koenji Station. 

I will check my schedule, and send you an e-mail about my convenient 
date. 

However, before visiting the temple "Renkoji 11 directly, I would like to 
see 

and talk with you {and Dr. Tandon) just for a short time. This is 
because 

we also respect the remains of the dead, and need to be prepared 
psychologically. For this reason, I would like to know the historical 
background, 

I will keep in touch with you. 
yours sincerely, 


Moraoki HIRAI D.Sc. 

Professor 

Department of Integrated Biosciences 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
University of Tokyo, Bldg. FSB-5G2 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa 
Chiba 217-8562 
Japan 
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Close Window 


Date: Thu, 09 Jan 2003 19:30:32 +0900 

Subject: PS 

From: "M. HIRAI" <mhira[@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp> 

To: aseemraja@yahoo.com, aseeml@hotmail.com 
CC: schedule@k. u-tokyo.ac.jp 

Dear Mr* Mahajan, 

As described in my last e-mail, I would like to see you beforehand. 

I know about part of the biographical stories of the hero. However, I 
just 

want to know whether there are any delicate circumstances or not about 
the 

identification of remains, even though the examination will be 
conducted in 

your own country. As I am not an Indian, I would like to know the 
respectful manner to the remain of the hero. 

I will have a meeting at the Hongo Campus of the Univ. Tokyo in the 
morning 

of the 16th Feb (Thursday) , If your convenience allows, I would like to 
visit you in the afternoon, say two o’clock (14:00) in the afternoon, 
Feb 

16* Then, we can discuss when we will visit Renko-ji Temple. If it is 
not 

convenient for you on that day, then I will find another opportunity. 
Best regards, 


Momoki HIRAI D, Sc* 

Professor 

Department of Integrated Biosciences 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
University of Tokyo, Bldg* FSB-502 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa 
Chiba 277-8562 
Japan 


http://us.f214,maiI.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=lnbox&MsgId=1222_238431_17 r ., 10/01/2003 



AMBASSADOR 




CONFIDENTIAL 


Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 

Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 




No. TOK/102/02/03 




January 28,2003 


A 


I am enclosing a copy of my letter dated January 29, 2003 to Mrs. Krishna 
Bose, MP which I wrote in response to her letter of January 23, 2003 regarding 
the mortal remains of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose being kept in the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo. The contents of the letter are self-explanatory. 


2. I fully appreciate the sensitivities expressed by Rev. Koshi Mochizuki, the 
Chief Minister of the Renkoji Temple. On the direction of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission, we approached the Renkoji Temple for re-examination of the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji to ascertain whether DNA test could be carried 
out. In this regard I had written to Rev. Mochizuki seeking his assistance. 
However, Rev. Mochizuki has requested our Counsellor Shri Ramesh Chander for 
a formal request and a communication from the Indian leadership and also 
"some notification by the Government of India with regard to the requested 
DNA testing." 


3. In the last meeting that Counsellor Ramesh Chander had with Rev. 
Mochizuki on January 20, 2003, Rev. Mochizuki expressed some concern with 
regard to the opening and re-opening of the mortal remains of Netaji in view of 
the religious sensitivities under the Buddhist traditions. He also indicated that it 
would be appreciated if in future these matters are handled with greater 
"formality." Rev. Mochizuki also pointed out that he had come to know that 
some photographs taken earlier of the casket of the mortal remains of the Netaji 
by our officials, on instructions from the Commission, and sent to them, had 
found their way to the media. He said that this was a matter of regret and a 
source of embarrassment to the Temple. 


4. On the directions of the Justice Mukherjee Commission, we had located 
Prof. Momoki Hirai, a DNA expert who is a Professor in the Department of 
Integrated Biosciences, Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, University of 
Tokyo. Prof. Hirai has agreed to assist and do the requisite examination as 
required by the Justice Mukherjee Commission, i.e., to ascertain whether the 
mortal remains of Netaji could be tested for DNA. A meeting for this purpose 
had been fixed on February 7, 2003 after consulting both Prof. Hirai and Rev. 
Mochizuki. However, in the light of the observations of Mrs. Krishna Bose, MP, 
please advise us whether we should await "the formal communication" from the 
leadership which has been requested by Rev. Mochizuki. We would also request 


Ministry's advice on the parameters for identification of a suitable DNA expert, 
particularly whether we should have both a Japanese and an Indian expert 
working on this project. 

5. I shall be grateful if you could kindly let us know the considered opinion of 
the Ministry on these issues before we proceed with the re-opening of the casket 
yet again. As an interim measure, we are requesting the Renkoji Temple and 



Enel: As above. 
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frrvb^ssy of India 
2-1 1, ^udafl-Minarni 2-chome 

Chiyod^-ku, Tokyo 102-0074 



Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
fax : (03) 3262-230 i 
E-Mail : in^em6jp@Soi.com 


No. Tok/102/02/03 




January 29 , 20q3 


Thank you for your letter regarding Netaji's mortal remains which lie in 
the Renkoji Temple. 


2. I entirely agree with you that the fullest respect and honour must be 
paid at all times to the mortal remains of Netaji. 

^ 3. I am sorry to learn about the problems Reverend Mochizuki has 

experienced in his dealings with our officials, who visited the temple on the 
instructions of the Justice Mukherjee Commission to convey requests received 
from the Commission. 


4, I am leaving for India tomorrow morning on an officii visit but shall 
personally call on Rev. Mochizuki on my return to japan and offer my 
apologies for any unintentional offence that may have been given by my 
officials. I have met Rev. Mochizuki on several earlier occasions and he has 
always received me with the utmost courtesy. 


5. I also wish to assure you that, as has been the practice in the pest, in 
any further dealings with the Renkoji Temple, the fullest regard will be paid to 
the sentiments and wishes expressed by you. We will ensure that neither the 
Temple priests, who have so lovingly cared for Netaji's mortals remains, nor 
the members of the family should have any cause for complaint. 


With warm regards and good wishes, 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

Chairperson 

Standing Committee on External Affairs 
111, Parliament House Annexe 
New Delhi llO 001 
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Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 


AMBASSADOR 


Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 
E-Mail: indembjp@gol.com 


No. TOK/102/02/03 


January 28,2003 



Vi 


You must have received my letter of January 21, 2003 regarding the DNA 
examination of the mortal remains of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose being kept in 
the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

✓■v 2. Counsellor Ramesh Chander had briefed me after his meeting with you. 

Meanwhile, I have also received a letter from Mrs. Krishna Bose, Member of 
Parliament on the subject and have come to know that you were somewhat 
upset about the handling of the examination of the mortal remains of Netaji. I 
wish to assure you that I fully share and appreciate the sensitivities involved in 
all questions relating to the mortal remains of Netaji at the revered Renkoji 
Temple. We wish also to convey our regrets if anything said by any of our 
officials has caused you offence. 

3. Iam going to Delhi tomorrow on an official visit and on my return in the 
first week of March, it will be my pleasure to get in touch with you and discuss 
these matters further. 

4. As indicated in my letter of January 21, 2003, we have written to the 
authorities in Delhi conveying your request for a formal communication. In the 
meanwhile, we would seek your permission to defer for the present the meeting 

^ that you had so kindly agreed to have with Prof. Hirai on February 7, 2003. The 
Cd'A looking after the mission in my absence will get in touch with you and seek 
your convenience for a fresh date. 



Rev. Kochi Mochizuki 

The Chief Minister of Renkoji Temple 

Tokyo 
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No. TOK/102/02/03 


January 28,2003 


You must have received my letter of January 21, 2003 regarding the DNA 
examination of the mortal remains of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose being kept in 
the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

Counsellor Ramesh Chander had briefed me g^his meeting with you. 
Meanwhile, I have also received a letter from Mrs. Krishna Bose, Member of 
Parliament on the subject and have come to know that you were somewhat 
upset about the handling of the examination of the mortal remains of Netaji. I 
[fT rp$Y assure you that froraUhfe-C mbassy nobody would-du an y t h in y inlenli u natly 
whi ch -w ou l d not be li ked a nd opprovcd ~by you. I fully und e rst and and 
appreciate the sensitivities involved p art i cular l y you own i nvolvem e nt in the.- a-X/-' 
LZ keeping an dffiafeininqj:he mortal remains of Netaji at the revered p l ace-ttke - 
tpe Renkoji Temple w i th utmost res peet-andxare. tM#- (S 

I am going to Delhi tomorrow on an official visit and on my return in the 
first week of March, it will be my pleasure to get in touch with you and discuss 
tbe_matter. t/ y < - 


i^T- 




ly 


is^ Ax Yours sincerely, 


U/C- 





Rev. Kochi Mochizuki 
The Chief Minister of Renkoji Temple 
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Date: Fri, 24 Jan 2003 12:06:47 +0900 
Subject; Re; 27th Jan 

From: “M. HIRA 1 " <mhirai@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp> 

To: "Aseem R Mahajan" <aseemraja@yahoo.com> 

Dear Mr* Mahajan, 

Thank you for your e-mail. 

Then, I will come at 1400, 7th Feb. 

Dr* Hashimoto, Lecturer of Tokyo Dental College, will also join. 
Looking forward to seeing you on 7th Feb at your embassy. 
Sincerey, 


Momoki EIRAI D.Sc, 

Professor 

Department of Integrated Biosciences 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
University of Tokyo, Bldg. FSB-502 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa 
Chiba 277-8562 
Japan 



> As indicated by you we have been able to fix the 

> appointment at Renkoji on 7 th February at 2.45 Pm . 

> As planned you could kindly come with your colleague 

> to the Indian embassy at 1400 hrs . 




FPfP) 

^ ^ ^ c\f) 
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Thursday, January 23, 2003 (Kolkata): 

How Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died is a mystery, 
which has never been solved and continues to intrigue 
the public imagination. Today is the 106th anniversary of 
the veteran freedom fighter. 

The last known photograph of Netaji was taken two days 
before he is believed to have died in the Taiwan plane 
crash. Netaji's aide, the late Habibur Rehman, had 
testified that Netaji was cremated, his ashes collected in 
a metal urn and sent to Japan's Renkoji Temple. 

Now, for the first time, the ashes have been 
photographed and submitted to the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission as evidence and it has fuelled fresh 
controversy. 

The two main points of contention: instead of a metal 
urn, the photographs show a wooden casket. And instead 
of ashes, there are fragments of bone and teeth. 

Justice M K Mukherjee, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, said, "Another objection was, the question of 
these bones etc found in the casket examined by DNA 
experts should not arise at this stage. Let it be first 
decided whether Netaji died in that accident. And then 
only the question of DNA test will come." 

The Mukherjee Commission is also investigating claims 
that a sadhu at Faizabad who apparently died in 1985 
may have been Netaji. 

The sadhu ' s possessions will be tested for a DNA match 
with this man, one of Netaji's nephews, who has always 
questioned the plane crash theory. 

Subrata Bose, Netaji's nephew and Forward Bloc, MLA, 
said, "I think there is pressure, both from internal and 


Exclusive 

Indian 

Holidays 

trave 


1 

IsiS 


CHOOSE 
LIFE m 



H 3,1 

l. MEMBE 



http://www.ndtv.com/morenews/showmorestory. asp?slug=Netaji%27s+last+remains+creat. .. 1 /24/2003 



NDTV.com - Netaji's last remains create controversy 


Page 2 of 3 






oudWr Vyas' case \s an 
exception: Parthasarathy 



Narrowband ^ Broadband 


Mi Reality Bites: Medieval 
outlook - Marrying outside 
one's caste can prove fatal 
mi The Big Fight: Is Islam 
the new driving force of global 
terrorism? 

m Star Business Week: 

Focus on the telecom war 
Limelight: Kareena & 
Fardeen high on Khushi 
mi We The People: Capital 
punishment - Abolish it or 
extend it to crimes like rape? 

More* 



w Narrowband Broadband 



mi Are multiplexes a trend in 
urban areas? 
mi Natassha to debut in 
Kucchh To Hat 
mi ftaveena hopes to 'stump' 
audiences 

More * [ 


Narrowband ^ Broadband 


mi NSCN (IM) -Centre talks 
end without breakthrough 
mi Security stepped up ahead 
of Republic Day 
mi ‘Real issues' of Manipur 
being neglected 

More * 



More Sections 


04 Prime Shows 
A Top Stories 
£< Exclusive 
04 Business 
A* Entertainment 
04 Features 
A Premium Videos 
04 Full video page 



external forces, that if the real information comes out, 
there could be a turmoil." 

Sugata Bose, Professor, History, Harvard University, and 
one of Netaji's grandnephews, regrets that the remains 
of the Faizabad sadhu are being treated with the same 
seriousness as the Renkoji remains. 

"And I hope that the Honorable Justice will make the 
distinction between absurd stories which have zero 
possibility of having taken place and historical events 
that actually did take place or have at least a 99 per cent 
probability of having occurred," said Sugata Bose. 

The Mukherjee Commission is the third inquiry into the 
Netaji mystery in the last 57 years and will, hopefully, 
put to rest, once and for all, questions over his death. 


For regular updates on the latest news, register 
for our daily newsletter by 
Signing up here! 
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Res. : D-1, M.S. Flats, 


3.K.S Marg, New Delhi 
23 ,l January 2qyp ones . 37 160 i8. 3718486 
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Dear Ambassador Aftab Sclh. 

I am writing to you on Netaji’s birthday to ask you to please ensure that the proper and highest 
respect is shown by the Government of India to Netaji’s mortal remains kept in the Renkoj i Temple. I also 
would tike to urge >ou to sec that all officials of die Indian Embassy show due sensitivity lo Japanese 
sentiments, especially of those who have taken care of Netaji’s mortal remains for so many years. 

My son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard University and also Director of the 
Nelaji Research Bureau, was visiting Japan to give academic lectures in Kyoto and Tokyo earlier this 
month. When he visited the Rcnkoji Temple on 15 th January 2003, he found that the priest Reverend 
Mochizuki had been deeply disturbed by the way in which officials of the Embassy had ordered him to 
open the casket containing Netaji's mortal remains without any proper explanation as to the purpose it 
might save. You should know that rhe casket containing Netaji's mortal remains has been opened only 
twice before by Reverend Mochizuki senior, the current priest’s father - once for Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950’s and the second time for my late husband Dr.Sisir Kumar Bose in 1965. My 
husband told me that the priest had to conduct prayers for a whole day before opening the casket ill 1965, 
As you know, in the Japanese Buddhist tradition, the ashes and bones of the dead arc revered. It was 
improper for the mortal remains of the great leader of our independence movement to have been interfered 
with without giving the priest an opportunity to conduct necessary rituals and without the respectful 
presence of the highest representatives of the Government of India. I have been informed by telephone by 
Japanese friends of Nelaji that officials of the Embassy had made a peremptory phone call and shown up at 
the Rcnkoji Temple, the next day. 


T understand that during a subsequent visit on 20 111 January 200.3 by a counsellor at our Embassy it 
has been explained to the priest that a DNA test might be conducted on Netaji's mortal remains. I myself 
have no objection to such a test being conducted if DNA material is still available in Netaji’s mortal 
remains. However, it must be done with the utmost respect being shown to the remains and polite gratitude 
expressed to the Japanese who have cared for the remains for filly -eight years. Netaji's mortal remains 
must not disturbed until prior and proper arrangements have been made by selecting top DNA experts in 
the world. You are the highest representative of our government in Japan. I hope that you will handle a 
matter of such national and international importance yourself rather than leaving it to your subordinate 
officials. 

And of course, if Netaji’s mortal remains were in the future to be brought back lo India, the highest 
echelons of the Government of India including the President and rhe Prime Minister will have m be 
involved. 

1 look forward to hearing from you lo be reassured that you understand the points I have raised and 
the information J have given. 

With wannest regards and good wishes. 


Sincerely. 
Krishna Bose 

CC. Shri Kanwal Sibal 

Foreign Secretary, Government of India 


Pmt. Address: 90, Sarat Bose Road. Calcutta -700 026 Pit.: 4754202, 4750568 Fax: 4748255 j 
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Dale: Thu, 23 Jan 2003 07:43:15 +0900 
Subject: Re; 27th jan 

From: M M, HIRAr <mhirai@k, u-tokyo.ae.jp> 

To: "Aseem R Mahajan" <aseemraja@yahoo.' 

Dear Mr. Aseem R Mahajan, 

Thank you for your e-mail. 

I am sorry to inform you that the very day (4th Feb) , I have a class. 

From 3rd Feb till 6th Feb; a series of intensive courses at Univ Tokyo 

What about a day from the following? 

7th (Fri) , 10th (Mon) , 12th-15th, Feb. 


Please choose possibly days (multiple). We will arrange the schedule. 
I learn at the last meeting that this is a matter of semi-urgent. 

Would you 

kindly let me know the time limitation? If rather urgent, I will go 
even in 

the night on some earlier days. 

Sincerely, 

> Would it be kindly 

> convenient for you to come on the 4th February to the 

> Renkoji temple. 



Momoki HIRAI D.Sc* 

Professor 

Department of Integrated Biosciences 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
University of Tokyo, Bldg, FSB-502 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa 
Chiba 277-8562 
Japan 
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Embassy of India 
2*11, Kudan'Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku T TOKYO 102*0074 


r? 


AMBASSADOR 


Phone : (03) 3265*5036 
Fax: (03) 3262*2301 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


No. TOK/102/02/03 



January 21, 2003 



This is with reference to the meeting of Mr. Ramesh Chander, Counsellor, 
with you regarding the DNA test of the mortal remains of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

I am to request you for your kind assistance and help in getting the 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose DNA tested by an expert as 
required by Justice Mukheijee Commission. You would kindly appreciate that the 
Justice Mukhetjee Commission is in the process of making its final report and for 
that they require the DNA done on the mortal remains. 


Mr. Ramesh Chander has briefed me of his meeting with you and your 
suggestion that some sort of official notification or letter from the leadership of 
India would be appreciated and in order. I will certainly pass on your request to 
the concerned authorities in Delhi; however, I would like to point out that the 
Mukherjee Commission has been appointed by the Government of India and is, 
therefore, acting with the full authority of the Government. 

As regards the date for the said DNA test, we would inform Prof. Momoki 
Hirai of the Tokyo University of the dates suggested by you. I am confident that 
we shall continue to receive your 


Rev. Koshi Mochizuki 

The Chief Minister of Renko-ji Temple, 

3-30-20 Wada, Suginamiku, 

Tokyo 166-0012 
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Date: Thu, 09 Jan 2003 19:30:32 +0900 

Subject: PS 

From: "M, HIRAI" <mhirai@k i u-tokyo,ac ! jp? 

To: aseemraja@yahoo.com, aseeml@hotmail.com 
CC: schedule@k.u-tokyo. ac.jp 

Dear Mr. Mahajan, 

As described in my last e-mail, I would like to see you beforehand. 

I know about part of the biographical stories of the hero* However, I 
just 

want to know whether there are any delicate circumstances or not about 
the 

identification of remains, even though the examination will be 
conducted in 

your own country. As I am not an Indian, I would like to know the 
respectful manner to the remain of the hero, 

I will have a meeting at the Hongo Campus of the Univ. Tokyo in the 
morning 

of the 16th Feb (Thursday) . If your convenience allows, I would like to 
visit you in the afternoon, say two o'clock (14:00) in the afternoon, 
Feb 

16. Then, we can discuss when we will visit Renko-ji Temple. If it is 
not 

convenient for you on that day, then I will find another opportunity. 
Best regards, 



Momoki HIRAI D . Sc . 

Professor 

Department of Integrated Biosciences 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
University of Tokyo, Bldg. FSB-502 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa 
^ Chiba 277-8562 
Japan 
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Date: Thu, 09 Jan 2003 18:05:00 +0900 
Subject; E-mail address 

From: "M. HIRAI" <mhirai@k.u-tokyo,ac,jp> 

To: aseemraja@yahoo.com, assml@hotmail.com 
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Close Window 

II 


Dear Mr. A,R. Mahajan, 


Thank you for your fax, informing me about your e-mail addresses. 

I learn that this is the 58th anniversary of the death of Mr. Chandra 
Bose , 

I also learn that his Memorial is located in Shinjuku-ku, near 
Higashi-Koenji Station. 

I will check my schedule , and send you an e-mail about my convenient 
date . 

However, before visiting the temple "Renkoji* 1 directly, I would like to 
see 

and talk with you (and Dr. Tandon) just for a short time. This is 
because 

we also respect the remains of the dead, and need to be prepared 
psychologically. For this reason, I would like to know the historical 
background . 


I will keep in touch with you. 
Yours sincerely. 


Momoki HIRAI D . Sc . 

Professor 

Department of Integrated Biosciences 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
University of Tokyo, Bldg, FSB-502 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa 
Chiba 277-8562 
Japan 
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From : "M. HIRAI'" <mhirai@k.u-tokyo.acjp> 

To : <aseemraja@yahQa.com>, <aseeml@hotmail.cam> 

Subject : E-mail address 

Date : Thu, 09 Jan 2003 18:14:32 +0900 

Dear Mr* A . R. Mafia j an. 

Thank you for your fax, informing me about your e-mail addresses. 

I learn that this is the 58th anniversary of the death of Mr. Chandra Bose* 

I also learn that his Memorial is located in Shinjuku-ku, near 

Higashi-Koenji Station. 

I will check my schedule, and send you an e-mail about my convenient date. 

However, before visiting the temple "Renkoji" directly, 1 would like to see 

and talk with you (and Dr. Tandon} just for a short time. This is because 
we also respect the remains of the dead, and need to be prepared 
psychologically * For this reason, l would like to know the historical 
background, 

I will keep in touch with you. 

Yours sincerely. 


Momoki HIRAI D, Sc . 

Professor 

Department of Integrated Biosciences 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
University of Tokyo, Bldg. FSB-502 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa 
Chiba 277-8562 
Japan 
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FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 

MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 


Justice Muxherjee Commission of Inquiry Rhone: 
For Inquiry 1 Into the Allege o Disappearance of Chairman 
Netaji Slbhas Cilvjn'dra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


e-mail jmcinscbi'tt)cal3.vsnl.ncLin 


JftN. 01 2003 01 : 16PM PI 




- 252-2835 
Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-276 5 
Office - 252-2766/68 


Fax : 033 252-2765 
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I To 

Embassy in India in Japan 

Fax No. 

81-3-3234-4866 

■ ■ !>. 

For 

I | 

' 

Shri Siren Nanda, 

Charg d’ Affaires 

From 

. ■ .t 

P K Sengupta, Secretary 

Rptd 


Date V 

30.12.2002 

No. 


Total No. of 
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Thanks for your fax message dated December 27, 2002 in reply to my fax of December 17, 

2002 regarding examination of the mortal remains kept at the Renkoji Temple in Japan with . . i , 


tire help of a competent expert to ascertain whether. DNA may be isolated from the said 



mortal remains for the purposes of DNA test. I am to say that your prompt reply tends to 
show that you have fully appreciated the importance and urgency of the matter. . ■ . 

•* ‘ t ‘ ' - . J ,;;V ■'ft* 
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:M 

1 am. therefore, to request you to kindly expedite the re-examination of the said mortal 
remains and send the report of the re-examination to the Commission as early as possible.;:,,.. 

- 


1' 


Warm regards. 


-V \- 
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(P.K.Sengupta) 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 

Embassy of India, 

2-1 1, Kudan-Minami 2-Chome, 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 

Phone: 81-3-3262-2391 

Fax: 81-3-3234-4866 E-Mail: dcm@indembjp.org 


To 

Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry 

Fax No. 

033-252-2765 

For 

Shri PK Sengupta 
Secretary 

From 

Biren Nanda, 

Charge d’ Affaires 

Rptd 


Date 

December 27, 2002 

No. 


Total No. 
of pages 



Reference your fax of December 26, 2002. As conveyed to the Hon’ble 
Commission by Second Secretary Aseem Mahajan in response to your fax of 
December 17, 2002, both Second Secretary Armstrong and First Secretary 
Rajasekhar have departed for postings in the Embassies of India in Lagos, 
Nigeria and the Port of Spain in Guyana respectively. 

The Embassy shall immediately solicit the services of an expert to re- 
examine the bones of the deceased at the Renkoji Temple to seek his opinion on 
whether any material exists from which DNA may be isolated for the purposes of 
a DNA test. 





This process however may take some time and would involve certain 
expenditure. We shall be reverting to the Hon’ble Commission for permission to 
undertake the necessary expenditure after making local enquiries. 











FAX OUT 


iU 

(Biren Nanda) 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phase: 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary — 252-2767 

Officer on 


Fax : 

0091 - 033 - 252-2765 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 


e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal „ 3 . vsiil net . in 


No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/481 


December 26, 2002 


From Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary. 


ContWcnTfaT^ 


To 

Shri Aseem R. Mahajan, 

Second Secretary, 

Embassy of India 

2-1 1 Kudon - Minami 2 - Chome 

Chiyodo-Ku 

Tokyo - 102-0074 



Japan <— 

Reg: The Joint Inspection of the contents of the Casket alleged to be 
containing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in the Renkoji temple, Japan. 

Ref : D.O. letter No.TOK/102/03/2001 dated December 19, 2002 of Shri Aseem 
R. Mahajan, Second Secretary of the Embassy of India in Tokyo 
addressed to the Secretary of the Commission in reply to my letter no. 
JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/468 dated 17.12.2002. 


Sir, 


Inviting your notice to the above, l am directed to request you to kindly send the 
report asked for in my above-quoted letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/468 dated 
17.12.2002 after getting the contents of the Casket, alleged to be containing the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in the Renkoji temple, Japan, examined 
afresh preferably by or in collaboration with a competent expert, since the required report is 
likely to be the basis for deciding whether or not the Government of India should be 
approached for bringing those ashes (mortal remains) to India for subjecting them to DNA 
test. For ready reference, a copy of my letter no, JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/468 dated 
17. 12.2002 is enclosed. 


Ynnrs! fatthfiillv 



Enclo : one 


(P.K. Sengupa) 
Secretary 
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f to ill ; Sliri I’.K. Scn"ii[)ta, 

Secretary. 

To 

Mr. ! '.Armstrong Changsan 

Second Secretary 

Embassy of India 

2-1 1 Ktidon - Minami 2 - Chome 

Chiyodu-Ku 

Tokyo - 120 007 

Japan " • 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 




Chairman *- 252-263S 
Secretary — 252-2767 

ijfjutr i m 

Sptaai IJutv — 252-2 ?6S 
Office * ~ 2S2-27Q6/G9 


v 01 


jmeiiiseblf cal. 3. vsnl.net. in 

December 17, 2002 
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Keg: The Joint Inspection Report dt: 12/18 November, 2002 of you and Shri 
Raj Sekhar, the then First Secretary in the Embassy of India in Japan, 
regarding the contents of the casket alleged to be containing the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Rcnkoji Temple, 
Japan. 


Dear Sir, 


1 am directed to request you to kindly refer to the above-quoted report dt: 12/18 
November. 2002 and the photographs sent along with that report. 

A copy of your above-quoted report was sent to the Director of the Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, India, with the request to let the Commission 
know whether DNA test could be conducted on the bones, which the casket in Rcnkoji 
Temple appeared to contain during your joint inspection, in order to ascertain the identity 


of the deceased to whom the bones belonged. In rcplyto that letter of the Commission, Dr 
Lalji Singh, Director, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, India, has 
informed that, if these bones were collected from the burnt ashes, then it would not be 
possible to isolate DNA from the bones for the purpose of conducting the DNA test. The 
relevant portion of the letter of Dr. Lalji Singh is reproduced below: - 


“What is not clear whether these pieces are collected from the burnt debris? If these 
are collected from the burnt ashes then it will not be possible to isolate DNA from 



i 


' »■ this DNA would have been completely destroyed. However, if these arc remains of 
bones (not burnt bone), then presence of DNA is expected which may be in degraded 
iujjn but still usable for establishing identity.” 

In this perspective, 1 am to request you to kindly let the Commission know whether 
die bones which you had seen and got photographed during the joint inspection of the 
casket in the Renkoji Temple, Japan, by you and Shri Raj Sekltar arc remains of burnt bones 
or pieces of unburnt bones. 



Your reply on this point is urgently necessary' for proceeding further in the matter. 
This may therefore be kindly treated as extremely urgent. 


Thanking you, 



Yours faithfully. 


Sengupa) 
Secretary' 
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Slti'i Asem R. Mniinjn n. 

Second Secretary, 

Embassy of I n (I in 
2-M Kticlon — ATinami 2 — Chouie 
Chiyado-lku 
Tokyo - 102-0074 

^ilnprtu ■ ; 

Uc” Tlhc* Joint Inspection of tlic conicnts of the Casket alleged to he 
containing the alleged mortal remains of Nctaji Sublms Chandra Bose 
in t he Renkoji temple, Japan. 

•?;. •* • V,*. • 

Ref : D.O. letter No.TOK/102/Q3/200l dated December 19, 2002 of Shri Aseem 
R- Mahnjan, Seeond Secretary of the Embassy of India in Tokyo 
addressed to the Secretary' of the Commission in reply to my letter no. 
JMCi/£Q/2f)02-2003/S3/46S dated 17.12.2002 . 

Sir. 

■#" ‘ * * % |V* ■ 

Inviting your notice to the above, 1 am directed to request you to kindly send the 
report asked for in my above-quoted letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/468 dated 
17.12.2002 tiller yetting the contents of the Casket, alleged to be containing the alleged 
mortal remains of Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in the Renkoji temple, Japan, examined 
Afresh preferably by or in collaboration with a competent expert, since the required report is 
likely to he the basis for deciding whether or not the Government of India should be 
approached for bringing those ashes (mortal remains) to India for subjecting them to DNA 
test. For ready reference, a copy of my letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/S3M68 dated 
I 7. 12.2002 is enclosed. 

Yours faithfully, 


Eivclo erne 



(P.K. Sengupa) 
Secretary 
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Dear Sir, 
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A copy or your above-quoted report was sent to the Director of tiic Centre for 


Ccilttl.ii ;au! Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, India, with tile request to let the Commission 


ka whether DMA test could be conducted on the bones, which the casket in Rettkojt 
1 ciu pie appem e.: io contain during your joint inspection, in order to ascertain the identity 
of the deceased to whom the bones belonged, in rcpl>'to that letter of the Commission, Dr 
Laiji biiigh, D;:ce:or, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, India, has 
imormed tiia;. if these bones were collected from the burnt ashes, then it would not be 
puss blu to isolate DMA from the bones for tire purpose of conducting the DMA test. The 
retcvmi; pmtion of the letter of Dr. Lalji Singh is reproduced below;- 
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Thanking you. 


;t . m- 


■ ■ Yours faithfully. 
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